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Grade 6 to 9 Teachers: Register your class for this 
very special Curling Program no later than February 12th!

Every year, the

Canadian Men’s Curling

Championship is the

celebrated curling

event in the world. This

year, in partnership

with Newspaper in

Education, the 2007

Tim Hortons Brier is

sponsoring a program

for students in 

schools within The

Hamilton Spectator’s 

distribution area.

Register your class today for inclusion in this program designed to address curriculum expectations and educate your
students in a creative way about the newspaper, the City of Hamilton and the Canadian Men’s Curling Championship.

When you register your class for this exciting program, you will receive:
1. A daily class set of 30 newspapers from Monday, February 19 to Friday, February 23, 2007. On each of these
days, an activity designed to address curriculum expectations will be published in the paper. These activities are
cumulative and will result in students utilizing The Hamilton Spectator to create a “Welcome to Hamilton Package” for
curlers and volunteers from other parts of Canada who are participating in the Canadian Men’s Curling Championship.
Students will have an opportunity to present their packages to a representative from the 2007 Tim Hortons Brier Host
Committee and the packages will be put on display for the duration of the Brier.
2. A class set of complimentary tickets to one mid-week draw at the 2007 Brier (mornings, March 5-7).
3. Complimentary admission to The Golden Age of Hamilton Curling Exhibition at the Art Gallery of Hamilton
(afternoons, March 6-7).

To register: 
• complete the form below 
• telephone 905.526.3519/1.800.263.8386 x 3519 

• e-mail cweir@thespec.com 
• or click on the Newspaper in Education button and

selecting current promotions at www.thespec.com.

Name _______________________________________________________________________  

School _________________________ School Phone __________________  Grade ______

School Address __________________________ City _____________ Postal Code _______

Fax this registration form to 905.526.3486 or mail to Newspaper in Education,
The Hamilton Spectator, 44 Frid Street, Hamilton ON  L8N 3G3.

This program is FREE to the first 50 teachers.

Teachers wishing to have
their classes attend only

the Brier (mornings,
March 5-7) and/or the

curling exhibition
(afternoons, March 6-7)

please email
brierschooloffer@yahoo.ca
or call 905-529-1913 up

to February 28th 
for your 

complimentary passes.

LOCAL
Stelco gala marks a new era 

BY DANA BORCEA

It’s been 25 years since Stelco employ-
ees got a Christmas turkey.

On Saturday night, their new bosses
tried to make amends with a flashy gala
dinner to mark a new year and a new
beginning for the storied steel giant.

Close to 2,500 Hamilton Steel work-
ers feasted on roast strip loin, chicken
lemon and capers and french pastries
before hitting the dance floor to party
late into the night. 

The spread — served buffet style and
in under 40 minutes — was the biggest
meal in the history of the Hamilton
Convention Centre. 

Door prizes included  spa packages
and pricey electronic gadgets and the
drinks — the first few anyway — were
on the house. 

“These guys are the real deal,” said
Hamilton Steel ladle preparer Ian Gri-
er about the new people inside Stelco’s
glass offices. “The old (management)
never did a damn thing for us.” 

Sipping a glass of red wine at a table
shared with colleagues, the steelmaker
reflected on the 30 years he has waited
for this kind of leadership. 

Grier said he noticed a change soon
after the company climbed out from
under two years of bankruptcy protec-
tion and got new owners. 

His union — Local 1005 of the United
Steelworkers — won a pay hike, better
benefits, and a sizeable chunk of profit
sharing.

Union reps started going to produc-
tion meetings and hiring interviews. 

And then there were the personal
touches, like the hand-written
Christmas cards mailed to every em-
ployee along with a $25 retail gift cer-
tificate. 

“When you get treated better, you
work better. It’s like they’ve figured out
that we’re the guys who are making the
steel.”

The man getting a lion’s share of the
credit for the new, more union-friend-
ly management is Stelco CEO Rodney
Mott, who did not attend Saturday’s
event.

In his aggressive new strategy for the

troubled steelmaker released last sum-
mer, Mott promised to do more with
less — increasing productivity while
trimming hundreds of workers. 

Party-goers agreed that getting more
output from workers worked better
with a carrot rather than a stick ap-
proach. 

Zinc coater Tom Reape said years of
friction with bosses as well as battling
for minuscule wage increases had left
him feeling dejected. “Now they are

leaving us alone more and we’re get-
ting the same amount of work done or
more but without all the head-
butting.”

Reape said he was happy to trade in
his hard hat for a dress shirt Saturday
night, but admitted the real perk was
the extra couple of hundred dollars in
every paycheque — a result of the
union’s new profit-sharing deal. 

