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Re: ‘The eugenics crusade; Are we
doomed to repeat the past? Website
chronicles shameful period of 
history’ (Nov. 23)

The article claimed to be an 
in-depth examination of stories
making news today, but its main
purpose seems to serve as a 
resource for anyone with the time
and patience to research the
sources identified.

The article originated in the
United States, and no reference was
made to eugenics in Canada. Most
Canadians might be forgiven for
thinking the practice of eugenics
existed in many places other than
Canada.

It is a sad fact that we are as much
a part of the eugenics equation as a
number of other countries. Two
Canadian provinces, Alberta and
British Columbia, performed com-
pulsory sterilization programs with
eugenic aims, stopping short, how-
ever, of sterilizing non-insane
criminals. 

The 1928 Alberta Sexual Steril-
ization Act allowed for compulsory
and optional sterilizations on more
than 2,800 “unfit” people between
1928 and 1972. 

A 1937 amendment allowed for
people to be sterilized without their
consent. 

In the final year, about 50 people
were operated on before the law
was repealed. In July 1933, British
Columbia passed its own sexual
sterilization act. This law was 
repealed in 1973.

A number of lawsuits have been
filed against both provincial gov-
ernments, a well-known successful
claim being made against the gov-
ernment of Alberta by Leilani Muir.
To date, the amount of money
awarded after successful claims
runs into many millions of 
dollars.
— W.R. Bond, Troy

Letters@thespec.com

Re: ‘Soldier promoted troops, not war’ (Letter, Nov. 29)
and ‘Westdale ceremony remembered vets’ (Letter, 
Nov. 23)

I agree with the writer suggesting we only need support
the troops, not the war. The problem is that’s not what
happened at Westdale Secondary School’s Remem-
brance Day assembly. There was an emphasis on certain
troops.

As the letter writer admits, the organizers deliberately
chose to downplay the contributions of Second World
War veterans and Holocaust survivors in order to focus
on an Afghanistan veteran. Canada’s role in the Second
World War is universally seen as a just cause and more
effort could have been made to help students relate to a
generation of heroes who will not be with us much
longer.

Instead, we listened to an active-duty soldier telling us
about his “burning desire” to risk his life once more and
“finish the job” in Afghanistan. By supporting the gov-
ernment position on this controversial war, which most

Canadians oppose, the speaker politicized the assembly.
This choice by the school comes at a time when the
Canadian Forces are reaching out for recruits to schools,
universities and sports events through speeches, booths
and student newspapers. There was no speaker at the
assembly who suggested we wish to avoid further casu-
alties in Afghanistan and that there are other ways of
solving problems than militarily occupying another
country.

Given the intense focus on Afghanistan and not-so-
subtle cues about how we were supposed to feel about
the war, I would have appreciated a more general assem-
bly that more broadly recognized the sacrifices of Cana-
dian soldiers in all wars. 

By making public my criticism of the assembly, I 
believe I drew more attention to the issue and stimulated
more contemplation by the student body than I would
have done by keeping silent.

Westdale is a public institution and is thus open to
public scrutiny.
— Siobhan Stone, Hamilton

Three-quarters of a billion dollars is a huge amount of money by any
standard, and a vast expenditure of taxpayer dollars. Over 25 years —
1990 to 2015 — that is the amount that will or should be spent on the
cleanup and improvement of Hamilton Harbour. 

We should not be scared off, or diverted from the goal of a clean and
healthy harbour, by that sum. This 25-year project is about revitalizing
one of this city’s most valuable — and abused — assets.  

Hamilton Harbour, also known (especially to our closest neighbour) as
Burlington Bay, is the defining fea-
ture of this city. It is central to our
natural, aboriginal, immigrant and
industrial history.

In very recent years, a whole new
level of public access to this city’s 
waterfront has resulted in the har-
bour being rediscovered by hundreds
of thousands of citizens and visitors. 

