
BY PETER VAN HARTEN

This is one possible future imagined for
Hamilton’s west harbour among a 
series of proposals being unveiled
tonight.

Tackling the west harbour is the next
major challenge in the city’s decades-
long struggle to reclaim its harbour
from the monopoly of shipping and 
industry. 

“If done properly, it will be a won-
derfully diverse and interesting water-
front but it won’t happen without
some difficulty,” said John Hall of the
Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action
Plan. Hall is a member of the advisory
group of boaters, sailors, residents and
stakeholders who sat down with the
planners.

The proposals, which aim to expand
public access to the waterfront, will
likely mean major changes to the peo-
ple who have long used the bay for their
recreation: boaters, sailors and rowers. 

Look into the future at some of the
possibilities they dealt with.

Removing the boating facilities from
Macassa Bay opened it up to natural-
ization. The scenarios suggest Macas-
sa Bay as a fishing area. 

It’s the vital area for fish and wildlife
habitat, says Hall. “You will see this
wealth of aquatic plans and fish and
wildlife habitat in the shallow zones.”

The suggestion to move boaters out
of Macassa Bay comes from a real need,
said city planner Justin Readman.

Millions will be needed to restore the
shorelines of the west harbour and cre-
ate new breakwalls and seawalls to re-
store the aquatic life in the bay.

Millions more will have to be found
for the relocation of the sailing clubs
from their outdated facilities, leased

from the city until 2012, and into new
buildings.

A new club facility for rowing,
dinghy sailing and dragon boaters  in
the western edge of the main basin is
one of the future possibilities.

With the history of marina activity in

the west harbour dating back to 1820
and the battles with the city over rev-
enue-producing winter storage of
boats, it’s not surprising boat clubs are
wary of going into one new centralized
public marina with room for everyone.

That same alternative — of four pos-
sible ones — also provides for a new
public marina  with shared facilities for
the yacht club, power boaters, com-
mercial enterprises and the city.

It’s in the main basin where the tour
boats to Hamilton now stop. 

“There is room for sailboats and tour
boats but these things are not over-
whelming each other,” Hall said of the
future vision.

Little surprise, he says, because

Hamilton’s harbour is three times the
size of Toronto’s harbour.

“We will have these wonderful qual-
ities in Hamilton harbour where we
have natural areas in close proximity to
where boating and recreation is and
someone down in the west end can
wander out to Pier 8 where there will be
housing,” Hall said.

In 1992, there was less than 5 per cent
of the harbour accessible to the public
but in 2006 it was more than 25 per
cent. The remedial action group has
expanded its future access target to
35 per cent. It could be a wonderful
place, said Hall.
pvanharten@thespec.com
905-526-3328
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Rowing/sailing 
club facility
Possible home for 
rowing, dinghy 
sailing, dragon boat 
clubs;  learn-to 
programs and 
selected public and 
commercial use.

Public 
marina/club 
facility
One possible 
alternative       
that would 
house yacht 
(power/sailing) 
clubs with 
selected areas 
for public use 
and commercial 
enterprises.Picnic pavilion

Possible open-air pavilions in 
Bayfront Park for picnics, special 
events with seasonal services 
(vending machines, BBQs) and 
washrooms.

Public recreation building
Alternative possible site for  
concessions, washrooms, 
community use, summer 
programs and rentals near a 
naturalized  Macassa Bay cleared  
of slips and moorings and 
restricted to passive boating.

Proposed  
breakwaters

Remaking the
West Harbour

If you go:
Alternatives in the West Harbour 
Waterfront recreational  master plan
will be presented for public comment
tonight from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Workers Arts and Heritage Centre at
51 Stuart St.

Hamilton’s harbouring dreams
Four scenarios for the future of the city’s west harbour all provide more public access
Dream a little.

It’s 2036 and you are sailing under
the bumper-to-bumper traffic on the
Skyway bridge and on into Hamil-
ton’s attractive west harbour.

