
They danced like the old rockers they
were from the ’60s.

Grey-haired couples jived to old rock
’n’ roll music, while other fans in their
60s and 70s mouthed the lyrics to Bea-
tles and other ’60s music as PPeettee  BBeesstt
almost rocked the top off the old CHTV
telecentre last Thursday night. It was
the grand launch of the new Westside
Concert Theatre.

Owners LLoorreenn and LLiissaa  LLiieebbeerrmmaann
and CCoolliinn and NNuuppii  LLaappsslleeyy were cele-
brating with friends and family, while
many of the 250 relived their youth
with Best, the Beatles’ original drum-
mer — and often referred to as the fifth
Beatle.

“I’m the oldest bugger in the band
and I’m proud of it,” Best, 64, told the
crowd, who roared their approval.

“Ohmygawd, 40 years ago I was
dancing, doing the monkey, on this
floor,” exclaimed MMaarriissaa  DDeemmuuttiiss.

“That is spooky. The last time I was
here, it was Club 11. It was like Ameri-

can Bandstand,” she recalled. 
“Isn’t this a great addition to Hamil-

ton?” suggested RRoonn  CCoorrssiinnii.. “This
building was my debut on the CCaapp’’nn
AAnnddyy show in 1965,” he said.

It was the final stop of Best and his
band’s U.S. tour. Afterward, he was
heading to New York to discuss a new
album of original music with a division
of Warner Bros. Records. “It will be the

first time we put out an original of our
original music,” he told The Talk.

Loren’s mother, LLoouuiissee  LLiieebbeerrmmaann,
arrived with her friend, DDiiaannaa
GGooeessssiinnggeerr,, to celebrate with a glass of
wine. “It’s phenomenal what they have
accomplished in such a short time.
Their venue is sure to be a tremendous
success,” said Louise.

CChhrriiss  WWhhiittee and JJuuddyy  MMaarrssaalleess were

enjoying it from the sidelines. “It’s the
perfect size for Hamilton and it has
that cabaret feel to it where entertain-
ers interact with the audience,” said
Marsales. 

Later, she suggested to The Talk that
sock hops should be introduced for the
over-60s crowd.

The first drama presented in this
wonderful theatre will be next week-

end’s launch of Waiting for Godot, by
Hamilton’s Piccadilly Circus. It’s pro-
duced by GGaarryy  SSmmiitthh with JJoonnaatthhaann
HHaarrrriissoonn,,  WWiillllaarrdd  BBoouuddrreeaauu,,  AAddrriiaann
GGoorrrriisssseenn,,  MMaatttthheeww  WWiillllssoonn and
CCaammeerroonn KKnniigghhtt.

Tickets for performances next Fri-
day and Saturday and April 27, 28 and
29 are $20 and available at Bryan Prince
Bookseller, 905-528-4508.
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14-Apr Mississauga Living Arts Centre
15-Apr Kitchener Centre in the Square
16-Apr Hamilton Hamilton Place

To get tickets to the above shows
visit www.globeandmail.com/doodlebops

For more information go to www.doodlebops.com
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5th Beatle Best reopens theatre

The Talk caught up with all the skinny
at last week’s event that honoured
SShhiirrlleeyy  EEllffoorrdd, whose IAM exhibit
continues at the Hamilton Art Gallery
until April 30. 
❚ That good-looking couple, SSaasshhaa and
TToomm  WWeeiisszz are just back from their
first trip to South Africa where they
had three safaris. “It was a fantastic
trip,” says Sasha who looked marvel-
lous in a multihued, silk Armani jacket
from MMiillllii’’ss.
❚ The Juno Award memories are fading
away, but not for SSuuee  BBooyycchhuukk of An-
caster who’s still reeling from the hug
she got from CChhaadd  KKrrooeeggeerr of Nickel-
back. She also got a hug from actor
MMiicchhaaeell DDoouuggllaass when she and hus-
band, RRuussss, visited Douglas in Bermu-
da at his mom’s place. The guys played

some golf and they all got together for a
barbecue on the beach. Douglas’s wife,
CCaatthheerriinnee  ZZeettaa--JJoonneess was off doing a
movie. Russ is a benefactor of Music-
Can, a charity that promotes music ed-
ucation in Canada.

