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Police blotter

LOCAL

1. Main East and Ashford

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 11:35 a.m. A man in
his 30s robs a convenience store at
knife point and runs off with cash and
cartons of cigarettes.

2. Barton East and Stirton 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 7:45 a.m. Two men

steal a car while the driver was paying
for gas. Police recognize one suspect
from security tapes and arrest him at a
residence.

3. Rebecca and Ferguson
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 8:30 p.m. A man

wearing a black tuque and coat smash-
es a balcony lock with a hammer and
robs an elderly man of his wallet.

4. Upper Centennial and Green

Mountain

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6:16 p.m. A car
crash sends four people to hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries af-
ter one vehicle brushes the other trav-
elling in the opposite direction. Police
are forced to close the Mountain access
for several hours.

5. York and Dundurn
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 4:37 a.m. A car

westbound on York flips and hits a light
pole, sending the driver to hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries.
Police say there were no indications
street racing was involved.

6. Hess and Jackson
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 4:15 a.m. Police re-

sponding to a fight in a highrise apart-
ment find crack cocaine in plain view. A
man and two women have been
charged with trafficking.

7. King East and Glendale
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6:17 p.m. A driver

collides with another car and keeps go-
ing until stopped by police. A 39-year-
old woman is charged after she refuses
to take a breath test.

8. King and Summers Lane
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 1:55 a.m. Core

patrol officers spot smoke in the con-
vention centre’s loading dock. Workers
try to put out the flames with fire ex-
tinguishers. The building suffers slight
smoke damage.

9. Campbell and Agnes

Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10:50 a.m. A
man robs a grocery store at gunpoint,

but witnesses follow him and help po-
lice catch him in a nearby back yard. An
18-year-old is charged with robbery.

10. Upper James and Blossom
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 5:52 p.m. A man

robs a rental car agency at gunpoint,
demands the cash drawer and runs off
on foot.

11. Milton and Barton
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2 p.m. Plain

clothes officers see a stolen car and ar-
rest a man and a teenaged girl. The teen
is also charged with possession of the
illegal drug ecstasy.

12. King and John
Thursday, Jan. 25, 3:30 a.m. Two

muggers attack an intoxicated man,
knock him to the ground and steal his
wallet.

13. Parkdale and Barton
Thursday, Jan. 25, evening. A man in

bulky clothes with a scarf across his
face robs the Beer Store of cash. No
weapon is seen. The suspect escapes in
a car.

14. King and Fairholt
Thursday, Jan. 25, 6:20 p.m. A man

holds a knife to woman’s throat during
a convenience store robbery. When the
clerk doesn’t fall for the ploy and refus-
es to hand over cash, the man and the
woman take off from the store. Police
arrest and charge an 18-year-old man
and a 17-year-old female with robbery.

15. Kenilworth and Main
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2:15 p.m. A female

driver loses control turning a corner at
high speed and slams into a concrete
garbage container and a bus shelter.
One person waiting for the bus is taken
to hospital with minor injuries. The 23-
year-old driver is charged with careless
driving.

16. Upper Wentworth and

Limeridge

Friday, Jan. 26, 6:20 a.m. Thieves
smash the front door of a store and
steal over $10,000 worth of coats.

17. Upper James and Mohawk
Friday, Jan. 26, 3:27 a.m. A robber

cuts a cab driver’s face with a sharp ob-
ject. The cabbie does not require hos-
pitalization. Police arrest a 30-year-
old Hamilton man and charge him with
robbery.

18. Lake and King
Friday, Jan. 26, 7:45 p.m. Two men

walking along Lake Ontario are robbed
by two male suspects who pull up in a
car. One jumps out, grabs one victim by
the throat and demands his belong-
ings. The other suspect gets out of the
car carrying a machete. They make off
with a cellphone and a small amount of
cash.

19. Upper Mount Albion and

Winterberry

Friday, Jan. 26, 4:15 p.m. A collision
between two vehicles sends one into
the ditch. The driver receives non-life-
threatening injuries.

20. Barton and Catharine
Saturday, Jan. 27, 2 a.m. A 24-year-

old Mississauga man is stabbed inside a
downtown strip club. He undergoes
surgery at hospital but refuses to co-
operate with police.

21. Safari Road
Saturday, Jan. 27, night. A driver

slams into one of two Hamilton police
cruisers parked on the shoulder with
their emergency lights flashing. The
officers who were searching a nearby

home for a suspect heard the crash and
returned to find the driver uninjured.

22. Barton and Lottridge
Saturday, Jan. 27, 11:52 p.m. Police

stop a car for a traffic violation and see
a suspicious baggie being hidden under
the front seat. Two people are charged
with cocaine possession.

23. Upper Wentworth and Rymal
Sunday, Jan. 28, 1:30 p.m. Two men

shoplift a number of video games from
a store. Police arrest the suspects as
they try to escape on a city bus.

