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BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Anglers in eastern Lake Ontario want to
kill hungry cormorants to stop them
eating so many fish.

That theory wouldn’t hold much 
water in these parts, say researchers, be-
cause Hamilton Harbour cormorants
don’t actually like popular sport species.

The 3,500 pairs that nested around
Burlington Bay last year chowed down
on smelt, alewives and round gobies,
not trout, perch and bass, study shows.

McMaster biology professor Jim
Quinn and his students went to great

lengths to determine what the sleek
black birds eat — they examined almost 
11 kilograms of cormorant vomit, he
said at a weekend workshop held by the
Bay Area Restoration Council.

“You palpate the abdomens of chicks
and identify what they upchuck.”

The stomachs of 275 chicks con-
tained mostly alewives, followed by
gobies, smelt and sticklebacks. There
was only one salmonid (salmon or
trout) and a few pumpkinseeds (sun-
fish with orange bellies). 

Quinn says those who blame 
cormorants for taking too many desir-

able fish “might want to point their
fingers back in the direction of hu-
mans.”

When an audience member asked
Quinn about cormorant feces killing
the trees in which they nest, he said we
may have to accept it, though removing
some nests and other “relatively be-
nign management might be in order.”

He reported the rapid rise in cor-
morant numbers appears to be levelling
off and said the population may be
reaching the area’s natural capacity to
support the species.

If that’s the case, he said, culling or

reducing numbers will only cause the
birds to reproduce more rapidly.

Katie Fernandes, chair of Hamilton’s
wildlife management advisory com-
mittee, says efforts to reduce the num-
ber of ring-billed gulls and Canada
geese will continue because their drop-
pings are polluting beaches.

Goose eggs are oiled to prevent them
hatching. Noisemakers and captive 
eagles or other birds of prey are used to
scare gulls away from nest sites. 

emcguinness@thespec.com
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BY ROB FAULKNER

A team of Waterdown moms is lobby-
ing for French immersion in the boom-
ing suburb. They’re frustrated by the
program’s urban focus and lack of bus-
ing in to Hamilton.

The public school board offers
French immersion at nine schools, all
in the old Hamilton board. But interest
is rising in Waterdown with a petition,
posters and a website devoted to the
cause.

The latest Waterdown campaign 
began in January when Kyra Paterson,
a mother of two kids not yet in school,
set a goal to get French immersion at a
local school by fall of 2007.

“I’m bilingual and work for the fed-
eral government,” says the Health
Canada policy analyst who telecom-
mutes to Ottawa. “I keep thinking,
‘Today’s the day I should speak more
French at home.’ But if I could send
them to French immersion  ...”

She wants it in place before her
three-year-old son, Keaghan, starts
senior kindergarten. The nearest
school is Allan A. Greenleaf elemen-
tary — but her petition of 15 students
entering SK has six from outside its
boundaries.

Her campaign reveals Waterdown’s
unique challenge: it’s in the immersion
catchment area of George R. Allan, in
west-end Hamilton. Yet it lacks the
density of students to earn a pickup
zone in the board’s new French 
immersion busing program.

Waterdown’s growth also compli-
cates things: with its schools already
full, the board’s reluctant to make any
Waterdown school a “magnet” by
adding a specialty program like 
immersion. Other ideas are being 
considered.

“Surely from the six (elementary)
schools in Waterdown ... we could find
enough kids,” said Paterson, who
tracks the campaign’s progress online
at waterdownfi.bravehost.com. She
has 56 kids signed up on the petition;
15 are going into senior kindergarten,
where French immersion begins.

Gisele Portelance, the public board’s
French immersion consultant, has
seen immersion enrolment grow from
1,300 to nearly 1,600 in the last three
years.

Existing French immersion schools
are “magnet schools,” she said, which
welcome students from outside the
host-school’s catchment area.

Due to the space crunch in Water-
down schools, the board has consid-
ered a “home school” model, limiting
attendance to kids inside the host-
school’s regular boundaries.

This would need a change to board
policy, or a pilot program.

“Then you get into equity issues,” ex-
plained Krys Croxall, superintendent
of program and assessment. Only kids
who live in the right neighbourhood
would benefit from special programs.

She has told Waterdown parents
they need 30 to 35 interested students
entering senior kindergarten to create
two kindergarten classes. Attrition
takes some kids away from immersion,
but it would result in one Grade 8 class.

The board’s trying to draw more kids
to public education but doesn’t want
to launch specialty programs that may
lead to problems, she said. The declin-
ing interest in French immersion at
Sanford Avenue required classes that
combined three different grade levels.

Waterdown Trustee Reg Woodworth
said space could be freed up if Water-
down high gets its addition, so Green-
leaf kids could use its empty portables.

“I don’t think (the moms) are tilting
at windmills because outside of the old
city there isn’t any French immersion
available,” Woodworth said.

Paterson says Waterdown’s also ne-
glected in the board’s new French im-
mersion busing, a limited system
where kids are picked up at drop zones
scattered across the new city.

Waterdown parents must 
drive their kids to George R. Allan in
west Hamilton and not everyone can
afford the time involved to do so, 
Paterson said.

Daryl Sage, manager of accommo-
dation and planning, said in the mod-
est version of French immersion bus-
ing started this term, he had to find the
most efficient routes for eight buses.

“Routes are driven by where we can
pick up the most kids and get them to
school within the (one-hour) time pa-
rameter,” said Sage, who’s awaiting
2006-07 funding details but notes a
Waterdown stop may be justified.
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