
BY WADE HEMSWORTH

The beavers are back in Hamilton 
Harbour.

Their return has harbour advocates
simultaneously cheering at the return
of wildlife and worrying about the
damage the animals may cause.

“It’s kind of a fine line we walk,” said
Sherry Houston of the Bay Area
Restoration Council (BARC). “We need
to protect trees, but we also need to
protect beavers.”

In the past several weeks, beavers
have taken up residence at Hamilton’s
Bayfront Park and across the bay at
LaSalle Park in Burlington.

Improving water quality and the 
proliferation of woody plants along the
water’s edge have suddenly made the
harbour a desirable habitat for beavers.

The Bayfront beaver — possibly
more than one — moved in about six
weeks ago, while the Burlington beaver
apparently set up house late last year. 

Sightings are rare, since beavers work
at night and slow down during winter,
but the evidence is plain to see.

All along the eastern edge of Bayfront
Park, just below the paved pathway,
the beaver has chewed down dozens of
small shoreline trees and a number of
mature willows with trunks more than
30 centimetres in diameter.

In the shallows where Bayfront Park
meets the Macassa Bay Yacht Club,
there’s a small lodge of sticks and mud,
featuring a finishing touch available
only to the urban beaver: a few old
planks.

These may be the first beavers in
modern memory for Hamilton 
Harbour, but this is not the first time

that Canada’s most beloved rodent has
presented itself in an urban Ontario
setting. 

At Confederation Park, for example,
a colony of beavers that was felling tall
poplars had to be trapped in 1998. This
past autumn, the trapping of beavers at
the University of Waterloo generated a
community uproar.

For now, there are no plans to disturb
the Hamilton Harbour beavers. 
Relocating them now that they have
put away their winter food would be a
death sentence.

The City of Hamilton and BARC are
consulting experts to determine the
best approach to take in the spring-
time.

Hamilton’s manager of parks and
cemeteries, Al Dore, is happy to see the
Bayfront beaver, but has mixed feelings
about it staying.

“It’s great that that kind of wildlife is
now coming back to the harbour,” he
said. “I think it speaks to the remedia-
tion work that’s been going on down
there.”

He’s concerned, though, about how
hungry the beaver or beavers will get
later. January is mating season and by
May, there could be a small colony.

Dore’s main concern is for the shade
trees in the grassy areas high above the
waterline. If the beavers start taking
those, the city might have to act, he
said. 

One option is planting the shoreline
with beaver favourites such as poplar
and willow as a compromise that
would allow them to stay, but keep
them away from the shade trees.
whemsworth@thespec.com
905-526-3254
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LOCAL
Traffic is key issue in Wal-Mart fray
BURLINGTON ✦ The fight to stop Wal-Mart from building a large store
near downtown Burlington resumes tomorrow with an examination
of traffic concerns.

Wal-Mart’s potential impact on traffic is a hot-button issue for 
residents living in the city core. They will make their case against the
store at an as-yet unscheduled time at the Ontario Municipal Board
hearing deciding the matter. The hearing, which took a break in early
December, has already spent eight weeks on planning issues and
whether they permit the store in that location.

Wal-Mart, which owns 7.6 hectares of land at Fairview and Brant
Streets, is appealing Burlington council’s refusal to allow a zoning
amendment required for its proposed store of 129,000 square feet.

Residents are up in arms over what they believe will be additional
congestion on Fairview and on their own streets when drivers, in an
effort to avoid traffic, travel through residential areas.

John Boich of Rambo Creek Ratepayers’ Association said, “Traffic will
be horrendous ... Those of us who live here know it’s already a problem.”
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ACTRA strike could be costly for city
A decision by Canada’s unionized actors and performing artists to
strike yesterday has the city of Hamilton worried.

“It certainly has us concerned,” said Neil Everson, executive 
director of economic development. “Film generates a lot of revenue in
this city.”

It is the first time in ACTRA’s 64-year history that they have hit the
picket lines. The organization represents 21,000 actors and 
performers across Canada. Reasons behind the strike include 
the ACTRA wage scale and concerns over new media.

“What the producers want is the right to distribute our members’
work, worldwide on the Internet, for free. That’s not acceptable,” 
said Stephen Waddell, ACTRA’s national executive director and chief
negotiator.

Everson is unsure of how the strike will affect the city.
“This is a fairly slow time for us in terms of filming,” he said. 

“We only have two productions going this week, neither of which will
be impacted by the strike.”
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Mohawk doubles up for United Way
Mohawk College has nearly doubled its annual contribution to the
United Way during the past three years.

The college announced yesterday its 2006 contribution to the 
United Way of Burlington and Greater Hamilton has hit $53,000 —
$8,000 more than its goal of $45,000. In 2004, Mohawk donated
$28,000 and, in 2005, it gave $42,000.

The Hamilton United Way set a 2006 goal of $4.5 million.
College officials are pleased with the support given to the United

Way from staff and students. Mohawk’s 2006 Red Tie Campaign for
the United Way included staff payroll deduction pledges and a series
of fundraisers, such as the annual garage sale, a student pub night, a
pasta lunch, a 50/50 draw and a Red Tie Party that was part of the 
annual staff recognition event.

