
CYAN MAGENTA
YELLOW BLACK

Purchase A Hi Efficiency Furnace And Receive A

(Installation Extra)

Plus: NO Payment 
NO Interest For 6 Months 

O.A.C.

Reserve Now And You Will Receive A
Central Air Absolutely Free. This Is
A Great Opportunity To Replace Your

Old Inefficient Furnace And Air
Conditioner With Hi Efficiency And
Greatly Reduce Your Utility Bill. 

Call Today To Book 
An Appointment With 

Our Professional Home
Comfort Advisors.

Limited Time Offer • Limited Quantities
Available Financing Available • Call For Details

• The Same Day Installation
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970 Upper James St.
905 385-2800 

www.aireone.com 
1-888-827-2665

*Free 
central air

as low as

$3995 

per month
o.a.c.

$10
OFF
Furnace
Check Up up to *$675 

Government 
Cash Rebate

FREECENTRAL AIR

WEATHER

T H U R S D AY,  J A N U A RY  1 8 ,  2 0 0 7 ✦  T H E S P E C . C O M

High: –2

Low: –9

Breezy and partly sunny,

cloudy and cold tonight.

Full details: Go 2

I dont

YOUR FAVOURITE PLACES

PER ISSUE:
94¢ plus GST

Bridge/Chess...Go 4
Business.............A11
Comics...........Go 16
Crossword.....Go 16
Dear Abby........Go 6
Horoscopes.....Go 6
Local....................A8
Lotteries..............A2
Opinion........A14/15
Stocks............Go 15
Sudoku...........Go 16
Weather...........Go 2

Fewer of us are making 
that leap of faith. 

Canada s population is booming, 
but trips to the altar 

have slowed 
to a 60-year low.

A billion
reasons for
cleaning up
our harbour

ILLUSTRATION: 

PRISCILLA SCHNEIDERSMANN,

THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

❚ Canada’s marriage rate has plummeted in the
past 60 years, from 10.9 per 1,000 a year to 4.7.

❚ P.E.I. has the highest rate at 6 per 1,000, Quebec
the lowest at 2.8 marriages a year per 1,000 people.

❚ More than 25 per cent of Quebec couples live in
common-law relationships. The Canadian average is
11.7 per cent.

❚ Canadians are waiting longer before marrying — 
30.6 years for men and 28.5 for women.

❚ 75.2 per cent of marriages were performed in a
religious ceremony. Ontario was tops at 98.3 per cent
and British Columbia the bottom at 41 per cent.

❚ The group Canadians for Equal Marriage says
there have been 12,000 same-sex marriages since
Ontario made it legal in 2003. Canada made it legal
last July.

❚ The 2001 census shows there were more than
12,000 common-law couples in Hamilton. That 
compares to 102,000 married couples.

❚ In 2001, 13,250 said they were separated and
28,465 said they were divorced.

❚ 38 per cent of marriages end in divorce before 
30 years. But the longer you are married, the better
your chances of staying together.

❚ Couples who live together before marriage are 
50 per cent more likely to divorce.

RELATED STORY: Canadians
are marrying much less than
Americans, but at the same rate
as couples in western Europe. A10

Ontario couples are
more likely than other
Canadians to choose 
a religious ceremony, 
but avoiding a wedding
entirely is popular,
especially in Quebec

BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Cleaning up Hamilton’s image by
cleaning up the harbour is worth near-
ly $1 billion.

That’s the value a new computer
model puts on the benefits that will
flow from improving the harbour
enough to take it off the International
Joint Commission’s list of Great Lakes
pollution hot spots.

The model developed by York 
University for Environment Canada
identifies direct economic gains for the
port, industry and tourism, but says
reducing the city’s stigma as a dirty, in-
dustrial city is worth much more. 

Stakeholders told researchers the an-
ticipated benefits “include an 
enhanced ability of key local industries,
such as steel and health care, to attract
recruits for high-end jobs, currently a
critical issue for these organizations.”

They said a better image will boost
property values, spur downtown
growth and help McMaster University
attract top students and researchers.
They also expect environmental 
improvements will lead to more recre-
ational opportunities.

Benefits of containing toxic sedi-
ment at Randle Reef are put at $126
million, but the biggest gains — worth
more than $900 million — won’t be
seen until the harbour ecosystem is
delisted by the IJC. The harbour reme-
dial action plan aims for that by 2015. 
emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

Bell will make
all calls within
Hamilton local
— for a price

You know what they say, build a better
bulletproof, bomb-withstanding,
lightweight suit of armour, and the
world will beat a path to your door. Or,
at least, it will beat a path to your story.

A recent story on The Spectator’s
website about Hamilton-born inven-
tor Troy Hurtubise was ranked as the
Internet’s second-most referenced
news story yesterday by a web tracking
service called BlogPulse. That’s a ser-
vice offered by Nielsen Buzzmetrics,
the same media tracking conglomerate
that brings you TV ratings every week.

The service measures the “buzz”
created by a news story by tracking the
number of links that are made to it
through the world’s network of
weblogs, or “blogs.” The traffic nearly
ground the paper’s site to a halt.

Thespec.com’s Hurtubise story was
ranked just behind a New York Times
story about more than half of all
American women living without a
spouse. But the Spectator’s story was
more popular than news stories about
U.S. President George Bush’s appear-
ance on 60 Minutes, and a CNN story
about the gruesome execution of two
aides to Saddam Hussein.

All of which now makes sense to
Spectator reporter Wade Hemsworth,
who couldn’t understand why he has
been fielding calls about his story from
military sources and other media as far
away as Poland, the United Kingdom
and South Korea.

Hurtubise has developed a proto-
type for a lightweight armour shell
that conjures up an image of a Star
Wars Imperial Storm Trooper. 
The Hamilton Spectator

Spec s story
No. 2 most
read among
Netizens

BY NICOLE MacINTYRE

Call your cousin in Stoney Creek from
Ancaster to share the news — the city is
finally making it a local call.

At councillors’ direction, Bell Cana-
da is seeking permission to extend 
local calling to the suburbs, where res-
idents pay long-distance rates to make
calls across the city.

The change will cost all residents an
extra 30 cents a month and businesses
17 cents. The fee is meant to compen-
sate phone companies for their lost
long-distance revenue and will end 
after three years. 

If approved by the Canadian Radio-
television and Telecommunications
Commission (CRTC), local calling will
be extended to Ancaster, Binbrook,
Dundas, Freelton, Galt, Hamilton,
Lynden, Mount Hope, Stoney Creek,
Waterdown and Winona.

No phone numbers will be changed. 
Insurance agent Rex Wang with the

Co-operators in Dundas is thrilled by
the move  that will save him money
calling clients. 

“It’s ridiculous. When I call from
home in Westdale it’s no cost. From
work in Dundas it’s long distance.”
nmacintyre@thespec.com
905-526-3299

A boxer, 
a boarder and
a hoopster
Three great ones vie
for Golden Horseshoe
Athlete of the Year.
SP10
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