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... turning to our Classified Section

When you’re looking for a new job, take a look at

The Hamilton Spectator’s Saturday Careers Section

or weekdays in the Classified Section.

CENTRAL AIR SALE
1 1/2 ton ........$1999 ..............$1550
2 ton ................$2099 ..............$1650
2 1/2 ton ........$2149 ..............$1800
3 ton ................$2599 ..............$2050

905-765-3335
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Your Maintenance Free Deck Building Specialists !

Seminars Held at Our Head Office. 115 Dundas St. W./ HWY5 1•800•263•4774 

Free Deck Seminars !
11A.M Every Saturday From April 23rd to June 25th.
Go To Our Website, DECKS.CA For Details. 

DECKS.CA

CANADA’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF MAINTENANCE
FREE DECKING. CHOOSE FROM OVER 40 BRANDS
AND COLORS !
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• Seasonal Camping • Trailer and tent camping
• Day Trippers • Picnic Grounds • 100's of Picnic Tables

• Playground• Great Food • 1/2 Mile Sandy Beach

Just 45 Minutes
from Hamilton!

RATED ONE OF 
THE BEST & CLEANEST
BEACHES IN ONTARIO!
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Reservations (905) 774-4566  TOLL FREE 1-888-581-8775
VISIT US AT www.knightsbeach.com on the shores of Lake Erie
Directions From Hamilton. Take Hwy 6 (Upper James) to Caledonia. Left Hwy 54 

to Cayuga. Right Hwy 3 to Kohler Rd. Left on Kohler Rd to Rainham Centre. 
Left Reg. Rd. 3 to McKay's Service Centre. Right on Reg. Rd. 50 to the lakeshore.

Right Lakeshore Rd. Follow signs to Knight's Beach Resort.

S I N C E  1 9 8 3

Centre Mall 905 544-1448
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PRESCRIPTION EYEGLASSES
• Bring a friend or family.
• Two complete pairs (frames and lenses).
• Your choice of single vision or regular lined bifocal.
• Choose from a large selection of styles.

Other 2-pair packages available. Ask store for details.

Kids get a kick out of cops
Officers  finesse impresses students at friendly soccer showdown

BY CARMELA FRAGOMENI

“She got a beautiful header.”
You don’t usually hear this

about a female Hamilton police
officer, but the “header” soccer
goal by Constable Erica Spiege-
laar at a police-student match
yesterday was executed with such
finesse that it left some on the
Columbia International College
team amazed.

The students were very im-
pressed with the police team’s
soccer abilities. Some are sur-
prised police even played them in
a game, because in their countries
they could never dream of this
happening.

The officers formed the soccer
team for yesterday’s exhibition
match at the school, but will keep
it as another tool to reach out to
the city’s ethnically and racially
diverse community.

The police have already played
Columbia twice in basketball, but
this time, it was in the students’
own game, as soccer is a national
sport for many of them.

The students expected an easy
win, but were surprised to have to
struggle to tie the game 4-4.

“I came to my senses when we
started playing,” said Alieu Kah,
17, from Gambia. “I learnt that
they were a good team to play.

“I think they’re really competi-
tive and fit.”

The idea of having a friendly
game of soccer with police offi-
cers is a foreign concept to Kah
and the other teenaged boys on
Columbia’s team.

“Back in Gambia, the police are
meant for security, not to social-
ize,” said Kah who scored his
team’s third goal.

Teammate Dijon Arruda, 16,
found the whole thing “kinda
weird ... the police in Bermuda,

you don’t see that.”
The boys were particularly im-

pressed with Constable Spiege-
laar, who scored two goals for her
team. “She got a beautiful head-
er,” said 19-year-old Adnan Ayub

Hussain, from Saudi Arabia. “She
just came up and it was just like a
shot out of nowhere.”

Spiegelaar, 24, used to play for
Hamilton Sparta and is a “keep-
er.”

