


VISIONS FOR HAMILTON HARBOUR

Jim I homs, sarc President

Hamilton Harbour is a vital
component of the Bay Area
communities. It stands out not
only as a working harbour, but also
as a great place for recreation
opportunities like fishing, boating
and seeing local wildlife. As a
place of great views, it is a
wonderful spot to take a walk and
enjoy a bit of nature close to
home.

However, our civic reputation is
tainted because of the Harbour’s

M ayor Bob W ade,

Mayor Wade returned to the
community workshop this year and
began by thanking those in
attendance for their common
interest in the future of “one of our
greatest assets — Hamilton
Harbour.” Noting the progress
achieved in the past year, he
expressed his belief that the city
and the community were well on
their way to fulfilling their
commitment to revitalize the
harbour.

Reiterating his vision for the

harbour — which includes
increased access to the
waterfront, improvements to

effluent water quality, and moving
closer to Remedial Action Plan
targets — Mayor Wade went on to
describe some of city council’s
contributions to making this vision

history of contamination. When TV
comedians score cheap laughs
with jokes about our harbour its
more than just embarrassing — it
is damaging Hamilton’s economic
future.

BARC is currently developing a
communication strategy. Our
consultants from Quorum
Communications are making
many recommendations to make
more effective our efforts to inform,
influence and involve the harbour

City of Hamilton

a reality. Among these is the plan
to increase water rates over the
next several years, providing the
means to improve Hamilton’s
water and sewer infrastructure,
and more truly reflecting the real
costs of providing clean drinking
water to citizens and improving the
quality of water returning to the
harbour.

The city’s greatest
accomplishment, in Mayor Wade’s
opinion, was the strategic plan,
developed by council last
November. In this plan, council
charted the way toward building a
Hamilton that is, among other
things, a healthy, safe and green
city. Committed to working with
other levels of government, the
private sector, and the community
to improve the environment and

communities in the restoration of
the harbour. They are questioning
some of our comfortable habits
and are challenging us to become
a more ambitious, dynamic, and
assertive organization. The BARC
Board is dealing with these
recommendations and will report
at our Annual General Meeting in
June 2002. BARC continues to
offer public programs and ways to
be involved. Contact the office for
more information.

the health of residents, city council
identified the cleanup of the
harbour and the investment in safe
water as two areas of priority.
Other programs projected for the
coming year include the dredging
of Windermere basin, the
continuation of the CSO tank
program, the extension of the
waterfront trail, and the
development of a water quality
strategic plan.

Mayor Wade emphasized the
importance of working together for
change, and declared that the City
of Hamilton was fortunate to have
committed individuals and
organizations like BARC striving to
make a positive difference in the
city. “The future of Hamilton
Harbour,” he stated, “is clearly
clean, healthy, and revitalized.”




VISIONS FOR HAMILTON HARBOUR
CounCillor RCk C Faven, city of Burlington

Bringing greetings from Mayor Rob
Maclsaac and the members of city
council, Councillor Craven
reviewed some of the City of
Burlington’s ongoing efforts to
improve the state of the harbour
and the natural environment. He
began by mentioning the Region of
Halton’s upgrades to the Skyway
Sewage Treatment Plant, which
have already helped meet RAP
objectives for improving harbour
water quality.

Councillor Craven proceeded to
remind the assembly of the city’s
ongoing commitment to broader
environmental goals. Burlington
has adopted an environmental
mission statement requiring
higher levels of environmental
performance from government
operations and corporations. The
city has hired a full-time
environmental coordinator who will
work with the city’s environmental
management team to review

JOhn Ha”, RAP Coordinator

John Hall described the harbour
clean-up as a roller coaster ride.
He is very enthusiastic about
what's been done, but realistic in
seeing the future work that awaits
us. For his full comments, please
refer to the RAP Coordinator’s
report called “Just Ask Anyone” in
this newsletter.

municipal operations and assist in
implementing these objectives.

