
BY FRED VALLANCE-JONES,
ROBERT CRIBB 

and TAMSIN McMAHON

Canadians need another public in-
quiry into aviation safety, says the

judge who oversaw the last sweeping
probe of the industry nearly two
decades ago.

Retired Alberta justice Virgil
Moshansky is worried about a Trans-
port Canada strategy to transfer much
of the responsibility for safety oversight
to airlines and make Transport a “part-
ner” with the industry.

Moshansky, whose massive report on
the 1989 Air Ontario crash in Dryden
that killed 24 people led to many im-
provements in air safety, fears the sys-
tem is “backsliding” and should be re-
viewed once a decade. Experts agree
that many recurring safety problems
have only been addressed after they
killed people, leading to so-called
“tombstone improvements.” 

“I believe the government is moving
away from more vigorous inspection
and enforcement strictly as a cost-cut-
ting measure, much as was done in the
mid- and late 1980s preceding the Dry-
den crash,” said Moshansky, who was
made a member of the Order of Canada
in 2004 for his “singular dedication to
enhancing aviation safety.” 
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BY SHARON BOASE

A Dundas couple has played a pivotal
role in rewriting an Ontario statute
that has until now prevented lesbian
mothers from being registered as co-
parents on their children’s birth
records.

Melanie Parish is legally known as
the “mother” of 15-month-old twins
Emerson and Alexander, while Dr. Mel
Rutherford is legally their “father.”

“At our wedding, Melanie was the
‘bride’ and I was the ‘groom,’ so we’re
OK with that,” said Rutherford.

Justice Paul Rivard of the Superior
Court of Justice ruled last week that
the Vital Statistics Act (VSA) discrim-
inates against lesbian couples. It does
so on the basis of sex and also violates
their rights to equality under the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Free-
doms, by forcing lesbians to adopt a
partner’s child if they want to be rec-
ognized as a legal parent.

Rivard gave the provincial govern-
ment a year to change the VSA, so that
lesbian partners — not just the birth
mother — will be legally registered as
parents on birth records.

The ruling came just in time for an-
nual Hamilton Pride week festivities. 

Yesterday, Parish and Rutherford
were making up T-shirts for their chil-
dren to wear in today’s Pride parade
stating: ‘Love makes a family,’ and
‘Rutherford v Ontario: My family
won.’

“And boy, are we proud,” said Parish.
Using Rutherford’s ova and donated

sperm, Parish carried the twins. They
joined three other lesbian couples in
the class-action suit, while she was
still pregnant.

“If we hadn’t done this, Melanie
would have been the mother and I
would have been irrelevant,” Ruther-
ford said.
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BY JOHN BURMAN, PAUL LEGALL
and DANIEL NOLAN

CAYUGA ✦ The Ontario gov-
ernment believes the purchase
of the occupied Douglas Creek
Estates will pave the way for the
peaceful resolution of the ex-
plosive Caledonia land dispute.

The province also announced
another $1 million will be paid
to Caledonia businesses hurt by
the dispute.

But native protesters say they
will not leave the subdivision site
until title is back in their hands.

The government announced
yesterday the land will be held
in trust while negotiations over
its ownership and use continue
between the federal and
provincial governments and the
Haudenosaunee/Six Nations.

“Are we going to leave? No.
Not at all,” aboriginal spokesper-
son Janie Jamieson said.
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For the past seven months reporters from The
Hamilton Spectator, Toronto Star and The

Record of Waterloo Region have been asking
questions about air safety. What they found is
a flight safety system straining at the seams.

How safe are our skies?

Plenty of sun, partly cloudy and warm
through evening. High 32, low 20. A2
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BARRY GRAY, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Turtles vie for food at the rear of Jervis B. Webb on Burlington Street East.  A foul odour coming from the pond has workers in the area worried about the turtles.
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Their pond, a ‘hidden treasure’
in a heavy industrial zone, 
has turned murky and smells
‘horrendous,’ a worker says 

TURTLES LIVING IN SOUP
BY ERIC McGUINNESS

Big snapping turtles, nesting swans, fish
and even a coyote. Not what you’d expect
to find living in the heaviest of heavy in-
dustrial zones, surrounded by factories
and scrapyards off Burlington Street
East.

But they’re there, in and around a large
tree-lined pond of uncertain ownership
behind the Jervis B. Webb plant.

Except for the weathered walls of Stel-
co’s old No. 2 Rod Mill at the far end, you
could easily think you’re out in the coun-
try as you watch swans and geese floating
on the calm surface, but the grey, cloudy
water has looked anything but natural
the last few days.

Workers became concerned when the
water turned murky and began to smell.

Arnold Guild, a machine operator who
says it’s always been clear enough to see
fish swimming, says “the stench from the
pond is new — and horrendous.” 