Only a few visionaries imagined 
10 years ago that people would flock
to walk the harbour’s trails, let their
children splash on new beaches, take
harbour cruises, dine out beside the
water, and enjoy festivals, museums
and Canada’s most venerated war-
ship.

Wildlife, from herons and cor-
morants to bass and pike, has re-
turned to the harbour.

About $410 million has been spent
so far, and about $369 million more is
needed to meet the goal of having the
harbour removed from an interna-
tional list of Great Lakes pollution
hot spots.

Some of that will go toward capping
and containing Randle Reef, laced
with toxic coal tars just offshore from
Stelco’s property. Some will go toward turning the notoriously polluted
Windermere Basin, at the east end of the harbour, into an environmen-
tally valuable wetland. Some will go to increasing the city sewage treat-
ment and containment facilities so that repeats of last Friday’s sewage
overflow into the harbour become rarer.

The money has been — and will be — well spent.
We cannot feel good about where we live if we are embarrassed by the

state of it; conversely, we can take pride in bringing life back to the har-
bour, in it, around it and on it. There is resurgent civic pride in Hamilton,
and much of that has to do with us seeing and experiencing our city and
its most striking natural feature in a new and positive way.
Robert Howard

Other voices
Edited excerpts from newspaper editorials about the weekend election of
Alberta’s new Progressive Conservative leader and next premier:

Red Deer Advocate: Premier-elect Ed Stelmach is no physician, but he has
some healing to manage. Jim Dinning’s camp was extremely successful in
portraying leadership rival Ted Morton as a scary right-wing crank who
could not appeal to a broad cross-section of Alberta voters. Morton’s
team was equally successful in depicting Dinning as a relic of the old Klein
guard, under the sway of corporate interests and backroom insiders …

Stelmach has a reputation among those who know him for probity and
perseverance. He’s known as Honest Ed. If he can deliver on payments to
the cities, he will earn that moniker to a wider audience and set himself up
to extend the Progressive Conservative hold on power. Nothing heals 
internal party strife like winning. 

Edmonton Journal: On policy … it remains to be seen how much of a depar-
ture Stelmach will offer. 

When it comes to finances, however, he seems very much to take the
Klein approach of keeping taxes low, with little concern about saving for
the future. Stelmach said, for instance, he would not commit to putting
30 per cent of energy revenues away in the Heritage Fund as suggested by
his rivals and Kevin Taft’s Liberals. That’s because if oil and gas prices fell,
the province could easily go into a deficit, he said.

Winnipeg Free Press: Mr. Stelmach is a farmer who no one would mistake
for a deep thinker, certainly not compared to Jim Dinning, the slick, left-
leaning establishment candidate and former finance minister who had
been preparing for years to replace Ralph Klein, or Ted Morton, the un-
apologetic hard-right candidate and former political science professor
who continues to advocate for a “firewall” around Alberta and believes
Canada’s equalization program should be scrapped. 

Mr. Stelmach, nicknamed Steady Eddie and Honest Ed, was the 
centrist everyman in the Klein mould …

Many Albertans no doubt are breathing a sigh of relief today, probably
none more than Calgarian, Prime Minister Stephen Harper. A victory by
Mr. Morton, with whom he signed the original “firewall” letter, could very
easily have brought the “scary Tory” factor back to federal prominence. 

Edmonton Sun: Stelmach now has to piece back together a party that went
through an identity crisis in the past week, with Jim Dinning basically 
declaring Ted Morton a creature right out of Jurassic Park, and Morton
lambasting Dinning as a complete liberal. 

Considering the Tories haven’t stood for any kind of political principle
— other than simply spending our resource riches — for years now, it was-
n’t surprising that many members of that party objected when 
Morton tried to impose some ideological discipline on it. 

Speaker politicized Westdale assembly

Re: ‘Income splitting will protect the
family unit’ (Letter, Dec. 2)

I think it is great to allow splitting 
income for married couples (with or
without children), common-law
couples and same-sex couples. 

