
Sailboats, kayaks, a dragon 

boat and a yacht.  These are the 
ingredients for a wild and 

wonderful Waterfest at the 
waterfront.   
 

Over 30 volunteers and 400 
attendees joined in the fun, as 

BARC hosted our 2 nd  Annual 

Multicultural Waterfest at the 
beautiful Royal Hamilton Yacht 

Club (RHYC).  
 
The goal of the event was to 

give new Canadians the 
opportunity to try out boats in a 

fun and safe environment.   

We hope that their obvious 
delight in this year and last 

yearôs events will turn into a life
-long nurturing relationship with 
Hamilton Harbour and its 

watershed.           
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In 1984, I was fifteen when the 

movie Top Secret!   arrived in 
theatres.  Starring a then -slim 

and mostly unknown Val Kilmer, 
this war movie spoof featured 
the kind of sledgehammer 

humour that goes over big with 
boys in their teens.  There's one 

scene where Kilmer's character 
meets members of the French 
Resistance, one of whom is 

cleverly (and I use that word 
loosely) named Déja Vu.  Déja 

Vu then asks the skinny Mr. 
Kilmer, "Haven't we met 
before?"  

 
That's how I feel in the fall of 

2011.  This summer I returned 
to the BARC Board of Directors 

and ended up in the exact same 
position I held when I concluded 
my term a few years ago ï 

president.  I'm also getting déja 
vu because BARC is (as I write 

this) conducting a search for a 
new executive director for just 

the second time in something 

like 18 years é I was the 
president both times.  I'm trying 

not to take it personally.  
 
The process of replacing Jim 

Hudson, our recently -departed 
executive director, will be a 

challenging one because Jim 
built a significant legacy with 
BARC, but this is also a 

magnificent opportunity to 
prepare the organization for the 

hopefully triumphant run toward 
delisting the Hamilton Harbour 
Watershed as an Area of 

Concern.   
 

Now in its 21st year as an 
organization, BARC continues to 

evolve and our most senior staff 
position is evolving with it.  The 
demands on this position going 

forward will be significant, but 
knowing the candidate pool, so 

too will be the talents and 
capacity of our new staff leader.  

Once our new executive director 

settles in, he or she will guide 
BARC though what promises to 

be an exciting 2012.  We are 
looking forward to acting on our 
new strategic plan, producing 

our once -every - five -years 
"Report Card" on the state of 

the remediation efforts, and 
helping to coalesce local support 
and funding for the all -

important Randle Reef project.   
 

The next twelve months 
promise to be a watershed time 
for BARC (pun intended).  I'm 

looking forward to doing my 
part and I hope we can count on 

you and your engagement.  The 
only way to bring back the bay 

is to do it together.  

 
 
 
Scott Koblyk, BARC President  

   



 

This year, FutureWatch, a non -

profit partner stationed in 
Guelph, provided a lively band 

that kept us smiling.  We also 
had our first halal BBQ!  Thanks 
to Oak Run Bakery for the buns 

-  and for giving many new 
Canadians their first taste of 

butter tarts.   The kind and 
generous owners of Desi Cuisine 
patiently doled out serving upon 

serving of delicious Indian food 
as well. What a treat!  

 
Isabella & Wasan from the St. 
Josephôs Immigrant Womenôs 

Centre had bubbles on hand for 
the youngest kids, while the 

older ones put out their hands 
for henna, and kids of all ages 

had their faces painted by 
Esther at the FutureWatch tent.  
 

Our special thanks to Shahira 
Nabab Jhan from YMCA 

Settlement Services for her hard 
work in promoting the event.  
Our turnout was nearly 

overwhelming because of her 
efforts.  

Thank you to our partners!  

Hamilton Bay Sailing Club 
(They provided 3 sailboats, 

skippers and more)  
Royal Hamilton Yacht Club 
(For the facilities, juice, and 

the amazing helping hands)  
Lively Dragon (One lively 

boat and 3 lively helpers)  
Judy Marsales (Having the 
sturdiest sign stands in the 

city)  
Hamilton Waterfront Trust (A 

tent over our heads, kept us 
cool and shady)  
Hamilton Power & Sail 

Squadron (For managing the 
throngs and assuring their 

safety on the water)  
Deb McBride (For really 

making a splash with her 
kayak!)  
FutureWatch (For the band, 

henna, face -painting and 
being excellent partners 

through it all)  
St. Josephôs Immigrant 
Womenôs Centre (For the 

bubbles, information and 
planning help)  

Russ Perry & Murray 

Thompson(2 great captains 
in one great big boat!)  

OakRun Bakery & Desi 
Cuisine (Delicious food!)  

 

Thank you sponsors!  
 

ArcelorMittal Dofasco  

U.S. Steel Canada  

The Hamilton Port Authority  

 

 

Jim Hudson, who has tirelessly 

worked as BARCôs executive 
director for the past five years, 

has moved up and on.  He will 
be sorely missed as he was a 
wonderful advocate for BARC on 

multi levels of government, with 
industry, the media and the 

community.  BARCôs concerns 
were articulated strongly and 
succinctly through a variety of 

venues.  
 

Jim leaves a living legacy with 
BARC as he has made multiple 
changes that will be a 

continuing benefit. Due to his 
tireless work with government 

and industry Randle Reef is well 

on the way to containment.   I 
know very few people who 

genuinely have such a strong 
work ethic as Jim. He always 
went above and beyond, often 

called me from home and was 
always available.   

 
Weôll miss you Jim, and hope 
that you and your family will not 

be strangers to BARC.  
 

  
 
 

Debra McBride,  

BARC Vice 
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