The recreational master plan for the
West Harbour Waterfront was ap-
proved late in 2007 and the success of
the harbour plan is obvious.

You see the waterfront trail, active
with walkers and in-line skaters who
rented their wheels at the booths that
also provide the rental canoes, row-
boats  and kayaks to boaters paddling
out in the water.

Bayfront Park, with its two special
event pavilions, is busy with picnick-
ers drawn to the waterfront by the in-
creased seating, trails, food booths
and new washrooms.

The “signature park” with its foun-
tains and gardens on the table lands at
the entrance to Bayfront Park wel-
comes visitors.

Macassa Bay, the small bay beside
it, has seen major changes.

It’s now restricted to small, passive
boating. The marina slips and moor-
ings are gone, relocated to the main
west harbour basin with its 500 to
700 slips farther east. Macassa Bay
has been naturalized and is an en-
hanced fishing area where more than
38 species can be caught.

BY BILL DUNPHY

Despite a decade of unparalleled 
economic growth, the poorest 40 per
cent of Canadian families have less
wealth today than their counterparts
did 20 years ago.

And the bottom half of that group —
the poorest fifth of Canadian families
— have gone from an effective net
worth of zero back in 1984 to being
$1,000 in debt in 2005.

At the same time, the richest fifth of
Canadian families have been accumu-
lating wealth at a steady clip since
1984, enriching themselves by 64 per
cent over the same time period, hitting
a median net worth of $551,000 by
2005.

That same 20 per cent of Canadian
families, hold 75 per cent of our coun-
try’s personal wealth in their hands.

The numbers come from a new 
Statistics Canada study which paints a
stark portrait of a wealthy country
where the gap between rich and poor
has been getting wider for two straight
decades. 

And without some significant
changes to the incomes of the poor, the
gap is likely to continue growing, says
co-author René Morissette.

“Families at the bottom can barely
make ends meet so they can’t accumu-
late any wealth, while those at the top
can save money, can put money into
‘risky investments’ that sometimes
make a pretty good return ... over time
that’s going to accumulate,” Moris-
sette explained.

The research suggested that the huge

growth in accumulated wealth comes
not just from greater income — 
although earlier research had demon-
strated a similar widening gap in 
incomes — but also from gains in the
value of housing.

Very few — just 5 per cent — of the
poorest fifth of Canadian families own
their own homes, and those homes, the
study found, did not appreciate in 
value enough to lift their owners above
the poverty line.

Among the study’s other findings:
❚ Families with young breadwinners

(under 35) have lower pay and less
wealth than their counterparts from
1984.

❚ Female-led, lone-parent families
are perhaps the most economically
vulnerable groups in Canada.

“One half of female-led, lone-parent
families are living in poverty,” Moris-
sette said. “They are really on the 
financial edge. They really have no
buffers when an interruption to their
income happens.”
bdunphy@thespec.com
905-526-3262

Rich and poor gap widens

The rich get richer
Median family wealth in Canada

1984 1999 2005
Bottom
20% $0 -$700 -$1,000
Second
20% $14,100 $14,400 $12,500
Top
20% $335,500 $464,900 $551,000

SOURCE: Statistics Canada

Many families can barely make ends meet, while those earning top incomes are saving
BY DANA BROWN

Police are seeking the public’s help to
identify a bank robber they believe has
hit at least a dozen Scotiabank branch-
es across southern Ontario in the past
12 months.

The man, dubbed the Under Armour
Bandit because of the logo on a distinc-
tive baseball cap he has worn, has made
his way from Kitchener to Milton to
Guelph to as far south as Windsor.

In total, three banks in Halton have
been robbed and an east end Hamilton
bank was hit Nov. 28.

All were Scotiabank branches.
The most recent robbery was 

Monday in Barrie, the same day a bank
in Peel Region was robbed. Police 
believe the man in question may be 
responsible for both. 

It’s the second time this year that two
banks in two cities were hit the same
day.