He said there was a film on the water
and the turtles’ shells were black. He de-
scribed the smell on June 9 as so bad, em-
ployees couldn’t eat lunch outdoors and
had to keep nearby doors closed.

Webb staff suspected the newly opened
city compost plant next door was to blame,
but officials there said they hadn’t spilled
anything at the facility on the former Fire-
stone tire plant site.

TURTLES: A10

Oskee 
Wee Wee:

All the way
this year?

BY WADE HEMSWORTH

The Hamilton Tiger-Cats will
ride to Toronto today on a wave
of goodwill as they open their
2006 season against the Toron-
to Argonauts.

Less than three years ago, the
Canadian Football League team
was bankrupt and virtually
winless, playing badly in a half-
empty stadium.

Today the fans are back and
the organization is flush from
nearly 18,000 season-ticket
sales, following on a 2005 sea-
son that set an attendance
record.  

Riding with the team down
that same highway today will
be two bus loads of hard-core
Cats fans, chanting “Oskee
Wee Wee” all the way. 
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King of the jungle is now the prey in south Kenya. See Discover
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THE CATHOLIC TEACHERS OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH

At Liuna Station on Wednesday, June 7, 2006, the Ontario English Catholic Teachers'
Association (Hamilton-Wentworth Elementary) payed tribute to 16 teachers who 

received their 25 years of service award and to 24 teachers who are retiring.

Lynda Aceti
Theresa Comin
Robert D'Alessandro
Paul DelBello
Madelyn Hambleton-
Kwiatkoski

Lucy Maltais
Nicholas Mancini
Doreen Moroz
Karen Moyer
Frances Potter
Mary Schiappa-Agro

Sally Settimi
George Stubbs
Anne Tartaglia
Elizabeth Torrance
Marian Toth

Lesa Bablak
Mary Beveridge
Gloria Castrodale
Elizabeth DiClaudio
Pat Ertl
Antonia Ferrante
Anne Galliani
Frank Giacomelli

Donna Gill
Carolyn Gough
Amy Hadden
Dave Hart
Mary Ann Hughes
Loretta Kankowski
Sr. Joyce Kempel
Flaminia Lorenzi

Angie McBain
Charlotte Pyl
Cathy Skibinski
Susan Squires
Anita St. Denis
Marian Toth
Moira van den Heuvel

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS SERVICE IN TEACHING

Retirement Tea Committee

Congratulations and Good Luck!

Honour is their dueHonour is their due
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BY CHRISTINE COX

BURLINGTON ✦ City manager Tim
Dobbie says McMaster University is
“getting much closer” to selecting a site
for its Burlington campus. City staff
will be meeting with university officials
this week and Dobbie hopes to have an
update for council in July.  

McMaster’s DeGroote School of
Business announced in January that it
would be expanding into Burlington
and that downtown remained the pre-
ferred location. 

A report to the university’s board of
governors outlines the kinds of profes-
sionally oriented programs that Mc-
Master would provide at its School of
Advanced Management Studies in
Burlington, but does not specify a site. 

All business graduate and executive
programs would be offered through
the Burlington campus. Possibilities
include specialized MBA programs,
specialized professional masters’ pro-
grams, doctorates and executive
diplomas. Undergraduate business
education would be introduced after
five years. 

The report says the faculty of busi-
ness will begin to develop a business
plan, including market analysis, site
identification, and capital and operat-
ing requirements. Specific proposals
will need approval from McMaster’s
governing bodies and the City of
Burlington. 

Dean of business Paul Bates said Mc-
Master is also interested in other loca-
tions. Different activities require dif-
ferent kinds of facilities, so the univer-
sity must first decide what it’s going to
do, Bates said.

He’s optimistic that McMaster will
be able to identify a preferred site
within four to six weeks. 

Having the first students start in
Burlington in 2008 is still feasible,
Bates said.

McMaster’s goal is to have about 500
to 1,000 students at the Burlington
campus in the first few years, and be-
tween 3,000 to 5,000 within 20 years. 

ccox@thespec.com
905-526-3323

Mac finalizing
Burlington site

for graduate
business school

Continued from A1
Environment Ministry officer Lance
Larkin, dispatched Wednesday in re-
sponse to a call from the company op-
erating the compost plant, found the
smell was going away and said water
quality appeared better at the north
end of the large pond, closest to the
Stelco buildings and farthest from the
Webb plant. 

He concluded both ponds had be-
come anaerobic or oxygen-starved,
either because the inflow of water had
been cut off or because something had
been dumped or washed in, but it
looked as if they were starting to re-
cover. 

District supervisor Mark Dunn said
lack of water flowing into the ponds
might have caused them to stagnate,
or something spilled or dumped into a
storm sewer upstream might have
been flushed in by the last heavy rain.

