
BY ERIC MCGUINNESS

Hamilton Harbour’s health-
care team is worried — and sad-
dened — by a burst of toxic
blue-green algae that may keep
people and animals away from
the water for weeks.

Blue-green algae consist of
microscopic organisms more
akin to bacteria than algae.

Some species produce toxins
that can irritate the skin of peo-
ple and pets and be harmful if
consumed or inhaled.

Marilyn Baxter, executive di-
rector of the Bay Area Restora-
tion Council, said yesterday:
“I’m very disappointed for all of
us that we — everyone in
Hamilton — can’t enjoy the wa-
ter more. It shows more 

work needs to be done.”
While harbour water quality

has improved greatly in recent
years, Hamilton’s big Wood-
ward Avenue sewage treatment
plant continues to release too
much phosphorus, a plant 
nutrient that encourages
growth of blue-green algae that
can irritate the skin.

Baxter said, “More has to be

done on the wastewater treat-
ment plants. Then the algae
problem should  disappear.”

John Hall, co-ordinator of the
harbour Remedial Action Plan,
spotted a paint-like scum of
blue-green algae at LaSalle Park
in Burlington and more around
the marina at Pier 8 on the 24th.

He reported it to public health
officials who collected samples,

had them tested and issued an
alert last Friday warning people
to avoid swimming or wading
along the western shoreline —
especially at LaSalle, Pier 4 and
Bayfront parks; at the Des-
jardins Canal fishing area and at
Princess Point.

emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

CYAN MAGENTA
YELLOW BLACK

LOCALTHE HAMILTON SPECTATORA6 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST  2, 2006

We Service all Major
Appliance Brands

P R E M I E R E  S E R V I C E
HOME APPLIANCE CENTRE • 905-383-2146
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DENTURES

Valid until August 31/06

S AT I S FA C T I O N  G U A R A N T E E D

905•318•7703
$249each
$249each
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EVERYDAY LOWEVERYDAY LOW
MORTGAGE RATESMORTGAGE RATES
NO GIMMICKS.NO GIMMICKS.

Now is the right time to try FirstOntario Credit Union. Our Now is the right time to try FirstOntario Credit Union. Our 
Everyday Low Mortgage rates are among the lowest you’ll find Everyday Low Mortgage rates are among the lowest you’ll find 
anywhere. Every day. No gimmicks. No negotiation required. anywhere. Every day. No gimmicks. No negotiation required. 
Plus, for a limited time we’re including a line of credit of $5,000Plus, for a limited time we’re including a line of credit of $5,000 
or more with your mortgage at a very special rate on approvedor more with your mortgage at a very special rate on approved 
credit. To find out more credit. To find out more call us at: call us at: 

1 800 616.88781 800 616.8878, , visit a branch orvisit a branch or FirstOntarioCU.com.FirstOntarioCU.com.

5 YEAR FIXED RATE5 YEAR FIXED RATE
MORTGAGEMORTGAGE

FOR A LIMITED TIMEFOR A LIMITED TIME
SEE BRANCH FOR DETAILSSEE BRANCH FOR DETAILS

5.5959% +
A LINE OF CREDIT 

AT PRIME PLUS 1.5%

Rates may change with market conditions.

fcu-mort-2006-400newsad-5.59ratePage 1   6/26/06   4:17:49 PM
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When you need to hire,
and hire fast,

call 905-526-3200.

To place your ad, talk to one of our
employment specialists today.

www.empirecommunities.com

See us on Saturday 
in The Hamilton

Spectator’s
newhomes

WHERE
IN 

THE
EMPIRE

DO 
YOU

WANT
TO

LIVE?

®

H
09

97
34

7 AQUANICA
HOT TUBS

2200 Rymal Rd. E.
(Hwy. 20 & 53)
905-692-1107

NOW ON TILL
AUG. 6/06

FREE
STEREO

with every J-300
& J-400 model

Plus a FREE FACTORY BONUS SPECIAL See store 
for details.