Hussain said it was amazing
that the students and police
would get together like this. He
too, expected to win. “We’re
young, we’re fast (and) this is our
home ground.”

The police, being police,
weren’t taking chances.

“Our average age is probably
40,” said acting Sergeant Emidio
Evangelista before the game.
“We’ve had to come out and get
more practice. That’s why we’re
here early.”

Inspector and goalie Paul Mor-
rison called the game “an oppor-
tunity to meet the very rich ethnic
community we have here in
Hamilton.

“If anything, we can break
down some of the myths and 
beliefs about police. We’re not all
about that, arresting the bad
guys. It’s also a great way to show
we’re no different. We love soc-
cer, they love soccer.”

Yes, but can the police play
cricket? That’s what Columbia
staff member Patrick Fernando
wanted to know. While watching
the soccer, he was already con-
templating a cricket match.

“We’ll be right on top on that
one, unless they spring a surprise
on us,” he joked.

Morrison said: “Cricket? We
might have a harder time fielding
a team.” Asked about being out-
matched if they did, he said, “It’s
not about winning, it’s about par-
ticipating.”

Still, it’s a good bet the Colum-
bia students will jump at a chance
to play them in a cricket match. 

The soccer game and barbecue
at Columbia raised about $1,000
for the Westdale community
policing centre. 

cfragomeni@thespec.com
905-526-3392

CATHIE COWARD, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Police officer Ross Memmolo races for the soccer ball ahead of
Columbia International College student Pradip Bishwarka yesterday.

Five public beaches close over E. coli
Exploding numbers of Canada geese may be contributing to bacteria problem

BY PAUL MORSE

Health officials have closed five of
Hamilton’s eight public beaches
over fears they might be contam-
inated with bacteria.

The beaches in Pier 4, Bayfront
and Confederation parks, along
with Van Wagner’s Beach and
Binbrook Conservation Area
Beach are now posted as unsafe
for swimming.

Weekly bacteria testing shows
high levels of E. coli, the bacteria
associated with fecal matter, at
Confederation and Van Wagner’s
beaches.

Public health posts beaches as
unsafe when E.coli levels surpass
100 parts per million in 100 milli-
litres of water. E. coli bacteria in-
dicate other harmful organisms
are present.

Earlier this week, water sam-
ples at Confederation and Van
Wagner’s topped 1,000 in E. coli
counts. Health officials think
rough weather and high waves
raised bacterial levels.

Another Lake Ontario beach at
Beach Boulevard remains open,
but its E. coli levels are very close
to unacceptable.

Christie Conservation Area’s
beach became safe for swimming
after its chlorination curtain was
installed this week. In Hamilton
Harbour, Bayfront and Pier 4
beaches have been open only two
weeks this year, beginning May
24.

Scientists are trying to figure
out why many beaches with no
obvious sources of contamina-
tion such as sewer overflow out-
lets continue to show unaccept-
able bacterial counts.

“It’s a lot more complicated
than we thought,” said Murray
Charlton, a leading Environment
Canada researcher at the Nation-

al Water Research Institute in
Burlington.

Health officials look for E. coli
to tell them if there is contamina-
tion from human feces, indicating
sewage spills or seepage.

“What we’ve found out is that
the test doesn’t tell any difference
between bird poop and human
poop,” he said.

Current research suggests wa-

terfowl populations around
beaches are the source of conta-
mination.

And in Hamilton, bird numbers
are exploding. Three decades ago,
the city had almost no Canada
geese. Today, more than 80,000
breeding pairs have moved in,
Charlton said.

Another piece of the picture is
also emerging. Researchers now

think the beaches themselves are
acting as huge E. coli sponges
where the bacteria can survive.

No one seems to know how long
they can survive in the beach,
Charlton said, “but it looks like
it’s a long time.”

Charlton’s team used a jack-
hammer to break through the
frozen sand at Bayfront Park last
winter. “About 60 centimetres
down, we found E. coli alive.”

