
BY PETER VAN HARTEN

You will be able to see the differ-
ence in water quality at Hamil-
ton Harbour.

That’s both the promise and
the expectation with the 
$75 million in harbour cleanup
money announced yesterday by
federal, provincial and munici-
pal politicians.

But it’s only a “first step” in
the more than $600 million
needed to take Hamilton off the
list of 41 Great Lakes pollution
hot spots — called “areas of
concern” by the International
Joint Commission.

“We will see a measurable
change,” said John Hall, co-
ordinator, Hamilton Harbour
Remedial Action Plan  (HHRAP). 

“This is a very, very signifi-
cant first step.”

The bulk of the money 
($64 million) will go to clean up
the discharges of sewage and
rainwater that go directly into
the harbour without any treat-
ment whenever it rains and
treatment plants are swamped
with combined sewer over-
flows.

The city already has huge
overflow storage tanks but there
are not enough to hold back all
the flow during storms.

Jim Harnum, head of water
and wastewater for the city, says
it has not yet been determined
whether the money will be used
to build more tanks or actual
high-rate treatment facilities at
three discharge outflows at
Wentworth, Wellington and
Birch streets.

But the results will mean less
harbour loading of harmful 
nitrogen, phosphorus, ammo-
nia and sewage solids and
should improve water oxygen
levels for fish and aquatic life,
he said.

Harnum said the city has
budgeted $300 million for water
and wastewater improvements
and is looking to governments
for another $300 million to 
improve the harbour. 

“We are getting $50 million;
it’s a beginning,” he said. 

Yesterday, the federal govern-
ment committed $35 million
and the province pledged 
$15 million. 

The commitment allows the
city to go ahead with various
projects that will be outlined in
its 2006 water and wastewater
master plan.

Hamilton will contribute 
$25 million from its sewer and
water rate charges.

Additional funding will be
needed to upgrade the Wood-
ward Avenue treatment plant.

The combined sewer overflow
control work now planned will
be carried out in 2009 and 2010.

From 2007 to 2009, the city
plans to spend $8.1 million of
the $75 million on wastewater

disinfection upgrades at its 
Waterdown, Dundas and
Woodward treatment plants.

The city plans to use ultra-
violet light chambers and 
improved chemical treatment
to eliminate the use of harmful
chlorine which now ends up 
being discharged into the 
harbour in summer months at
the plants.

The third priority for the
funding is Windermere Basin
where $2.9 million is being
spent to naturalize the area into
a wetland and floodplain to cap-
ture sediments from the Wood-
ward plant and Red Hill Creek.
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It costs $24 million to dredge
the basin of built-up sediments
and the city wants to avoid the re-
curring costs of dredging with a
more sustainable natural area to
tie in with the Red Hill Valley area.

“We want it to be an area 
people can enjoy rather than a big
hole in the ground,” Harnum said.

Hall said the Skyway treat-
ment plant in Burlington is
meeting some of its effluent
discharge targets established to
get the harbour off the list of
“areas of concern” set by the
International Join Commission.

“Hamilton is having a very
difficult time meeting the
HHRAP water quality targets,”
he said.  

“When it rains, you get this
huge additional flow into your
plant.” 

To get delisted, Hamilton will
require a lot more money from
the two senior levels of govern-
ment, he said.

Marilyn Baxter, of the Bay
Area Restoration Council, said
Hamilton has made progress on
its waterfront trails and harbour
access.

But harbour water quality is
“not halfway there yet” if Hamil-
ton is to be delisted, she adds.

The $75 million will bring a
noticeable difference in water
quality, reduce stinky algae and
provide better oxygen levels to
support fish life.

The money committed 
yesterday does not provide for
any progress on cleaning up the
toxic Randle Reef area in the
east harbour. 

Baxter said that is a high 
priority and hopes the needed

millions (of dollars) will flow
from the federal and provin-
cial governments to contain
it.

