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www.empirecommunites.com

See us on Saturday 
in The Hamilton

Spectator’s
newhomes

WHERE
IN 

THE
EMPIRE

DO 
YOU

WANT
TO

LIVE?

®

Purchase a Hi Efficiency Furnace and Receive a

FREE CENTRAL AIR
Plus: NO Payment NO Interest For 6 Months O.A.C.

Financing Available 
* Call For Details * The Same Day Installation

Reserve now and you will receive a central air absolutely free. 
This is a great opportunity to replace your old inefficient furnace and air

conditioner with hi-efficiency and greatly reduce your utility bill.
Call today to book an appointment with our 

Professional Home Comfort Advisors.
LIMITED TIME OFFER. LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE.

(Installation Extra)

970 Upper James St.
905 385-2800
1-888-827-2665
www.aireone.com 
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*Free central air

as low as

$3995

per month
o.a.c.

*$500 in 
Government Rebate on 
14 Seer Air Conditioner

THE
BIGGEST

SALE
EVER!

SSPPEECCTICKER... CULT RESCUE?  FAMILY CHARGED WITH KIDNAPPING BELIEVED DAUGHTER AT RISK. A5

BY JOHN BURMAN

Buoys strung on a line seem to
be making the beach at Hamil-
ton’s Pier 4 Park a better place to
play.

There has been an improve-
ment in water quality since the
line was strung last summer to
keep geese from swimming into
the beach lagoon and doing
what all geese do after eating.

Pier 4 is the first Hamilton
beach where an intervention
was tried in an effort to improve
water quality and keep the
beach open more often.

“Looking at the test results
after the line went out and this
year, the results look positive,”
Eric Matthews, manager of the
health protection branch of the
city’s public health unit said
yesterday.

So far this year, after 11 weeks
of testing, the Pier 4 beach has
been closed five weeks. In the
same time period last year, with
10 weeks of testing it was closed
eight weeks.

“It is a positive direction for
the water quality,” said
Matthews, adding the city is
holding off deciding whether to
string wires over the beach to
discourage geese and gulls.
They are waiting until the cur-
rent project is fully evaluated.

As the temperature soars and
thoughts turn to splashing at
the beach, Matthews’ thoughts
turn to the biggest problem:
Bayfront Park.

That beach is posted as unsafe
more often than most beaches
in the area because it regularly
tests positive for high E. coli
bacteria.

A beach is posted when an av-
erage of greater than 100 E. Coli
bacteria are found per 100 ml of
water. E. coli bacteria are an 
indicator of fecal contamina-
tion from human and animal
sources.

It also indicates that other
harmful micro-organisms such
as bacteria, viruses and para-
sites may also be present.

Beaches can be affected by

surface water runoff from agri-
cultural land, storm water
runoff and sewers, waterfowl
and animals and environmental
conditions like wind, rain, sun-
light and air and water temper-
ature. Water quality can change
quickly due to weather condi-
tions.

Matthews said Bayfront Park
is a concern because the shore is
shaped like a cul-de-sac and
water circulation through the
area may be poor. 

And he says a lot of birds use
the beach, too. Both Pier 4 and
Bayfront were closed in the
city’s latest beach results 
released July 17.

Hamilton Conservation area
beaches were listed safe the
same day.

Hamilton’s Lake Ontario
beaches are the stars, says
Matthews.

“I think the last time one was
posted was August 2004,” He
said. “We are lucky to have
those beaches.”

Both the Beachway North and

South beaches in Burlington are
reported safe for swimming as
of yesterday. So are Kelso Con-
servation area and Oakville’s
Coronation Park.

Oakville’s Bronte Beach and
Prospect Park Old Beach in Hal-
ton Hills were posted unsafe
yesterday as was Coronation
Park West beach in Oakville due
to heavy algae growth.

The Niagara health unit
watches 33 beaches on lakes
Ontario and Erie and the
Welland and Niagara rivers.

But it seems to be the beaches
in St. Catharines that get
closed. This week, Jones Beach
— which opened earlier this
summer for the first time in 10
years — and Garden City Beach
are both closed. Lakeside and
Charles Daly Park are open.

St. Catharines is working to-
wards eliminating combined
storm and sanitation sewers to
help eliminate the problem.

jburman@thespec.com
905-526-2469

Oh buoy, a clean beach

B U R L I N G T O N  ✦ The fire
department is  looking for
volunteer firefighters.

Spokesman Ben Rotsma said
the need is immediate, result-
ing from recent retirements and
changes in the volunteer base.
Although there are some long-
serving volunteers, turnover is
higher than usual.

Burlington has 144 full-time
career firefighters and 60 vol-
unteers. The department has
launched a recruitment cam-
paign that it hopes will produce
12 successful candidates.

Volunteer firefighters get an
honorarium to compensate for
gas and other expenses. The
amount varies, depending on
the number of calls they go to,
but averages $2,700 a year.

Any Burlington resident 18 or
over can apply. Applicants
must pass a physical fitness test
in September that simulates the
kind of things they may be re-
quired to do as a volunteer such
as climbing ladders, lifting
equipment and wearing an air
pack. Once accepted, they re-
ceive training Wednesday nights
and Saturdays over 16 weeks. 