“Mohawk not only champions citizenship in our classrooms, we 
also practice citizenship in our community,” president MaryLynn West-
Moynes said in a statement. “Staff and students have raised the bar in
terms of Mohawk’s response to a genuine need in our community.”
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Obituary

BY DANIEL NOLAN

It will be standing room only at the fu-
neral for TV pioneer Frank DeNardis.

Not only did he help get CH-TV on
the air back in 1954, he served on 14
boards, agencies and community
groups and counted among his friends
former Ontario Lieutenant Governor
Lincoln Alexander, Hamilton diocese
Bishop Anthony Tonnos, politicians,
lawyers, media
types and just
plain regular folk.

Dennis Concor-
dia, who knew
DeNardis for 20
years, recalls
walking through
Hamilton Farmers’
Market on Satur-
days with his pal
and said he “had as
much time for the
stall holders as he
did for the VIPs he bumped into. That
was the thing about Frank. He treated
everybody, every single person he ever
met, with dignity and respect. If there
was such a person as Hamilton’s godfa-
ther, Frank was it.”

DeNardis, who retired from CH as
vice-president and station manager in
1987, died yesterday at 74 of a blood dis-
order. 

His funeral is scheduled for Friday at
10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the
King.

Born in east Hamilton, he attended
Cathedral Boys’ School. He went to the
School of Radio and Television in New
York City before starting his TV career
as a cameraman. DeNardis was induct-
ed into Hamilton’s Gallery of Distinc-
tion in 2001 and received a lifetime
achievement award from the Canadian
Television Program Executives.

Larry Russell, who knew DeNardis
since 1972, formed the Pride and Joy
Club with him and about 20 other nota-
bles, such as lawyer Jack Pelech and for-
mer mayor Jack MacDonald. They get
together for dinner or coffee.

“He’s certainly going to be missed in
many areas,” he said. “Frank was always
one of the first guys to volunteer.”

Former CH news director John Best,
whom DeNardis hired in 1981 to help
expand and improve the nightly news
show, called him a “vital part of the
community” who supported many of
the city’s cultural groups. 

CH news anchor Connie Smith said
he was a man with “an enormous pas-
sion” for local television and Hamil-
ton.

DeNardis is survived by his wife, 
Diane, and three children, Laura, Chris
and Pat.

His career in TV inspired his children.
Chris is a cameraman at CH and Pat has
carved out a career as a top technician
who has worked for TSN and ESPN and
covered the Olympics. 

Visitation is at the Friscolanti Funeral
Chapel on Barton Street East tomorrow
and Thursday 5-9 p.m.
dnolan@thespec.com
905-526-3351
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Trees on Hamilton Harbour’s north shore show evidence of the beavers’ work. The city may have to plant beaver favourites such as willow to preserve shade trees.

Improving water quality has beavers building dams at Bayfront Park.

Beavers at work in harbour

BY PAUL LEGALL

CAYUGA ✦ A native protester wore a
colourful Mohawk headdress and his
supporters staged a quiet protest by
defying court protocol during his bail
hearing yesterday.

Trevor Miller, 31, who faces theft,
robbery and assault charges, has been
in custody since he was arrested at the
Grassy Narrows First Nations reserve,
north of Kenora, on Aug. 8, 2006.

The charges stem from separate 
incidents near the Douglas Creek 
Estates protest site in Caledonia 

involving an attack on two television
cameramen and the hijacking of an
American border patrol vehicle. Two
U.S. law enforcement officers and an
OPP officer were in the vehicle at the
time. 

At the time of his arrest, Miller was
also facing counts of breach of 
recognizance for not appearing in court
and for assaulting his pregnant girl-
friend on New Year’s Eve 2005. Last
month, he pleaded guilty to these
charges in Brantford court and was
sentenced to time served and one-year
probation.

Miller’s supporters, who filled the
Cayuga courtroom yesterday, have 
described him as a “prisoner of war”
and protested his imprisonment 
during a rally at Queen’s Park last year.
A justice of the peace denied him bail
after an eight-day bail hearing in 
August 2006.

Yesterday, his supporters refused to
stand when Superior Court Justice
Stephen Glithero entered and left the
courtroom. They stood while the court
was in session and everybody else was
seated. Miller donned a headdress
brought to court by his mother, Trudy.

He refused to sit during the hearing.
But Glithero made no comment

about either before he adjourned the
case to Jan. 22. On that date, Miller will
appear again before Superior Court
Justice David Marshall.

Marshall presided over the start of a
90-day mandatory review of Miller’s
bail status last year. But he adjourned
the case without reaching a decision to
allow time for preparation of a tran-
script of Miller’s August bail hearing.

Outside the courtroom, defence
lawyer Justin Griffin told reporters: “I
believe he’s a prisoner of war.

“This is a sovereign nation ... When
the Canadian Forces go into sovereign
lands, it’s an act of war.

“This is a very political issue. The
political overtones are significant,” he
added.

Brant assistant Crown attorney 
Larry Brock opposed Miller’s release in
August 2006 fearing that he was a
flight risk.

He wouldn’t say, however, whether
he still opposes Miller’s release on
those grounds.
plegall@thespec.com 
905-526-3385

Everybody’s happy to see them back, but there’s concern about saving trees

Native protester refuses to follow court protocol at his bail hearing
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