“He could live anywhere ... and he’s
bouncing around doing multi-juris-
dictional bank robberies,” said Barrie
police Sergeant Dave Goodbrand.

Detective Sergeant Paul Downey of
Hamilton’s BEAR unit said the man’s
appearance and the way he carries out
robberies are what alerted several 

police organizations to the fact that
they could be dealing with the same
person. Downey said the man is calm,
“doesn’t make a scene,” walks up to the
teller and asks for cash.

Halton Detective Steve Skerret said
the robber has even been videotaped
patiently waiting in line before 
approaching the teller.

“He’s always mentioned he has a
gun, but one has never been seen,”
Skerret said. 

The first robbery that police believe
the man may have been responsible for
occurred Jan. 6 in Kitchener. There was
no activity after that until Aug. 29 in
Milton.

The man has been seen running from
banks by witnesses, but they have not
linked him with any vehicle.

Investigators from several police
forces met earlier this week to discuss
how to ensure the appropriate infor-
mation is shared among the organiza-
tions.

The man is described as being in his
late 20s or early 30s, about five-foot-
nine, with short blond hair.

The logo on his baseball cap is a U 
intersecting with a rounded A.
dbrown@thespec.com
905-526-4629

Bank thief hitting several cities

BY DANIEL NOLAN

CALEDONIA ✦ Haldimand County
Mayor Marie Trainer is pleading with a
Richmond Hill man to cancel another
planned flag-waving march in town
this Saturday near the site of the native
land dispute.

Meanwhile, negotiations are set to
resume today among Ottawa, Ontario
and the Six Nations Confederacy to try
to resolve the 10-month occupation of
the onetime housing project Douglas
Creek Estates.

Talks have not been held since 
Nov. 14 after positions were staked out,

with Ottawa saying Six Nations sur-
rendered the Argyle Street South site in
the 1840s and Six Nations saying they
were duped.

Trainer is pleading with Gary
McHale, who organized a contentious
rally in Caledonia in October, to forgo
the new march because it could lead to
trouble. A similar march held Dec. 2,
ostensibly to salute Canada’s military,
was attended by about 30 people. OPP
stopped the group from flying flags
near Douglas Creek Estates and arrest-
ed one man.

“I haven’t heard anyone who is  for
it,” Trainer said. “Caledonia people

don’t really want him in their business.
They’d like him to stay home.”

The march is proposed to begin at
11:30 a.m. from the Canadian Tire
parking lot. Participants will try to
plant flags across the street from Dou-
glas Creek Estates. Trainer said the
OPP are prepared.

“They’re hoping nobody shows up,
but they’ll play everything by ear.”

McHale, who runs a website on the
Caledonia standoff, dismissed Train-
er’s comments and said he’s not advo-
cating trouble. He said he wants to
demonstrate his belief natives are be-
ing treated differently from non-na-

tives by the OPP and new commission-
er Julian Fantino.

“It’s not illegal to put up a Canadian
flag,” McHale said, noting natives have
put up flags on Douglas Creek Estates.
“No laws are being broken.”

In other developments:
❚ The Ontario Court of Appeal is ex-

pected to release its ruling today on
Justice David Marshall’s order in Au-
gust to halt negotiations. The province
bought the site and partly argues that
this action changed his order. The
appeal court heard arguments in Sep-
tember.

❚ In the Ontario legislature yesterday,

Premier Dalton McGuinty and Conser-
vative Leader John Tory sparred again
on the standoff. Tory accused the gov-
ernment of breaking a promise to have
protesters off the site by the start of
winter, but McGuinty said his govern-
ment has worked hard to ease tensions
and said Tory and his party “are eager
to pour gasoline on the situation.”

❚ A man accused of assaulting two
members of a CH-TV news crew will
remain in custody until his next court
date in January. Trevor Miller, 31, has
been in jail since August.
dnolan@thespec.com
905-526-3351

Mayor urges organizer to cancel second Caledonia march
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