But what about a tax break for 
individuals who are single, divorced,

separated, or widowed.
We are all paying taxes, and

sometimes (in some circumstances)
these individuals are paying the
same, or maybe even more, tax than
couples.

We need a tax break for all taxpay-
ers. 
— Evelyn Brun, Hamilton

Re: Pay raise for prisoners?

Are the inmates running the asylum?
The suggestion of a pay raise for in-
mates is the most inane thing I have
seen in ages. I’ve been in the work-

force for almost
40 years, so this
is not a com-
plaint about stu-
dent loans.

These people
incarcerated for
crimes against
the public have
given up their
right to make a
living. Part of

the reason they are in prisons or jails
is to be taught a lesson. Instead of
rewarding these people with privi-
leges, they should be deemed stu-
dents in social behaviour. 

We applaud our students for taking
out loans along with working part-

time to accomplish their goals and
chastise the educational system for
making their journey very difficult.
Over the years of work and dedica-
tion to a goal, they are left with a debt
sometimes beyond their means.

Our criminals should be afforded the
same luxury for their goals in life. No
raise for these people. They may also
pay for room and board. If cable is
available to them, it costs money. Ring
it up! A years’ membership for the
gym? Pay up, pal. Living in a secure fa-
cility where someone tougher than
you would be willing to tear out parts
you may want later? Another fee for
you.

Give us taxpaying, honest citizens
something to laugh at, not some 
yahoo government idiot recommend-
ing a raise. Give him a cell and hire a
real (wo)man to sort this mess out.
Maybe we’ll have some return for our
dollar rather than a return to court.
— Harry Telfer, Stoney Creek

Prisoners should be taught a lesson not rewarded

All Canadians need a tax break

Re: ‘Letter about Richards’ outburst
showed insensitivity’ (Letter, Dec. 4)

Archie Bunker was written, 
produced and directed by a man of
Jewish descent who explained why
he created the Archie Bunker charac-
ter. Bunker was created to show
Americans how racists are bigots,
small-minded and basically so 

stupid that they are laughable. 
I was at the native reclamation site

in Caledonia in May where I heard
many racist remarks about natives,
non-native men asking a teenaged
native male if he wanted to fight and
so many other racist actions.

Racism is alive and well in
Haldimand County.
— Randy Maracle, Hagersville

Racism lives on in Haldimand County
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Re: ‘Massive $10m sculpture offered to
Burlington’ (Nov. 30)

With regard to this piece of sculp-

ture, if I were philanthropist Joey
Tanenbaum, I’d probably give it
away,  too.

As nobody knows what it’s 

supposed to be, it remains untitled.
I would like to suggest “Sculpture

for Dummies.”
— Norman Di Veto, Lynden

Eugenics in Canada
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We want letters
Please keep them to 250 words. Include name, address and phone for verifica-
tion. We reserve the right to edit, condense or reject letters. Mail them to 44 Frid
St., Hamilton L8N 3G3.  Or e-mail to letters@thespec.com.  
Or fax to 905-526-3558.

Ontario Press Council 
The Spectator is a member of the Ontario Press Council, which considers 
complaints about the conduct of the press in gathering news, opinions 
and advertising. 
The council is at 2 Carlton St., Suite 1706, Toronto M5B 1J3.

An investment
in our future

$10m work of art should be named Sculpture for Dummies

Telfer

ACRONYM-ISTIC
Two acronyms are mentioned in
any discussion of Hamilton Har-
bour cleanup:
RAP: The Remedial Action Plan is a
plan to “delist” or clean up Hamil-
ton Harbour, developed by a stake-
holder group representing more
than 40 agencies from industry,
environment and government.
www.hamiltonharbour.ca/rap 
BARC: The Bay Area Restoration
Council is a community not-for-
profit group mandated to “pro-
mote, monitor and assess the im-
plementation of the Hamilton
Harbour RAP” and, more widely,
promote cleanup projects for the
Hamilton Harbour and its water-
shed. It is governed by a volunteer
board of directors.
www.hamiltonharbour.ca
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