❚ KKyyllaa  SSzzyymmcczzyykk, media/public rela-
tions, St. Joseph’s Healthcare, is excit-
ed about a big trip next month. She and
her beloved, KKiirraann  KKuummaarr of Ancaster,
will celebrate their engagement in Ki-
ran’s grandparents’ home in Bangalore,
India. It’ll be in the Lalith Mahal
Palace with more than 300 guests. Ki-
ran’s great-grandfather was an artist
for a maharajah who had the palace
built in the 1930s for a state visit by the
viceroy of India. His artwork hangs in
the palace. They’ll marry next March.
❚ CH TV celebrity CCoonnnniiee  SSmmiitthh re-
ports she and husband, DDaavvee  WWiillssoonn,
have two early birds for a pool party at
their southwest Hamilton home. Con-
nie has named the two ducks, Daisy
and Daffy. They land in their pool once
the leaf cover is removed.

It’s been a ship of jewels for the
“Queen” of Hamilton Harbour. The
harbour cruises are a big success story
as the popular new tourism adventure
sails into its second year. It won the
award for best new business and made
a profit in spite of starting costs.

The Talk sat with Hamilton Water-
front Trust officials at last Thursday
night’s 8th annual Tourism Hamilton
Awards and learned:
❚ This year five more cruises have been
added for a total of 11 a week. There
were 169 cruises last season with more
than 12,000 passengers. Demand was
so high an additional six weeks was
added to the schedule.
❚ There are already more than 4,000
bookings this year. Board members ex-
pect a second vessel will sail the har-
bour within the next two years. 
❚ Four trolleys, which will carry 43 pas-
sengers, are being built by technicians
assisted by machine, wood and auto
shop students at Sir John A. Macdon-
ald secondary school.
They will help disabled people to tour

the 10-km waterfront trail.
❚ A licensed, full-service restaurant,
Williams Coffee Pub, will include a patio
at Pier 8 where the Harbour Queen is lo-
cated.
❚ A free service (wheelchair accessible)
will transport people from downtown
Hamilton to the harbour by the end of
this summer.

❚ Size matters. Hamilton Harbour is five
times the size of Toronto Harbour, ac-
cording to Hamilton Harbour Queen’s
charming captain, BBrriiaann  BBrrooookkss.
❚ The first wedding to charter the whole
vessel will be celebrated May 27. Calls
are coming in for 2007 weddings.
❚ A free barbecue to launch the new
season will be held May 27 at Pier 8.

And this just in, dahlings.
AAnniittaa  GGaattttoo,, PR girl celebrity in the Hamilton area, jetted off to

the Big Apple last Wednesday night for an interview on Star TV. 
The subject? Who else, but the volatile supermodel, NNaaoo--

mmii  CCaammppbbeellll, whose fiery temper got her in trouble again
over her missing Chip and Pepper denim jeans. 

She apparently blamed her personal assistant for tak-
ing them and allegedly hit her and was arrested.

Gatto, public relations manager for Burlington’s
Throat Threads Apparel, which represents Chip and
Pepper in Canada, was interviewed about the story be-
cause Chip and Pepper couldn’t make it.

Chip’s wife, Nicole, (for whom the NIK jeans are named)
just had a baby April 3. 

The segment aired last night.
“We did the interview in the NoLita Chip and Pepper

store, the first boutique for our Canadian boys, and had a ton
of fun with all the clothes and showcasing the Naomi shirt.”

Naomi shirt? Months ago, Chip and Pepper, made a shirt
that read, “Naomi hit me ... and I loved it!” Now the shirt
reads, Naomi hit me ... For my Chip and Pepper denim!” 

The skinny NIK jeans ($245) with a 37-inch inseam are
available at Over The Rainbow in Toronto. The shirt ($45)
is arriving this week at the same store.

sbourret@thespec.com
905-526-3305

TED BRELLISFORD, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Left: Pete Best, the Beatles’ original drummer, opened the
new Westside Concert Theatre. It’s the old CHTV studio
that’s beloved by thousands of Hamiltonians as the site of the
old Club 11 dance show. 

Above: The theatre’s owners, Colin and Nupi Lapsley and Lisa
and Loren Lieberman with Pete Best.
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Above: Naomi Campbell in her eyecatching shirt.
Below: A model wears the skinny NIK jeans.

Anita and Naomi on Star TV
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Joan Balinson, Sue Vattay, David Adames, Linsay Coombes and Kathy Dunn at the
Hamilton Tourism Awards.
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Sue Boychuk with Michael Douglas in
Bermuda.

Of Michael Douglas and feeling ducky

Want to cruise the harbour? Get in line
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