The issue of pesticides was
highlighted, as Burlington has
committed to reducing the
cosmetic use of pesticides on
municipal property. Pesticide use
is currently not allowed in
playgrounds and public parks, and
is to be eliminated on most sports
fields by 2003. Councillor Craven
also alluded to the possibility of
decreasing private pesticide use
through municipal by-laws. A
public meeting regarding the issue
is set for May 8 to hear from the
various stakeholders involved.

Another significant investment
made by the city has been in the
restoration of Grindstone Creek, a
major contributor of sediment to

the harbour. Improvements such
as the construction of new erosion
control structures at Hidden Valley
Park have been underway since
November and are expected to be
completed later this vyear.
Additional funding has been
secured to assist with this project,
and 275 trees and shrubs are to be
planted by volunteers around the
creek on April 20.

Through these and other efforts,
the City of Burlington actively
contributes to the revitalization of
the harbour and the regeneration
of the waterfront. Councillor
Craven declared that Burlington
considers itself a full partner in the
efforts to restore the bay and the
broader environment, and that it
remains committed to that
partnership.

Left to right: Guest Speaker Kelvin Rogers, Councillor Rick
Craven, Mayor Bob Wade and BARC President Jim Thoms




FROM FIRE TO FAME:

Cuyahoga River Clean-Up Revitalized Cleveland's Waterfront

Ke|Vi n Rogers, Cuyahoga River RAP Co-ordinator

BARC was pleased to have Kelvin
Rogers of the Cuyahoga River
RAP and the Ohio Environmental
Agency relate the success story of
the Cuyahoga River.

Today, the
Cuyahoga River
and surrounding
parks are among
the top tourist
destinations in the
United States.

With his slide show entitled “From
Fire to Fame,” Mr. Rogers led
workshop participants along the
river's amazing recovery since

1969, when surface oils and debris
in the river caught fire in downtown
Cleveland and gave it the reputa-
tion as the most polluted river in
America. Heavily polluted by in-
dustrial discharges into Lake Erie,
the Cuyahoga River was devoid of
life and saturated with toxins.

Today, the Cuyahoga River and
surrounding parks are among the
top tourist destinations in the
United States. The river itself is
now a popular spot for recreation,
as evidenced by the large number
of boaters that use it, and the
pizza delivery boat that has found
a good location for business! Also
contributing to the recreational
aspect is the 35-kilometre long
walking path that has been built
along the river with plans to extend

BARC President Jim Thoms (left)
thanks guest speaker Kelvin Rogers,
Co-ordinator of the Cuyahoga River RAP

it to 129 kilometres.

The Cuyahoga River was named
one of fourteen American Heritage
Rivers in 1998 because of its
unigue historical, cultural,
economic and environmental
history. Mr. Rogers described how
tougher environmental regulations,
the participation of industries in
treating wastewater before
discharge, and upgraded sewer
and water systems helped
contribute to the revitalization of
the river, the return of various fish
species, and commercial
development along the shores. He
emphasized the strong link
between improved water quality
and increased recreation, tourism
and commercial developments
along the shores of Cleveland.

Many improvements are still
needed in and around the
Cuyahoga River, and Mr. Rogers
listed stormwater discharges,
erosion control and public
education among the RAP
priorities for further action.

Mr. Rogers fielded several
guestions from the audience. Most
questions compared the situations
of the Cuyahoga River and
Hamilton Harbour. Many were
particularly interested in the
breakdown of funding for
restoration projects between
municipal, provincial, and federal
levels of government.




AND THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES ...

bk This annual community harbour event is all about communication and

dialogue. For everyone involved, the basic premise and goal is good

environmental stewardship: bringing back the bay to an ecologically
healthy state, with a vibrant, revitalized waterfront.

BARC'’s aim is to be a credible, competent, authoritative, and well-
balanced voice speaking out for the bay when attending meetings,
writing letters, talking to all levels of government and at public meetings.
BARC also represents the views of citizens on harbour matters.

At the sessions that follow, resource people will provide an up-date on
the RAP issues. We will listen and learn from the insights, practical
knowledge, questions and concerns raised by all the participants.