24. King and MacNab
Monday, Jan. 29, 10 p.m. A man hid-

ing in a doorway mugs a woman and
tries to snatch her purse. The woman
refused to relinquish the purse and the
mugger runs off when a car approach-
es.

25. Main and Myrtle
Monday, Jan. 29, night. Neighbours

chase a man seen trying to kick in the
door of a Cumberland Avenue resi-
dence.

Police arrest a 27-year-old Hamilton
man and charge him with break and en-
ter with intent.
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BY ERIC McGUINNESS

MPP Andrea Horwath argues taxpay-
ers in Hamilton and Burlington
shouldn’t have to pay to clean up coal-
tar contamination on Randle Reef in
Hamilton Harbour.

The New Democrat representing
Hamilton Centre believes the costs
should be split between Canada and
Ontario, as with the Sydney, N.S., tar
ponds where a $400-million contain-
ment project will be financed by the
federal and provincial governments.

Officials say the reef in Hamilton
Harbour is the second-worst case of
coal-tar contamination in Canada, 
after the Sydney ponds. Steelmaking,
coke production in particular, is
blamed in both places, though it’s sug-
gested some of the Hamilton tar might
have come from a coal gas plant long
ago.

John Shaw of Environment Canada is
proposing Canada and Ontario 
contribute $30 million each toward the
estimated $90-million cost of dealing
with the contaminated sediment in
Hamilton Harbour, leaving $30 million
to come from municipal governments,
the Hamilton Port Authority, industry
and other local sources.

But Horwath says Hamilton is 
already hard-pressed to fund renewal
of aging sewer and water infrastruc-
ture and can’t afford to put millions in-
to fixing historic industrial pollution of
the bay. And she thinks local industry

should be putting its capital into 
controlling present and future water
and air emissions. “This is a historical
problem and let’s face it, our city 
contributed to the growth of Canada.

“These kinds of huge environmental
cleanup projects are best handled by
senior levels of government, which
have the fiscal capacity to deal with
them. The capital costs should be
funded by higher orders of govern-
ment. And I’d rather have Stelco and
Dofasco investing in current pollution
abatement to reduce their impact on
the environment.”

The Nova Scotia government is
pledging $120 million toward the 
Sydney cleanup, with the rest to come
from the federal government. With a
similar 30-70 split, Ontario would
have to come up with $27 million for
Randle Reef and Ottawa $63 million.

Horwath says, “I’m calling on the
McGuinty government to acknowl-
edge its responsibility for the environ-
ment and start moving on rehabilitat-
ing Randle Reef. Ontario should press
Ottawa to become a joint partner in the
effort.

“The hard working people of Hamil-
ton can’t afford to cover these costs,
nor should they be expected to. A 
major environmental cleanup should
be financed by provincial and federal
revenues, not the fragile municipal
property tax base.”
emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

City can’t afford
reef cleanup: MPP

WATERDOWN ✦ Hamilton police
have started a ground search for a
missing Waterdown man.

Michael Hamm, 55, walked away
from his family home around 10 p.m.
Monday night. 

Police say his family is very worried
for his well-being.

“He walked away on his own,” said
scene commander Inspector Warren
Korol yesterday afternoon.

Police say the family contacted them
around 12:30 a.m. when he didn’t 
return home.

“I won’t discuss his medical history
or comments he made before he left his
home,” Korol said.

Police have called in a search master
to determine the search area and to 
deploy search specialists.

Hamm was last seen wearing a blue
and white jacket, brown hiking boots,
blue jeans and green mittens. 

He was also wearing a dark tuque,
which covered his bald head. 

He also has a full grey beard.
Anyone with information can call

police at 546-3886 or Crime Stoppers
at 905-522-TIPS.
The Hamilton Spectator
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Police check the rail line in Waterdown last night as they began searching for
Michael Hamm, who left his Waterdown home Monday night about 10 p.m.

Man, 55,
wandered
from home
Monday

SPECIAL TO THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Michael Hamm is 55. He has a grey
beard and was wearing a dark tuque.

A Guelph man has been charged with
trying to lure a Hamilton child over the
Internet.

Hamilton’s child pornography unit,
along with Guelph police and the OPP’s
Project P unit, arrested the 
28-year-old-man Monday after exe-
cuting a search warrant at his home and
seizing a computer and other items.

“A concerned mother contacted po-
lice” after reading Yahoo instant mes-
saging text her son had received, De-
tective Constable Doug Rees, head of

the child porn unit, said yesterday.
Investigators pretending to be the

boy continued the online conversa-
tion. “The conversation had sexual
overtones,” Rees said. 

“He believed he was speaking to a
boy under 14.”

The man was arrested without inci-
dent and brought back to Hamilton.

He is charged with luring a child un-
der 14 years, and invitation to sexual
touching.
The Hamilton Spectator

Man charged with luring boy online
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