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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re: ‘Parkway projects on environment
OK’d for students; Catholic board
overrules committee’ (May 24)

I was very disappointed to read that
the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
District School Board will be allowing
students to be involved with environ-
mental projects along the Red Hill
Valley Expressway.

The late Pope John Paul II wrote
that “man has unhesitatingly devas-
tated wooded plains and valleys, pol-
luted the waters, deformed the
earth’s habitat ... blighted green
spaces. 

“It is necessary to stimulate and
sustain the ‘ecological conversion’ ...
and prepare an environment for fu-
ture generations that is closer to the
plan of the Creator.” 

An important goal of Catholic edu-
cation is to encourage students to de-
velop a respect for the natural envi-
ronment. 

This is better known as stewardship
of the Earth.

And it refers to the protection, con-
servation and enhancement of the
planet.

The fact is that the city of Hamilton
has destroyed an ecologically signifi-
cant area.

The city now feels compelled to put
a positive spin on a negative situation
—  doing it by using students to plant
trees and restore natural areas devas-
tated by the expressway develop-
ment.

What message is the Catholic
board sending to students by allow-
ing them to be used as Green PR?

What health and safety risks do
these students face working along a
busy roadway? 

As a parent of children in the
Catholic school system, I will be
holding on to my opinion and will not
permit my children to participate.

— Joel Begin, Hamilton

Ugly duckling to
waterfront swan

Hamiltonians used to feel the need to apologize for their waterfront.
“Yes, it’s ugly,” we often said, nodding at the smoking landscape

while whizzing by on the QEW, “but it employs a whole lot of people.”
But with the extension of the Hamilton Waterfront Trail that now links

Princess Point with HMCS Haida on Pier 9 six kilometres away, this city’s
waterfront continues to grow as a place to celebrate rather than avoid. 

A generation ago, the waterfront was a no-go zone. You’d risk your life
scaling fences, crossing rail lines and climbing slag heaps to dip your toe
in the water. For too long, we took for granted and harmed a physical gem
many cities would kill to have. It’s taken decades to bring back the bay and
the waterfront lands, thanks to the dedication of various community
groups and individuals. Much more work is ahead.

Though the progress has
been too slow for some, the
stars are now lining up for
the city’s shoreline. The
Hamilton Beach Trail,
Bayfront Park, Pier 4, the
Marine Discovery Centre,
the Lakelands Centre, boat
tours, the Haida, eating
spots and the trails and
green space linking them all
together are huge steps to-
ward creating the kind of
city most of us want to call
home.

We’ve also avoided the
mistakes of other cities,
most notably our giant sister
to the east. Where Toronto
has cut its residents off from

the glimmering lake, first by an expressway and now by luxury condos
stacked side by side like pieces on a chessboard, Hamilton will not have a
city where only the rich can feel the breeze off the water.

It’s an approach that echoes the beautiful lakeside development of
communities such as Burlington, Oakville and Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Now sunny days bring out thousands of people to walk, jog, bike and
skate the waterfront trail, kayak and sail in the harbour, even fish the 
waters. Community groups dedicated to restoring the bay have turned
their impressive dedication to making the water safe to swim in again.

With each link in the chain, Hamilton’s shoreline is approaching the
critical tipping point where there is enough to see and do to attract crowds
and enough visitors to support attractions. 

Plans to restore transit service from the downtown to the waterfront
must be stepped up. It’s clear people want to enjoy the shoreline and it
would be nice if they didn’t have to take a car to get there.

Hamiltonians owe it to themselves and their city to visit the trail this
summer. Bring your friends and family, especially the out-of-town ones
who don’t know the new Hamilton. All the profits of the Hamilton 
Waterfront Trust are reinvested, so spending any money will reap future
rewards like ripples from a skipping stone.

Meredith MacLeod

Man for all seasons
Some people’s success in life is measured by what they achieve in the 

business world. For others, the standard of measurement may be their
involvement in the community. And for some, the two come together, 
reflecting remarkable commitment to both spheres of contribution.