Anyone interested can pick up
an application and information
package at fire department
headquarters, 1255 Fairview St.,
between 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. weekdays until 
Aug. 4. The material will also be
available between 7 p.m. and 
9 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 2, at
both the Fairview station and
the Kilbride station at 2241 
Kilbride St. 
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BY PAUL CHOI

Joe Brellisford had no problem
quitting his day job to chase his
dream of becoming a firefighter.

The 33-year-old Stoney
Creek resident resigned from
his job in kitchen design and
sales to begin training to be-
come a volunteer firefighter for
Hamilton, much to the delight
of his two young sons.

Yesterday, he achieved his
dream, joining 18 other part-
time recruits at Station 18 in
Binbrook for graduation after
surviving a 230-hour, four-
month training regimen. 

For Brellisford, the sacrifice
has been well worth it.

“My goal in high school was to

be a career firefighter, but I had
a young family and didn’t have
time to pursue it,” said Brellis-
ford. “When I saw the ad in the
newspaper, I thought I’d use the
volunteer aspect to get my foot
in the door.”

While Brellisford hopes to
eventually parlay his part-time
firefighting into a full-time job,
there are many others in his
class who are perfectly content
with keeping their day jobs
while remaining on-call for ser-
vice.

This year’s recruits include
several farmers, independent
business owners, and office

workers augmenting a diverse
group of about 260 unionized
volunteers already on the job.

Divisional Chief of Training
David Cunliffe said having such
a varied crew of new volunteers
— who begin service Sunday —
is always a good thing.

“You tend to have people with
various skill sets, and that pro-
vides a multitude of (abilities)
that can be tapped into when
the time requires,” said Cun-
liffe. “It’s just an excellent asset
to have.”

Training officer Darrell Hicks
said the volunteers, who are
paid an hourly wage when called

out, play an integral role.
Since amalgamating with its

suburbs, he said Hamilton’s fire
service has relied on volunteers
in many of the city’s rural or se-
mi-rural areas simply because
there’s so much ground to cover.

Volunteers often work in
composite stations alongside
full-time employees. In some
cases, the stations are run en-
tirely by volunteers, Hicks said.

Amalgamation has also
changed the face of the volun-
teer corps. “I think demograph-
ically, more younger people are 
applying to become volunteers.
It is a more mobile group,” said

Jim Kay, general manager of
Hamilton Emergency Services.

“Volunteers of old had a ten-
dency to be well-rooted in the
community they worked and
lived in, so you had volunteers
who had tenure of 25 to 30 years
of service versus the three or
five years of service the 
volunteers have now.”

Another reason for the
younger trend, Kay said, is a rel-
atively high turnover rate.
About 25 to 30 part-time fire-
fighters quit due to changing
lifestyles or are hired full-time
by other municipalities, leaving
an annual void to fill, Kay said.

pchoi@thespec.com
905-526-3404 
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Buoys put in the water at Pier 4 Park by the city seem to be keeping
the geese out and therefore the bacteria levels down.

The water s fine at Pier 4 since city s goose blockade floated into use

Volunteer firefighters to the rescue
New recruits include farmers, office workers

Burlington hot
to lure volunteer

firefighters

TTrreevvoorr  SSeelliinnggeerr
AAggee:: 22
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Carpenter ap-

prentice
SSttaattiioonn:: Binbrook (Station

18)
WWhhyy  aarree  yyoouu  ddooiinngg  tthhiiss??
“The family business. My

dad (Gord) and my older
brother (Dan) are in it. My
brother is at Station 6. Dad is
at Station 5. I’ve wanted to do
this since I was little.”

CChhrriiss  BBiisshhoopp
AAggee:: 22
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Electrician
SSttaattiioonn::  Lynden (Station 26)
WWhhyy  aarree  yyoouu  ddooiinngg  tthhiiss??
“I just thought it would be a

good experience. My uncle,
John Dove, is on the fire de-
partment and he kind of got me
interested in it and talking
about it.”

AAnnddrreeww  LLuummssddeenn
AAggee:: 35
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Dofasco worker
SSttaattiioonn::  Ancaster (Station

21)
WWhhyy  aarree  yyoouu  ddooiinngg  tthhiiss??
“I’m following in the family

footsteps. I’m doing it for the
memory of my uncle (Ken
Weiler) who worked full time
at Station 6. He was a big sup-
porter of mine before he
passed away three years ago.”

CChhrriiss  PPaattee
AAggee:: 20
OOccccuuppaattiioonn::  Cash crop and

turkey farmer, summer em-
ployee with City of Brantford

SSttaattiioonn:: Rockton (Station 27)
WWhhyy  aarree  yyoouu  ddooiinngg  tthhiiss??
“How big of a list do you

want? The first thing is the ex-
perience. It’s an exciting job. I
want to help out my communi-
ty. I’d like to pursue a full-time
(firefighting) career.”

JJooee  MMuulllleenn
AAggee::  24
OOccccuuppaattiioonn::  City roads de-

partment worker
SSttaattiioonn:: Mount Hope (Sta-

tion 19)
WWhhyy  aarree  yyoouu  ddooiinngg  tthhiiss??
“To give back to the commu-

nity, to get more involved. I
enjoy helping people. I enjoy
the work. I enjoy the challenge.
Pretty well, when I’m not
working, I’ll be available.”
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