That means they’ve been there
since the summer, he said, and
suggests the bacteria can live
longer than anticipated in beach-
es, even though they’re not 
actively reproducing.

“We don’t have a definitive an-
swer on this and we don’t suggest
public health people change any-
thing at this time,” Charlton said.

The city will build a bird-free
zone at Pier 4 beach this summer
to see if controlling the geese and
gulls improves water quality. The
beach and shallow water will be
caged by poles supporting a net of
wires to keep the waterfowl from
flying in.

But when Canada geese moult
and can’t fly in July and August,
they walk and swim to where they
want to go, said Eric Matthews,
public health’s manager of safe
water programs.

The shoreline will be changed to
discourage waterfowl and a float-
ing barrier will surround the
beach to keep them from swim-
ming in. Shrubs that geese refuse
to walk through will be planted
and temporary sliding gates will
be installed on the stairs down to
the beach. “I was down there in
May and watched lots of geese use
those stairs just like they were
people,” Matthews said.

pmorse@thespec.com
905-526-3434

BY MELISSA MEWDELL

The thermometer might say 
34 C, but today will feel more
like 40 C.

Blame the high humidity.
Hamilton is under both heat

and smog alerts today, and the
Halton Region Health Depart-
ment has issued this warning:
Stay cool.

“Even short periods of high
temperatures can cause serious
health problems,” reads Halton’s
warning.  

“Whenever it gets exceeding-
ly hot, you can suffer heat
stroke, headache and nausea,”
said Burgess Hawkins, environ-
mental health specialist with the
health department.

“If your body temperature
gets too high, it can damage vital
organs.”

Hawkins said those most at
risk are the elderly and young
children and people on medica-
tion and with various heart and
lung conditions. 

Symptoms of heat-related ill-
nesses include rapid breathing,
weakness or fainting, headache

and confusion. The health de-
partment says vulnerable people
should stay out of the sun, avoid
strenuous outdoor activities and
head to air-conditioned places.  

It also recommends that peo-
ple stay hydrated by avoiding
coffee, tea, pop and alcohol and
by drinking lots of water and
fruit juice instead.  

The smog warning issued yes-
terday means the environment
ministry believes air quality will
be moderate to poor today. 

They urge people to minimize
vehicle use and keep air condi-
tioners a few degrees higher
than normal.

There have already been 
18 smog advisories this year. The
record, set in 2001, is 21.

A report released by the On-
tario Medical Association cal-
culated 5,800 people across the
province will die because of
breathing polluted air, 60,000
will go to an emergency room
and 17,000 will be admitted to
hospital beds this year.  

mmewdell@thespec.com
905-526-3539

Today will be hot and humid
so cool it, say the experts

Five-car pileup sends four to hospital
BY MELISSA MEWDELL

A five-car accident sent four peo-
ple to hospital and shut down the
Lincoln Alexander Parkway for an
hour last night.

Hamilton police stopped east-
bound traffic on the Linc to inves-
tigate the accident which hap-
pened at Mud Street and Winter-
berry Drive.

Staff Sergeant Carol Pacey said

a sport utility vehicle travelling
west on Mud Street ran a red light
and hit a car waiting to turn left
onto Winterberry Drive.  

The collision sent the SUV into
a vehicle moving southbound on
Winterberry Drive which, in turn,
sent the SUV across the median
where it hit two cars waiting on

Mud Street to turn north. One of
the vehicles flipped over onto its
hood.

The Linc was closed at 9:40 for
about an hour.

Sharleen Treleaven, who lives
on Paramount Drive, fears she
will be hit every morning when
she drives through that intersec-

tion en route to work. 
“There is way more traffic than

the lights can handle,” she said,
which causes motorists to risk
pushing through after the traffic
light has changed. 

She says it shouldn’t take a fatal
accident before the city does
something to fix the problem.

mmewdell@thespec.com
905-526-3539

A6-vik #2

SUV runs red light causing chain reaction