As movers and shakers go, Norman Preece may not have had the high
public profile of a Ron Joyce or a Ron Foxcroft. But Preece, who died last
week at his Grimsby home at 75, was a man of great impact in both the
world of business and in the community.

In his business life, Preece became the president of Stanton Pipes
(Canada) Ltd. and served on the boards of a range of companies related to
the steel industry. But for Hamiltonians, Preece’s lasting involvement in
the community is in evidence each time we access the city’s hospital 
system.

As vice-chair of the Hamilton Civic Hospitals
board, Preece played a huge role in the merger of
those hospitals with Chedoke-McMaster Hospi-
tals in 1996, then he served as the inaugural chair
of the new Hamilton Health Sciences Corporation.

It meant bringing together four sites and a total
workforce of nearly 8,500, and creating a stream-
lined administration. The province’s Health Ser-
vices Restructuring Committee began its work
barely two years after the merger, raising the threat
of hospital closures. It was a huge job in a tumul-
tuous time.

Preece was also a dedicated fundraiser in the
health-care sector, including for the Mark Preece

Family House in honour of his son Mark, who died of cancer in 1997.
Preece’s commitment to the community was varied — he was involved in
the YMCA, the Hamilton and District Chamber of Commerce, The
Hamilton All-Star Jazz Band and the Salvation Army.

This city is a better place because of Norman Preece’s work. 
Lee Prokaska

The seeds of ‘Green PR’

Missing the point on organics

Re: ‘Preserving the rule of law’ (letter,
May 25)

I look forward to the day when the
Haldimand Law Association demon-
strates an equal concern for the myriad
ways in which Ontario and Canada
have thrust First Nations beyond the
rule of law while at the same time 
demanding obedience. 

I do not recall the Haldimand Law
Association objecting to the arrest of
all the traditional chiefs of  Six Nations
in 1923, or the exiling of the president
of the Confederacy, or the statement to
the League of Nations following the ar-
rests of the chiefs that since they were
no longer in office their motion before
the League of Nations Assembly had
become moot.

I always thought the rule of law 

applied equally to everyone. 
Yet this association has not — at least

to my knowledge — objected to the
many different ways in which indige-
nous people in the Haldimand area
have been denied the rule of law in the
time since 1844 or since 1923 to the
present. 

If the letter writer or his colleagues
are interested in a short list of the ma-
jor events when they might have de-
manded that the rule of law in
Haldimand, in Ontario and in Canada
needed to apply to all persons and to all
peoples I should be pleased to furnish
such a list.

One can only suppose the rule of law
favoured by the Haldimand Law Asso-
ciation is a “sometimes for some peo-
ple” kind of thing.

— Michael Posluns, Toronto

Re: ‘Lister showdown looming; Council
to debate costs, demolition permit’
(May 27)

When I heard and read about the Lister
Block, I thought: “at last, a hopeful and
possible revitalization of downtown
Hamilton.”

It’s about time that old eyesore was
demolished — it is too far gone to re-
store, and this derelict building is what
is keeping downtown Hamilton from
becoming the glory it once was.

I can remember in the “good old
days” walking downtown with my dad
to visit the market, to stop at the old
Kresge’s for a hot chocolate, just to en-
joy a walk in the downtown core. My
father is long gone, and since I retired,
I rarely go downtown any more. It’s
such a dismal, dirty place.

I read with interest the comments of

some of the business owners in the core
who obviously support this project.

How wonderful it will be to see
downtown once more a vibrant,
bustling place, that dreadful old eye-
sore gone for good.

In looking at the pictures of the pro-
posed “new” building, it doesn’t look
any different from the old, as it was in
its glory days.

