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Re: ‘All city buses will get bike racks’
(Jan. 16)

I am so looking forward to having
bike racks installed on the front of
the Hamilton Street Railway buses.

It will be a welcome sight to see 
bicycles actually stop at stop signs
and red lights.
— Jeff Booker, Stoney Creek

Letters@thespec.com

Re: The environment, cyclists and pedestrians

Over the last few months, much of the federal and
provincial political news has fo-
cused on what the respective gov-
ernments will do to make us more
green. Judging by many of the na-
tional polls, it appears the environ-
ment is a major priority for a good
portion of Canadians. However, my
observations lead me to believe that
people’s actions do not always re-
flect their feelings on a given issue,
especially the environment.

If the general public is indeed
concerned about the environment and wants the gov-
ernment to meet its green responsibilities, through re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions, why do motorists
treat cyclists and pedestrians with so little respect?

Many Hamiltonians, including myself and many of my
co-workers, have made the decision to limit automobile
use for local trips by cycling and/or walking to our 
destinations. We’ve chosen this mode of transportation
to do our part in reducing harmful emissions. Yet cy-
clists and pedestrians are treated with utter contempt by
motorists, often risking life and limb on the roads and
crossings. 

We’re constantly being run off the road, cut off by
turning vehicles and nearly hit while walking and riding
according to the designated rules of the road.

Instead of being treated with so little respect, should-
n’t cyclists and pedestrians be commended for doing
their part to create a greener society, or at the very least
not targeted by impatient motorists?

If the environment is truly a priority for Canadians, let
us all show some respect for those who are trying to
make a difference, including pedestrians and cyclists.
— Simon Hirota, Hamilton

The hard truth is that when people in Vancouver or Halifax or Montreal
think about Hamilton, the image that most often comes to mind is likely
of an old, dirty steeltown next to a polluted harbour.

Hamiltonians know steel is only a part in our economy and that health
care and research is now our largest player. We know that game fish jump
in a cleaner harbour and that we are rich in green space  and trails. 

But elsewhere, the image is often different — and not always flattering.  
It would be easy to say “Who cares what the rest of the world thinks?”

But perception influences whether business decides to invest or relocate
here, because no company wants to lose valued staff who won’t move to
Hamilton. Perception influences whether people come to Hamilton for
business or holidays and spend their money here.  There have been anec-
dotal reports for years — and some at present — of people resisting em-
ployers’ attempts to move to Hamilton.  

Once people get here, they discover that Hamilton is a far better place
to live, work and raise a family than they imagined. But the trick is getting
them here — or getting them to consider it — in the first place.

Changing perception is difficult, but what can make a difference is
something high-profile, newsworthy and symbolic. The removal of
Hamilton Harbour from the International Joint Commission’s list of pol-
lution hot spots would be one such move. Containing Randle Reef — a
huge underwater deposit of toxic coal tars — is a major part of that.

A York University study reports improving the harbour would have di-
rect and indirect benefits — property values, downtown investment and
helping attract top-flight workers, scientists and students — worth near-
ly $1 billion. Whether that number is accurate or not, this is a project that
should go forward.

The proposed Randle Reef containment, in which a nine-hectare,
steel-walled island or peninsula would be created in the harbour between
Sherman Avenue and Wentworth Street, is expected to cost $90 million,
a large part of the estimated $369 million needed between now and 2015
to get the harbour clean enough to come off the hot-spots list.

The containment work has to be done regardless of economic benefits;
Randle Reef is by far the most toxic and contaminating spot in the har-
bour. Blobs of coal tars have been spotted in the water nearby.

But it is about image, too. For Hamilton to make the transformation in
the national consciousness from Rustbucket City to Renaissance City, it
must do the big things. This city must show the rest of Canada that what-
ever they thought they knew about Hamilton, it’s likely out of date.
Robert Howard 

Regaining stature
Viewpoint: San Francisco Chronicle 
For the last two decades, it seemed as if the British Royal Family had no
purpose beyond acting like common Hollywood celebrities — drinking,
divorcing and offending (Prince Harry’s Nazi costume at his own birth-
day party didn’t get the reception he was hoping for). 

Not a few Britons were wondering
why, in an opportunistic age, they
should continue to support the House
of Windsor. The answer came last
week, with the announcement that
Prince Harry — all grown up, it seems
— may be serving his country in Iraq.
Nicely done, old boy. 

If the news came as a surprise to
Americans — most Americans of
means, after all, would do anything to
prevent their young ones from serving
in Iraq — it may be because we have
never had a monarchy. 

For the most part, this is for the best
— it reflects well on America’s own tra-
ditions of opportunity — but it means
that we don’t understand how a
monarchy, under the best of circum-
stances, represents its country’s best
instincts of duty, honour and sacrifice.
Clearly, Prince Harry has taken a cue

from his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II, who may be much-maligned
for her stiff upper lip but has always recognized the importance of doing
one’s duty without complaint. 

It would behoove American leaders to study the actions of this 22-year-
old and consider whether or not they might change their actions if their
children were making Prince Harry’s courageous choice. 

No-brainer for Bell
Why is it that sometimes the simplest issues are the ones that take longest
to resolve?

It’s been six years since the new City of Hamilton was created by the
merging of the old city and the suburban municipalities. The city has
dealt with numerous complex issues trying to make it work for all of us.

Now take a look at Bell Canada’s response time. The phone company’s
insistence that it’s long distance to call from, for example, Stoney Creek
to Dundas, was a bone of contention long before amalgamation and made
even less sense after. But here we are, six years into the new reality, and
only now are we getting concrete action on what really is a no-brainer.

