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The Tire Experts

BRAKE SERVICE

*Buy one tire, get 2nd 1/2 price or buy 3,tires get the 4th Free on all Uniroyal AS65 tires only. Instant rebates as follows $40 Laredo Cross Country, Tiger Paw Touring tires, ice and snow ($10 per tire) during our tire
sale event. With this coupon only. Cannot be combined with any other offer/promotion. Offer valid Nov. 10 to Dec. 23, 2006.

* A $5 RECYCLING DEPOSIT CHARGE WILL BE APPLIED WHEN YOU BUY A NEW
BATTERY, REFUNDABLE WITH THE RETURN OF YOUR OLD BATTERY FOR RECYCLING

• Remove & replace pads or shoes
• Inspect rotors & drums
• Inspect brake lines & components
• Test parking brake
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VEHICLES

$6995*$6995* $9495*$9495*
FROM FROM
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TOURING•LT TRUCK
•WINTER TIRES
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2nd tire

1/2 price
Buy one

Uniroyal Tiger
Paw AS65 at
our regular

price and get
the 2nd tire

for 1/2 price.

(set of 4)(set of 4)(set of 4)(set of 4)(set of 4)(set of 4)

46 Locations www.activegreenross.com
HAMILTON 138 Hughson St. (at Cannon St.) 905 572-7444 

CENTRE MALL Formerly SEAR AUTO CENTRE 905 545-2261 
LIMERIDGE MALL Formerly SEARS AUTO CENTRE905 575-0084

HAMILTON 455 Ottawa St. North NOW OPEN 905 549-7026 
STONEY CREEK 558 Queenston Rd. (at Nash Rd.) 905 560-9033
BRANTFORD LYNDEN PARK MALL (next to Sears) 519 756-3656
CAMBRIDGE 1270 Franklin Blvd. 519 621-5875
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BY JOHN BURMAN

Dozens of east Hamilton residents
were forced from their homes yester-
day as an angry torrent of flood water
tore through their neighbourhood.

The flood started just after noon and
water stood almost two metres deep on
National Drive within an hour. Parked
cars disappeared beneath the surface.

Firefighters rescued one wheelchair-
bound woman from her home in the
middle of the lake that formed in the
street and carried her to higher ground.

Officials said the rush of water, com-
bined with debris blocking storm sew-
ers, created flood “lakes” on National
and Ellen Avenue one block south.

Water filled basements, sank cars,
swept blue boxes blocks away and
flooded underground hydro installa-
tions.

Hamilton Fire Chief Jim Kay said up
to 40 homes were flooded.

“The water was up to five feet high on
some homes and submerged gas me-
ters.”

Officials think a catchment basin be-
hind the neighbourhood was choked
with fallen trees and debris and divert-
ed runoff down the streets.

“It was coming over the top of the es-
carpment, right down the rail line.”

Squads of firefighters waded through
hip-deep water and later used a police
boat to take stranded homeowners to
dry land. They combed houses to shut
off gas and hydro where they could. It
was too dangerous in one house as wa-
ter was streaming through the electri-
cal panel in the basement. 

Horizon Utilities and the fire depart-
ment ordered power cut off in about 175
homes east of Greenhill Avenue as a

precaution against electrocutions.
“It sounds right now like it could be a

long night for those citizens and could
be quite some time before the power
comes back on,” Carmine Calabrese,
manager network operations for Hori-
zon Utilities, said last night.

Homeowners on National Drive were
directed to the Huntington Park Recre-
ation Centre on the east Mountain and
buses were provided for transporta-
tion. The centre was needed for about
two hours until 7 p.m. 

East end residents said they had lived
there 18 to 20 years, but have never seen
flood water like this.

Many blamed recent work along the
Canadian Pacific Railway line, which
crosses Greenhill Avenue just south-
west of the subdivision. 

Ralph Gouchi blamed three new wa-
terfalls pouring over the lip of the Nia-
gara Escarpment above the area for
washing a lot of mud and debris into
the neighbourhood below. 

“In all these years, we haven’t seen
that much water up there coming

down.” The torrent turned west when
it reached the CPR line, flowed over to
Greenhill and swept north up the street
toward1 King Street East. 

Most of the torrent swung into Tom-
mar Place and down into Ellen Avenue

and National Drive. 
As the basin on Ellen Avenue filled,

water flooded Ivan Jalsevac’s home and
raged through his back yard. Jalsevac
watched helplessly as water rose in his
partly finished basement, ruining a

stack of fresh drywall he was about to
install. 

“It’s an awful shock. I came back
from Fortinos and here it is,” he said.
“I’ve lived in this house for 18 years and
never, never have we seen anything like
this.” 

The water’s speed shocked Helen
Wojtowicz. “It was so fast there was no
time for some people to move their
cars. They are ruined.” 

The same storm knocked out power
to about 220 homes in Burlington on
Britannia Road, from Walkers Line to
Appleby Line, for four to five hours
yesterday. Power was restored to most
houses. 

As of 5 p.m., there were only 50 hous-
es north of the No. 1 Sideroad still
without power. A spokesman said the
outages in Burlington were due mostly
to high winds knocking down trees and
taking out power lines.
jburman@thespec.com
905-426-2469
With files from Paul Morse,
The Hamilton Spectator

BY PAUL MORSE

Millions of litres of rain runoff and sewage gushed
untreated into the harbour yesterday as a major
storm overwhelmed Hamilton’s water treatment
system.

For the first time in its history, the Woodward
wastewater treatment plant was forced to turn on
its eighth and final pump.

Water and wastewater director Jim Harnum
said the storm forced about 1.6 billion litres of
wastewater through the city’s sanitary system in
just eight hours. The Woodward Avenue plant
handles an average 400 million litres of waste-
water per day. Its maximum capacity is 600 mil-
lion litres per day. After that, runoff and sewage
bypass the plant and spill into the harbour.

The system is designed to avoid widespread
sewer backups into the basements of homes.

“It will take days before we know how much”
bypassed the treatment plant, Harnum said.

The city has alerted the Ministry of Environ-
ment according to bypass protocols, he said.

“A short duration bypass into a large body of
water like the harbor has very little environmen-
tal impact,” Harnum said. He added much of the
sewage that was bypassed had still received pre-
liminary treatment which removes gross materi-
al such as sticks, sand, grit and plastics. 

John Hall, co-ordinator of the Hamilton Har-
bor’s Remedial Action Plan, agreed that, given the
volume of water in the harbour, the impact would
not likely be significant. He said the frequency of
such events would be the real measure of harm.
pmorse@thespec.com
905-526-3434
With files from Dana Borcea
The Hamilton Spectator
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East end residents forced from homes

MITCHELL BROWN, SPECIAL TO THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Firefighters took stranded homeowners to dry land and went through houses shutting off gas and electricity.  

Raw sewage streams into harbour

RON ALBERTSON, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Officials think a nearby catchment area may have become choked with debris.

The water was up to

five feet high on some

homes and

submerged gas meters.
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