“These ponds — and I use the term
loosely (behind Webb and beside the
compost plant) — are left over from

when the area was all marsh with fin-
gers of soil going out into the harbour.
They were left to channel water off,
and nobody really takes responsibility
for them.”

Dunn said Larkin hadn’t deter-
mined whether Stelco or the Hamil-
ton Port Authority owns the property,
but he hopes the city will now take an
interest because the water is so close
to the compost plant, where official
opening ceremonies are to be held
next Saturday.

Rob Meijer, general manager at

Webb, a materials-handling equip-
ment manufacturer that also makes
parts for nearby National Steel Car,
said: “There’s a big colony of snap-
ping turtles, some a couple of feet

long, and it would be a real shame if
their environment got messed up. It’s
clear the water isn’t running and it
used to run. Something happened re-
cently, something happened to the
water flow.”

Chris Ingram, manager of pre-fab-
ricating, said: “You could always see
fish at the bottom. Now I don’t know

if any fish are left. And the swans were
beautiful a couple of weeks ago, but
now they’re absolutely covered in
black on the bottom. We thought the
turtles had actually gone.”

The snappers were still around
Thursday afternoon, still coming to
the shore looking for someone to toss
them food, but there was no sign of
the sunfish and bluegills that Ingram
said co-workers’ kids have caught in
the past.

Marilyn Baxter, executive director
of the Bay Area Restoration Council,
said the ponds don’t figure in the
Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action
Plan, but are an example “of the hid-
den treasures that exist around the
bay.”

Guild said he was pleased people are
paying attention to the area “because
the wildlife need to be protected even
if the location is rather bizarre.”

emcguinness@thespec.com
905-526-4650

There s a big colony of snapping turtles, some a

couple of feet long, and it would be a real shame if

their environment got messed up.

R O B  M E I J E R

TURTLES: Wildlife abounds in ‘bizarre’ location

BY MATT KRUCHAK 

Former Catholic school board trustee
and provincial Liberal candidate, Tony
Magnini, has pleaded guilty to fraud
over $5,000. 

He set up $800,000 worth of fraud-
ulent pre-arranged funeral contracts
by forging signatures and deceiving
mostly Italian speaking seniors. A sec-
ond change of uttering to forge a docu-
ment was withdrawn. 

He was elected in 2000 as a trustee
for the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
District School Board for Wards 9, 10,
and 11. He also ran as the Liberal candi-
date for Stoney Creek in the 2003
provincial election but dropped out af-
ter being charged. 

While working as a sales counsellor
at Stoney Creek Funeral Home, Magni-
ni sold pre-arranged funerals for Ser-
vice Corporation International (Cana-
da) Limited (SCIC), a Texas-based
company. He would ask clients for a
$100 deposit and in return would lock
them into a $10,000 funeral plan. He

told his customers that the total pay-
ment could be made when needed. 

Magnini would then send the con-
tract to SCIC stating that his client
agreed to make payments on the plan.
The contract he left with the client did-
n’t list the payment schedule. In return
for the sale, Magnini would receive a
commission of roughly $700 to $800.

SCIC sales management became
suspicious in June 2003, when they
noticed he was selling a larger amount
of Guaranteed Funeral Deposits (GFD)
Trusts than other sales staff in the re-
gion. With the GFD contract, the cus-
tomer wouldn’t receive a receipt.
Magnini would receive it instead and
was supposed to pass it on to his clients
but never did. Several of these receipts
were found in his office. 

The investigation uncovered
$800,000 worth of contracts with an
average of only $100 towards them
without any subsequent payments.
The average contract was about
$10,000.

Over 100 witnesses, most of them el-

derly and who spoke only Italian, were
scheduled to testify. 

In another scam, he would forge peo-
ple’s signatures without them know-
ing. He would then pay the deposit out
of his pocket, send the signed docu-
ments to SCIC and collect the com-
mission. He also provided fake ad-

dresses for some of his customers so
SCI couldn’t contact them. The scams
ran between August 2002 and July
2003. He’s accused of being criminally
responsible for a  $35,000 loss to
Stoney Creek Funeral Home. 

Magnini has had previous run-ins
with the law. On July 18, 1991, he was
convicted of false pretenses, a fraud re-
lated offence, and was given a $500 fine.

On Oct. 15, 2004 he was found guilty
of assault and was given a conditional
discharge and a one-year probation. 

Stoney Creek Funeral Home direc-
tor,Joe Goegan would not comment on
the matter. Magnini’s lawyer, Roger
Yachetti, would not comment on the
case. Service Corporation Interna-
tional Limited (SCIC) wouldn’t pro-
vide a comment.

Magnini will appear in court for sen-
tencing Sept. 5. The maximum sen-
tence is 14 years in prison. 

mkruchak@thespec.com
905-526-3484

Pre-arranged funeral fraud
Former Catholic school board trustee sold fraudulent contracts to seniors

Tony Magnini
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