“Our goal is delisting in 2015,
so Randle Reef better be cleaned
up by then,” she said. 

“We hope to have major steps
within a year on that.”
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Continued from A1
“This announcement is quite
separate from that, except it’s
good news that there are 680
acres that can service any com-
pany and industry,” Di Ianni said. 

Servicing of the park could
attract various industries which
the city estimates could provide
11,450 jobs at a ratio of 15 jobs

per acre, he said, with those in-
dustries contributing $15 mil-
lion to $25 million in new indus-
trial taxes each year to ease the
burden on residential property
owners.

Although each government
provided a third of the $105 mil-
lion announced, there was a bit
of juggling to provide the 

money for the industrial park.
Federal cabinet minister and

Hamilton East-Stoney Creek
MP Tony Valeri said servicing
the industrial park did not qual-
ify for federal infrastructure
funding.

So the federal government is
funding more than one-third of
the harbour cleanup ($35 mil-

lion) so that the city could ob-
tain more money from the
province for the Glanbrook in-
dustrial park ($20 million of the
$30 million).

The servicing work should be
completed by 2007 and will in-
clude water mains on Rymal,
Nebo and Twenty roads, sani-
tary sewer on the Dartnell Road

extension and road improve-
ments on Nebo and Twenty.

Provincial cabinet minister and
Hamilton Mountain MPP Marie
Bountrogianni said the two pro-
jects were too ambitious for a
municipality to take on by itself.
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Water quality commitment  
$75m first step  to clean up harbour and take city off Great Lakes pollution list

BY JOHN BURMAN

The commitment of $30 mil-
lion to develop services for
North Glanbrook industrial
lands sets the stage for Hamil-
ton to welcome Maple Leaf
Foods.

But local politicians insist the
provincial funding has nothing
to do with a proposal to build a
$250 million pork-processing
plant off Nebo Road.

Maple Leaf has offered to pur-
chase 18.6 hectares of the
275.2-hectare site from the city.
The offer has been in hand for
weeks, but officials held off pre-
senting it to council until the in-
frastructure funding announce-
ment that came yesterday.

Maple Leaf’s offer to the city,
and a conditional deal it signed
in August with a private
landowner for another 
16 hectares in the industrial
park, both depend on the giant
meat processing company get-
ting zoning amendments and
other approvals.

The company’s plans for a
new $250-million pork pro-
cessing plant are meaningless
unless the land is serviced. The
province will pay up to $20 mil-
lion and Hamilton will pay the
rest through development fees.

Ward 11 Councillor Dave
Mitchell said the need to ser-
vice the Glanbrook lands exist-
ed many years before Maple
Leaf and the jobs it offers 
became news.

Bob Smith, chair of Citizens
Against Pig Slaughterhouses
(CAPS), says federal and
provincial infrastructure mon-
ey should be used to repair and
upgrade services in the lower
city, not open greenfields to de-
velopment.

That way, he says, taxpayers
will avoid getting slammed in a
few years when the city has to
bite the bullet and pay for mas-
sive renewal in the lower city.

“They’re spending the mon-
ey on new land and we are still
going to have to pay for infra-
structure repairs down the
road,” Binbrook’s Smith said
yesterday. “This shouldn’t go to
new development.”

Mitchell says providing ser-
viced land is an issue that pre-
dates the amalgamated city. He
said it was under consideration
before Maple Leaf decided to
close its plant in Burlington.

“(The announcement) is ab-
solutely great news for Hamil-
ton,” he said. “Way back in the
township days the residential-
industrial-commercial tax ra-
tio was out of whack. We need-
ed serviced employment lands
then just like now .

“It was decided, and the On-
tario Municipal Board ap-
proved, that those lands would
provide industrial and com-
mercial assessment, but we
didn’t have the money then to
pay for the services.”