SaleSale
50TH ANNIVERSARY

The following establishment has applied to the Alcohol 
and Gaming Commission of Ontario for a liquor licence 
under the Liquor Licence Act:

Application for a Sales Licence

BREAD AND ROSES
27 KING WILLIAM STREET
HAMILTON (Indoor area)

Any resident of the municipality may make a written 
submission as to whether the issuance of the licence is 
in the public interest having regard to the needs and 
wishes of the residents. Submissions must be received 
no later than August 24, 2006. Please include your name, 
address and telephone number. If petition is submitted 
to the Commission, please identify the designated 
contact person. Note: The AGCO gives the applicant 
copies of any objections. Anonymous objections are 
not considered.

The personal information gathered is collected under the 
authority of the Liquor Licence Act. The principal purpose 
of the collection is to assess eligibility for the issuance of 
a liquor sales licence. Copies of all objections are given 
to the applicant. The information may also be disclosed 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. Questions about this collection should 
be directed to the Manager, Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario at 
the address, telephone numbers or e-mail address
listed below.

Submissions to be sent to: Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, 
90 Sheppard Avenue East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON  
M2N 0A4. Tel: 416-326-8700 OR Toll-free in 
Ontario: 1-800-522-2876. Fax: 416-326-5555. 
E-mail: licensing@agco.on.ca

Pour des renseignements en français concernant cette 
annonce, veuillez écrire à : Direction de lõinscription 
et de la délivrance des permis, Commission des alcools 
et des jeux de lõOntario, 90, rue Sheppard Est, bureau 200, 
Toronto, ON  M2N 0A4. Tél. : 416 326-8700 ou 
1 800 522-2876 (interurbains sans frais en Ontario). 
Téléc. : 416 326-5555. Courriel : licensing@agco.on.ca

Notice of 
Liquor Licence 
Application

SSPPEECCTICKER... SUMMER IN THE CITY. HAMILTON HANDLES THE HEAT  WITH A JOKE AND A LAUGH. A8 

BY CARMELA FRAGOMENI

Teenagers in school often com-
plain that memorizing chemical
names and formulas has no rel-
evance to the real world, where
they’ll likely never use them.

It’s a familiar lament that led
high school teacher Rachel 
Muvrin to become a researcher
for two weeks this summer at
McMaster University. 

In September, she’ll have a
powerful lesson on how chem-
istry is applied beyond the
classroom to find solutions to
important areas such as the 
environment.

“Being a chemistry teacher, I
was interested in how it’s used
to solve problems and how it is
used in the real world. It’s 
important for students to know
it, and I’m here to learn it first-
hand,” says Muvrin, a science
teacher at Bishop Reding 
Secondary School in Milton.

“The environment affects all
of us ... The principles they are
learning in class have a purpose
that is very beneficial to all of
us.”

Muvrin, a Burlington resi-
dent, gladly gave up two weeks
of summer vacation for time in a
lab coat, working with beakers,
test tubes and her own knowl-
edge of chemistry to measure
sediment contaminants in
Hamilton Harbour.

She extracted the chemicals,
prepared them for analysis and
then analyzed the data.

She is excited about making
her students’ learning more 
relevant. She’ll share her 
research and is planning a field
trip to show them the lab and
her work.

Muvrin, a McMaster chem-
istry grad, has taught math and
science for eight years. She was
one of six Ontario high-school
teachers in a provincial Ministry
of Research and Innovation 
pilot project. Muvrin’s concen-
tration measurements will form
the basis of research into the 
effects of contaminants on fish
behaviour such as reproduction
or foraging for food.

Greg Slater, a McMaster 
assistant professor of earth 
sciences, thinks bringing in
high-school teachers to do 
research is a great idea. 

“I would really like to see the
applicability and implementa-
tion of science and of chemistry
in particular, to be demonstrat-
ed to high school students,” said
Slater.

Understanding chemistry and
science is “absolutely necessary

for future positive contribu-
tions to the protection of the
environment, of human health
and of the ecosystem,” he said.