Others, like the salaried workers
scattered among scores of tables, were

not as lucky, he acknowledged. Many
of the non-unionized office and white-
collar workers were stuck with cuts to
benefits, vacations and pension eligi-
bility under the new company.

“We know some of the other guys got
hit pretty hard,” said Reape over the din
of the disco anthem I Will Survive
blaring over the speakers. 

Crane operator Ian Fleming agreed
that a more cordial management style,
a reinvestment in factory equipment

and gestures such as Saturday night’s
party went a long way with him and his
co-workers. 

Hinting at fears that owners might
eventually flip the company once it be-
comes profitable, Fleming said his in-
vestment was long-term. 

“The most important thing is that
Stelco survives at all costs. It is our life
blood.”
dborcea@thespec.com
905-526-3214

BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Hamilton Mayor Fred Eisenberger says
the $90-million cleanup of Randle
Reef is one of his highest priorities.

“It doesn’t transcend all priorities,
but it’s top of the list,” he said at a
weekend “bringing back the bay”
meeting attended by four MPPs, two
MPs and several dozen other people in-
volved in the Hamilton Harbour Reme-
dial Action Plan.

Halton Regional Chair Gary Carr said
“it needs to be fixed” and local politi-
cians have to work together in a non-
partisan way to get it done.

Environment Canada’s John Shaw
said the proposed plan to contain and
cap the contaminated sediment, creat-
ing an eight-hectare peninsula with
shipping terminals surrounded by
green space, calls the cost to be shared
three ways by the federal government,
province and local interests.

Carr said the chances of getting fed-
eral and provincial aid now are better
than a decade ago because Ottawa has a
record surplus and Ontario’s deficit is

dropping, unlike the 1990s when both
were cutting back.

“The good news is the money is out
there. We can get this done if we have
the full commitment of the people
around this table. We can resolve this.”

The group also heard from Ed Hanna,
a researcher from York University’s In-
stitute for Research and Innovation in
Sustainability, which has developed a
computer model that forecasts gov-
ernments, business and the people of
Hamilton and Halton will benefit to
the tune of nearly a billion dollars
when the harbour is clean enough to
come off the list of Great Lakes pollu-
tion hot spots.

Hanna said the model shows shed-
ding the stigma of being “a dirty, pol-
luted steeltown — a change in the way
people look at Hamilton — is one of the
most powerful forces in terms of ben-
efits” delisting will bring.

In explaining the new benefits-sim-
ulation program, he said it is only a
forecast — “use it as an indication, not
fact,”— and noted that not all potential
benefits are included, only those that

can easily be expressed in economic
terms.

Al Peckham, chair of the Hamilton
Port Authority, promised to support
the cleanup, saying: “I don’t think it’s
about money. It’s just the right thing to
do.”

NDP Hamilton Centre MPP Andrea
Horwath said area politicians — re-
gardless of party affiliation — “have to
put our heads together, our pocket-
books together. This has got to be the
priority because the opportunities it
provides are enormous.”

David Sweet, Conservative MP for
Ancaster-Flamborough-Dundas-
Westdale, said he still had “a lot of
questions I want to ask” about the
project, but would take the meeting’s
message to the federal ministers of 
finance, environment and transport.

Hamilton Mountain Liberal MPP
Marie Bountrogianni, provincial min-
ister of intergovernmental affairs, at-
tended but did not have a chance to
comment.
emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

❚ Second-worst coal tar contamination in Canada, behind the Sydney Tar Ponds in
Nova Scotia, where a century of coke and coal gas manufacture left one million
tonnes of contaminated soil and sediment.

The federal and provincial governments began a 10-year, $400-million, cleanup
of the Sydney site in 2004.

❚ Mud to a depth of three metres or more is laced with chemicals so toxic they burn
human skin and if inhaled cause anaphylactic shock — a severe allergic reaction.
There’s enough hazardous material to fill Copps Coliseum to the roof three times.

❚ The sediment is so toxic to underwater creatures that 80 hectares of the harbour
floor is essentially a dead zone. Fish that survive have growth and reproductive 
disorders.

❚ John Shaw of Environment Canada calls it “a spill in slow motion,” because con-
taminants deposited in the Sherman Inlet as far back as the 19th century are
spreading outward and leaching up into the harbour water. “The more diffuse it
gets, the more difficult it becomes to implement solutions,” he warns.

Randle Reef cleanup is a top priority: mayor
HOW BAD IS RANDLE REEF?

RON ALBERTSON, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Stelco’s new management hosted a massive gala dinner for workers who appreciated and welcomed it as a sign of a new beginning for the Hamilton steel giant.
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