Provincial and municipal of-
ficials said yesterday develop-
ing the North Glanbrook pro-
ject is key to an estimated
10,350 jobs, 12 million square
feet in new building construc-
tion, a $300-million expansion
of the commercial tax assess-
ment base and $18 million an-
nually in new tax revenue.
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FUNDING: Industries at park could provide 11,450 jobs

TORY ZIMMERMAN, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Jim Harnum, head of water and wastewater for the city, joined politicians at three levels of government for yesterday’s announcement.
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Workers vacuum sewage overflow trapped by a boom in Windermere Basin.

GANGS: Police will ask judge to make name of young suspect public
Continued from A1

This morning, police will make
the rare move of asking Superi-
or Court Justice Anton Zuraw to
allow them to make the wanted
youth’s name public.

“This is a very dangerous in-
dividual,” said Deputy Chief
Ken Leendertse yesterday.

Dahabiyeh and the teen, as
well as the two victims, 18 and
20, are all known to police,
Leendertse said.

The mother of one of the vic-
tims, who did not want to be
identified, said her son was shot
in both legs.

“They tried to rob him … Now
we have to flee this place,” she
said.

Police gang experts say
Hamilton has had problems

with Bloods and Crips for years,
and “it escalated to this on Fri-
day,” Davis said.

But police insist Hamilton’s
Bloods and Crips are home-
grown and not affiliated with
the violence-filled gangs in
Toronto or California.

The original Bloods and Crips
grew out of violent black and
Hispanic street gangs in Los
Angeles at the end of the 1960s.
Fuelled by their success in the
drug trade, they began to spread
to other cities across North
America.

Illegal drugs are big business
for Hamilton’s Bloods and
Crips.

Gangs expert Detective Con-
stable Sabrina Feser said there
are approximately 200 Bloods

and 100 Crips in Hamilton.
Here, though, gang lines blur,
and many younger members or
associates don’t even know the
history or true symbolism of the
original Bloods and Crips.

“We’re not like the American
gangs,” she said.

Hamilton gangs identify
themselves more with colours
— red and blue — than as 
bone fide Bloods and Crips,
which use the same colours re-
spectively.

Residents in the complex
where the shootings occurred
know about the colours. 

“My brother bought my 
10-year-old son a red T-shirt,”
said Shirley, who was not will-
ing to give her last name. “But
there is no way he could wear it

because they’d steal it.
“It’s their colour and nobody

else is going to wear them.”
There are no hard-and-fast

rules for Hamilton’s gangs, Fes-
er said, “and they can get along
with each other for the sake of
business.”

Hamilton’s red and blue gangs
also differ from other cities in
their ethnic makeup. Many
Hamilton red-affiliated gangs
are Asian, such as the Oriental
Blood Brothers, Endless Broth-
erhood, Queenz Bloods, Royal
Bloods and Hamilton Blood
Soldiers.

Local Crips don’t really have
subsets and call themselves
Crips, she said, “but our gangs
don’t know most of their own
history.”

And battles between the two
gangs have little or nothing to
do with historic rivalry and
more with drug deals that have
gone bad, territorial clashes and
ripoffs.

Youth and street gangs have
always been around in Canada,
said Scot Wortley, a University
of Toronto criminology profes-
sor and expert in street gangs.

People tend to be surprised to
hear overall homicide rates are
down from 30 years ago, Wort-
ley said, but what has changed is
the nature of who is being killed.

“There is a higher proportion
of young men 18 to 30 being
killed and that may be an indi-
cation serious youth or street
gang activities is increasing,” he
said.

Wortley thinks there are two
reasons for the increasingly
public nature of the some of the
violence, such as daylight
shootings here or drive-by as-
sassinations in Toronto inter-
sections. Gang members em-
broiled in territorial disputes
likely are keeping very low pro-
files to protect themselves. 

“So when they are seen, rivals
take the opportunity to settle
scores,” he said. And some of
them may be trying to develop
street reputations as tough
guys. “It’s a way of sending the
message that I’m crazy, I’m re-
ally crazy, and you don’t want to
mess with me.”
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