Allison Sekuler, associate
vice-president of research at
McMaster, said Muvrin can now
go back to her students and say
this is important because it 
affects the environment —
something you all care about.

The benefit of having teachers
participate in research is 

exponential. “If I bring a class of
students into my lab, I can’t fit
more than eight in. If we bring
one teacher into the lab, how
many students do they teach in
one year and then through their
career?

“The teachers are really key.
They’re shaping the future,”
said Sekuler.

cfragomeni@thespec.com
905-526-3392 

BY BARBARA BROWN

The Crown has withdrawn a
charge of obstruct justice
against a Revenue Canada in-
vestigator that was laid private-
ly by a Hamilton taxpayer.

The charge was instigated by
one of two businessmen whose
tax-evasion case was tossed out
of court in 2005 by an angry
judge who found “serious mis-
conduct” on the part of income
tax officials and ordered the
Crown to pay more than
$160,000 toward one of the ac-
cused’s legal costs.

The judge did not award costs
to Marc Holterman, a Hamilton
lawyer who had represented
himself. Following the dis-
missal of his charges, Holter-
man’s complaints about the tax
department were reviewed by
Hamilton police but no charges
were laid. 

He ultimately persuaded a
justice of the peace to file a pri-
vate charge against Sterling An-
drew Fish, a special investigator
with the Hamilton Tax Services
Office.

The Crown Law Office in
Toronto then had responsibility
to screen the private charge to
see if there was a reasonable
prospect of a conviction.

Crown Counsel Melissa
Ragsdale said after reviewing
“substantial materials from all
involved parties,” she deter-
mined that there was no likeli-
hood of Fish being convicted.

Ragsdale withdrew the ob-
struct justice charge in court on
July 24. She said a charge of ob-
struct justice required proof of
specific intent. In other words,
the prosecution must show the
accused person wilfully com-
mitted the offence.

“In this case, it is the Crown’s
view that the evidence at its
highest may, arguably, demon-
strate that the accused was in-
competent or even negligent in
discharging some of his duties
in preparing the affidavit,” she
said. 

However, that evidence did
not satisfy the “specific intent”

requirement to prove the al-
leged offence.

The Crown’s decision ends
the latest skirmish in an ongo-
ing legal battle between Rev-
enue Canada and Holterman,
along with his Orillia business
associate, Thomas Tiffin.

Holterman said he was con-
tent at least to have an acknowl-
edgment from the Crown that
the tax investigator on their
case may have been “incompe-
tent or even negligent.”

Holterman, Tiffin and Nissi
Financial Corporation, a Pana-
manian-registered company
set up to broker business deals
between other corporations,
was originally charged with
fraud, tax evasion and making
false statements on their in-
come tax returns.

However, the tax-evasion
case was thrown out of court in
April 2005 after a Hamilton
judge found that CCRA tax in-
vestigators made “fraudulent,
false and grossly misleading
statements” to another judge in
order to obtain search warrants.

Superior Court Justice Nick
Borkovich blasted income tax
investigators for “serious mis-
conduct,” quashed the search
warrants, ruled the evidence
seized on their authority inad-
missible and dismissed all
charges against both men.

The decision to quash the
warrants is under appeal by the
Crown.

Holterman and Tiffin have
two civil suits against Fish and
other tax officials on hold
pending the decision of the On-
tario Court of Appeal. 

They have also written to the
Department of Justice of Cana-
da and various public bodies,
complaining about their treat-
ment at the hands of tax offi-
cials. 

Toronto lawyer John Rosen,
who represented Fish, said he
was “very pleased” the Crown
realized there was no criminal
case against his client.

bbrown@thespec.com
905-526-3494

Chemistry to remember
Teacher s lab work

becomes a lesson

PAUL HOURIGAN, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Rachel Muvrin, a high school science teacher, measures sediment contaminants from Hamilton Harbour.

Investigator
gets a tax break
Obstruct justice charge withdrawn

Algae may
put you in
hot water
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