Maybe the competition resulting from deregulation has finally pushed
Ma Bell to get with the program. Either way, it’s way past due.

This must be what it feels like trying to drag a really big, petulant 
dinosaur into the modern world — difficult but well worth the effort.
Lee Prokaska

Being green deserves some respect

Re: ‘Bell will make all calls within
Hamilton local — for a price’ (Jan. 18)

So Bell Canada will increase tele-
phone service by 30 cents per house-
hold for three years.

I find this increase ludicrous, espe-

cially when I don’t have any Bell
products in the house. I am sure that
I am not the only one in this position.

What a money grab.
Will they send me a postage refund

or an empty stamped envelope?
— Alex Savickis, Hamilton

Re: ‘Relocate the politicians’ (Letter,
Jan. 11) and ‘Beavers at work in 
harbour; Everybody’s happy to see
them back, but there’s concern about
saving trees’ (Jan. 9).

Beavers in Hamilton Harbour may
seem innocent enough at first
glance, but it’s important to be 
informed of the destruction they
can cause. 

I agree with the letter writer that
when humans cut down thousands
of trees for the Red Hill Valley Park-
way, many politicians believed the
benefits of the parkway outweighed
the importance of preserving 
nature.

Politicians need to hear more
feedback from residents during the
planning stages of construction.

Planning of the mid-peninsula
highway is ongoing; it would stretch
from Niagara to the GTA.

It would devastate surrounding
nature and farmland. 

Its planning has hardly been 
discussed or brought to the 

public’s attention.
The letter writer is not fully aware

of the destruction beavers can cause.
Beavers just don’t gnaw down
healthy trees; they build their homes,
which often dam waterways.
Damming waterways can cause 
extensive flooding, killing plant life
and disrupting the lives of other ani-
mals.

I have family in Flamborough with
property that is part of the Beverly
Swamp. 

Last year there were beavers living
in Spencer Creek, which runs
through their land. 

The beavers’ dam damaged not 
only the trees they took down, but
the land all around the dam when
flooding killed plant life.

Beavers disrupted the fragile
ecosystem of this swamp, and
there’s no telling what they could do
to Hamilton Harbour.

I love nature, but I also know that
nature can be destructive to itself if
left unmanaged.
— Chrismal Lambert, Hamilton

No telling what damage beavers could do to harbour

Bell s local call price increase a money grab

Re: ‘Wal-Mart wins again — Burling-
ton caves’ (Opinion, Jan. 16)

Once again, columnist Joan Little has
put the case for taxpayers succinctly
noting: “Shock is the word for it.”

Given the huge opposition 
expressed very well by many taxpay-
ers in Burlington to the location of
this Wal-Mart store for very valid
reasons, shock is right.

While Mayor Cam Jackson voted
against this, as did Councillor John
Taylor, five — count them, five —
persons voted to end the city’s 

challenge. Five persons, duly elected
by taxpayers, did not see that the very
least they could have done was to call
a public meeting so they could ex-
plain to the taxpayers their rationale.

If they had listened to the taxpay-
ers’ rationale, they would under-
stand how deeply citizens feel they
have not only lost any control over
the city to the Ontario Municipal
Board, they have now lost control of
their needs to the very people we
voted for to represent us. How ap-
palling!
— Bill Ospechook, Burlington

Wal-Mart: OMB now in control of Burlington

Editorials are written by members of the editorial board.  They represent
the position of the newspaper, not necessarily the individual author. 

Re: ‘It takes a community to elimi-
nate hunger’ (Opinion, Jan. 13)

I cannot let Robin Cardozo’s article
go by without response. He auda-
ciously describes hunger as a part
of our landscape as if it is a perma-
nent fact to be dealt with by a
sophisticated (food) banking sys-
tem with strategic planning.

Food banks and donors are of
great assistance to hungry people.
We must, however, be very clear
that we are letting governments off
the hook. The massive cuts made by
the Mike Harris regime created
enormous and tragic needs in On-
tario and our present Liberal gov-
ernment has done virtually nothing
to reverse those changes.

By such inaction, Dalton
McGuinty and associates are ignor-
ing government’s duty to help re-
duce poverty, as is the Stephen
Harper corporation. All assistance
rates are atrociously low, clawbacks
continue, day care has diminished,
and dignities are denied. Many
good citizens wanting to assist are
caught in the trap of dismay at hav-
ing to do a job their taxes should be
addressing, yet knowing that with-
out their help, families may not eat.

The rationalization for govern-
ment is that as long as the diligent
generosity of food banks exists,
government can continue to disre-
gard its responsibilities and exces-
sively support only those with full
bellies. It baffles me that we allow
partisan politics — an unprinci-
pled, power-hungry process, to re-
main in control — discarding any
sense of compassionate responsi-
bility.
— Mary Lou Reiman, Hamilton

Bikes, buses and stop signs

Hirota
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We want letters
Please keep them to 250 words. Include name, address and phone for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit, condense or reject letters. Mail them to
44 Frid St., Hamilton L8N 3G3.  Or e-mail to letters@thespec.com. 
Or fax to 905-526-3558.

Ontario Press Council 
The Spectator is a member of the Ontario Press Council, which considers 
complaints about the conduct of the press in gathering news, opinions 
and advertising.
The council is at 2 Carlton St., Suite 1706, Toronto M5B 1J3.
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