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RON ALBERTSON, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Dan Medakovic is co-chair of Design Hope which raises money to provide shelter and food for the city’s homeless.

Dion gets
busy with
election
strategy

Hamilton
police react
to stalled
union talks

BY JOHN BURMAN

Hamilton uniformed police officers
are working to rule.

The 700-member Hamilton Police
Association launched the action to put
pressure on the police board over 
contract talks.

It means fewer Provincial Offences
Notices will be issued for speeding and
other offences an officer might come
upon in the course of his or her duties.
Officers will also follow police proce-
dures and policies to the letter.

The association wants to make the
public aware of what they say are 
critical staffing shortages. Association
administrator Brad Boyce prefers to
call the action a matter of focusing 
priorities to ensure public safety.

Officers will provide emergency 
service and plan to attend to 911 calls
the association says are not getting a
police response now. The job action
will not affect the seasonal RIDE anti-
drinking and driving programs.

“(The officers) will be out there for
RIDE,” Boyce says.

The association, Hamilton police
Chief Brian Mullan and police services
board chair Ward 3 Councillor Bernie
Morelli all say public safety will not be
compromised.

Boyce said officers are concerned
staffing levels mean bouncing from
one call to another, missing lunch
time, becoming bogged down in 
paperwork. They argue it also means
911 calls about such matters as house
entries, where the burglar is long gone,
are not being attended to quickly.

The association has been without a
contract since Dec. 31, 2005.

Boyce and the association contend
Hamilton police have not followed
through on a 1998 agreement to 
develop a staffing strategy to ensure
enough officers are on the streets
when needed without relying on 
overtime and call- ins.

They also say contract talks are
stalled because city figures used to 
calculate where police benefits savings
could be had may have been inflated.
Morelli said this is a grievance matter
unrelated to contract talks

The membership decided Nov. 29 to
strictly follow the “cumbersome”
Hamilton police policies and 
procedures manual and no longer use
informal work efficiencies that are
normal practice.

Mullan is confident the board and
the association will work through the
“complex” contract issues surround-
ing staffing and resolve them.

The association has asked the board
to address staffing by Jan. 7, the
board’s next meeting.

If the matter is unresolved at that
time, the membership has authorized
further action but not made a decision
on what that might involve, said
Boyce.
jburman@thespec.com
905-526-2469

OTTAWA ✦ Newly minted Liberal
Leader Stéphane Dion wasted no time
drawing the battle lines for the next
election.

Meeting for the first time as leader
with a roomful of Liberal MPs and sen-
ators, Dion declared that Canadians
will have “two clear alternatives” to
choose from in the next election —
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s
“hard right” Conservatives and the
socially progressive Liberals.

Holding out his arms to encompass
his seven former leadership adver-
saries, Dion said the election will also
be about leadership style, pitting
Harper, “a control freak” who muzzles
his ministers, against his own “colle-
gial dream team.”

Dion also met with a standing ova-
tion when he entered the House of
Commons yesterday. After graciously
congratulating Dion for his “well-
earned” victory and wishing him a
“very long time” living in the Opposi-
tion leader’s official residence, Harp-
er immediately went on to link the
sponsorship scandal to Dion.

An e-mail pitch for donations by
chief Tory fundraiser Irving Gerstein
gave another clue as to the party’s lines
of attack against the Quebec native.

Gerstein said “Dion was there” for
the sponsorship scandal, was inter-
governmental affairs minister while
previous Liberal governments were “at
war with the provinces” and was the
environment minister who presided
over the “embarrassing” failure to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The Canadian Press

BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Governments and industry poured 
$41 million a year into improving
Hamilton Harbour over the last five
years — twice the spending rate of the
previous 10 years.

And cleanup co-ordinator John Hall
says they can’t slow down if the job is to
be finished by 2015.

That’s when the Hamilton Harbour
Remedial Action Plan aims to improve
things enough for the harbour to be
taken off the International Joint 
Commission’s list of 40 Great Lakes
pollution hot spots.

A report being done by Hall’s office
and set for release at the end of the year
will show $205 million — or $20.5 mil-
lion a year — was spent restoring the
harbour from 1990 to 2000. Another
$205 million was spent in the period
2001-2006 at a rate of $41 million a
year.

Hall says, “This is the pace we need
to maintain in order to complete all
RAP initiatives by 2015.”

That works out to $369 million more,
for a total of almost $780 million 

over 25 years.
The biggest remaining challenge is

removing or containing sediment laced
with toxic coal tar around Randle Reef,
just offshore from Stelco’s Hilton
Works, and at several other spots in the
east harbour.

Another megadollar project involves
upgrading Hamilton’s big Woodward
Avenue sewage treatment plant and
building tanks or tunnels to hold back
the flow of combined storm and 
sanitary sewers during heavy rains.

The need for combined sewer over-
flow systems was seen last Friday when
millions of litres of untreated sewage
was diverted into the harbour and 

water swamped a neighbourhood off
Greenhill Avenue.

Hamilton is making progress, but
work is lagging in many of the other 
40 places labelled Areas of Concern by
the International Joint Commission.

There are also basin-wide issues of
beach closings, invasive species, inad-
equate sewage treatment and toxic
chemical pollution. The possible 
effects of climate change are yet to be
addressed. 
emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

RELATED STORY: A look 
at some of the environmental
disasters on the Great Lakes basin
over the past 50 years. A10

Bay cleanup costs run deep
Christmas
memories
Artist Kathryn Smith
has captured scenes
of holidays past at
two local landmarks
Go 12

Biggest remaining challenge
is removing or containing
sediment laced with toxic

coal tar around Randle
Reef, just offshore from
Stelco s Hilton Works.

BY JEFF MAHONEY

A t one level, brothers Dan and Tom
Medakovic are statistics that can-
cel each other out, demographic
symptoms of a polarized society;

and at another level, they might suggest
archetypes, like Cain and Abel (though
that wouldn’t be fair). Or The Fortunate
Son and Poor Boy/Prodigal, of so many
blues songs.

In truth they’re flesh and blood human
beings,trying to figure out, in very differ-
ent ways, how to be, and what they mean to
each other.

During the Christmas holidays it all looks
so benign. Tom’s home, the family’s 
together, and they sit around at cards or
have a sing-along in the parents’ cottage
home in Keswick, on Lake Simcoe, or their
other brother’s house.

In the picture from last December’s cele-
brations, the Medakovic family forms a 
semi-circle around the Christmas dinner
table, with a holly bough centrepiece, and
little pull gifts, like diploma scrolls, in the
foreground. My family does this, too. Does
yours? There’s a string at everyone’s place,
they all pull on their strings at the same
time and the presents hop out of the tray,
across the table, to each seat, where they’re
popped open.
Continued on A8

Success came quickly 
for Dan. His brother lives
on the streets, and caring
for him hasn’t been easy.
Dan’s new project will
not only help Tom, but

many others in his shoes.
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