For the heritage committee to object,
to insist on restoration, is ridiculous.
The building cannot be restored.
There have been numerous fires there
and the decay inside must be horren-
dous. LIUNA is doing the citizens of
Hamilton a huge favour to rebuild this
place, and I sincerely hope Hamilton
city council will do the proper thing—
issue  the demolition permit and allow
LIUNA to get on with it.

— Mair E. Davies, Hamilton

Re: ‘Lively debate on organic foods;
Some consumers readily pay more for
organically grown fruits and veggies. Is
the benefit worth it?’ (May 25)

I have been farming organically in
Hamilton for the last 10 years, so I was
shocked to read that “Dr. (Joe)
Schwarcz cites arsenic as an extreme
example of a natural pesticide.” I had
never heard of someone using arsenic
on an organic farm.

So, I did some further research and
found that neither the USDA (N.O.P),
the Quebec provincial standard, nor
OCPP-Pro-Cert, our certifier and one
of the largest in Canada, permit ar-
senic use in their bylaws. 

I challenge you to find out which Or-
ganic Certifier is allowing such prac-
tices and where this professor is get-
ting his information from.

It also appears that other experts
quoted in the story did not look into
any of the recent peer-reviewed scien-
tific studies comparing the nutritional
values of organic and conventional
foods when they state that “organic
foods cost about 40 per cent more than
regular ones but are zero per cent more
nutritious.” 

Three of these studies found signifi-
cant differences and they can be 
found at www.soilassociation.org,
www.foodisyourbestmedicine.com and
www.intelihealth.com.

The article misses one of the most
important reasons for growing, buying
and eating organic foods when it con-
cludes with Schwarcz’s opinion that
“you can’t get out of here alive,” so why
spend more money on organics when it
probably won’t extend your life? 

What about leaving behind clean
soil, air and water on which future
generations can thrive?

— Melanie Golba, 
Plan B Organic Farm, Flamborough

Lister beyond restoration; let LIUNA get on with replication

As the dust settles on the Caledonia upheaval, who suffers?

When the rule of law is selective
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Waterfront trail

Trails dot the waterfront area, forming
a significant part of the revival effort.

Norman Preece

Red Hill Expressway: City trying to
make a negative situation positive?

I live in Caledonia. I laugh when I read
the opinions of people who don’t live
here. I guess everyone has a right to an
opinion, but when it happens to your
own town, it’s a different story.

There are a lot of things that have
happened and only 60 per cent gets
media coverage. It’s the other 40 per
cent that only the residents of Caledo-
nia witness or live through.

Over the last week or so we have had
to endure power outages and vandal-
ism. Our property values have gone
down and our children are living in
fear. 

We have worked hard for the things
we have and because of the govern-
ment, we could lose thousands of dol-

lars. Businesses have suffered — I even
lost my job because of all this. Who is
going to compensate us?

Before someone from Ancaster or
even as far away as Toronto decides to
give an opinion about the poor people
of Caledonia, I ask them to stop and
think about our children, who don’t
really understand why this is happen-
ing in their community.

We’re only human and the residents
of Caledonia will be the ones who suf-
fer in years to come, financially and
emotionally. 

And ask yourself if you would move
to Caledonia after all  that’s hap-
pened?

— Brenda Wendt, Caledonia

The height of folly?

Re: “Harper rapped on Caledonia issue;
Peterson contradicts PM: Ottawa has
biggest role ‘by a long shot’ in solving
Six Nations land claim” (May 26)

MP Diane Finley said in an interview
that the reason people haven’t seen her
in Caledonia is because she’s only 
5-foot-3. Does that mean we’ll have to
measure every candidate in the next
election before we vote for them in or-
der to get good representation?

Is this woman for real?
— Karen Walton, Caledonia

EEddiittoorr’’ss  NNoottee:: In our May 27 edition, a production problem inadvertent-
ly deleted the writer’s name for the letter, “Business as usual? Far from it.”
The letter was written by Darlene Losier of Caledonia. The Spectator
does not publish anonymous letters to the editor. — Kevin Cavanagh
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