Facilitator: Anne Redish, RAP Forum Chair

So let the dialogue continue ... 7

Marilyn Baxter, BARC Manager

SessionA:  HARBOUR WATER QUALITY

Resource People: Sheila Allan, Environment Canada, Randle Reef PAG; Bill Fitzgerald,
Hamilton Port Authority; Lynda Lukasik, Environment Hamilton; Craig McGinlay, Dofasco; Jeff
Mclintyre, City of Hamilton; Dale Millar, City of Hamilton; Kristin O’'Connor, Hamilton Harbour
RAP Office; Andy Sebestyen, Stelco Inc.; Cam Walsh, Region of Halton; Pete Wobschall,

Green Venture.

This session provided an
opportunity to ask questions to find
out what actions are currently
being taken to improve harbour
water quality. At the beginning of
the session, the various resource
people were asked to provide
some background information
regarding the organizations they
represented.

Three issues were considered
during the session:

a) The coal tar blobs that were
found floating near Randle
Reef,

b) The up-grading of municipal

and industrial wastewater
treatment plants, and

c) The threat of spills and
discharges to the creeks and
harbour.

The origin of the coal tar blobs has
not yet been identified. Different
assessments suggest that the
blobs are made up of an aged
material with high pH levels, a
characteristic of sediments near
the bottom of the harbour. Booms
were put in over the summer to try
and capture the floating material
and protect animal life. The
Hamilton Port Authority is

encouraging any boating activity to
avoid the area of contamination.

As for the containment and
removal of the contaminated
sediments in Randle Reef, five
options are currently being
considered. These options vary in
their strategies for removal,
treatment and disposal, and could
cost anywhere from $10 to $25
million to carry out. These options
are undergoing a comprehensive
public review to determine which is
the most acceptable to the
stakeholders involved.

The current states and future plans

of Hamilton and Skyway
Wastewater Treatment Plants

... continued on next page




Session A: Harbour Water Quality (cont'd from previous page)

were discussed in some depth.
Jeff Mcintyre described how the
Hamilton system has suffered from
a shortage of capital, but with City
Council’'s commitment to increase
water rates, the Hamilton water
treatment infrastructure would be
able to move closer to meeting
RAP targets. By the end of this
year, all the old equipment of the
Hamilton treatment plants will have

Jeff Mcintyre, City of
Hamilton, talks water quality

been upgraded or retrofitted.

In contrast, Cam Walsh explained
that Halton is using an existing
facility approach before
considering upgrades to its water
treatment system. He feels that
Halton will be able to meet RAP
objectives.

Representatives from Stelco and
Dofasco announced that they
were achieving RAP goals for
ammonia and phosphorus levels,
and were studying other areas for
improvement. At the suggestion of
the facilitator, time was spent
further clarifying how the sewer,
stormwater, and CSO systems
function.

Discharges into creeks,
particularly in east Hamilton, have
continued to cause problems.
Stormwater pipes flow
continuously into creeks and

SessionB:  HABITAT RESTORATION

Eacilitator: Laurel Mclvor

Resource People: Brenda Axon, Conservation Halton; Bob Curry, Hamilton Naturalists' Club;
Robert Norman, Hamilton Community Services; Sheila O'Neal, Hamilton-Halton Watershed
Stewardship; Kelvin Rogers, Cuyahoga RAP; Tyler Smith, Royal Botanical Gardens; Tys

Theysmeyer, Royal Botanical Gardens.

This session focused on habitat
restoration and the following three
guestions:
a) What are the plans for Wind-
ermere Basin restoration?
b) Is Cootes Paradise marsh
recovering as expected?
¢) What's in store to improve the
health of our local streams?

The session not only allowed
resource people to present
updated information about these
areas, but also allowed citizens
and city councillors to ask
important questions. The session
ended with a congratulatory note
to BARC for facilitating such
communication, as well as several

analysis shows the water to
contain E. coli and other
contaminants. Various spills have
occurred in the Red Hill Creek
area, though attempts to identify
their sources have been
unsuccessful. Citizens were
encouraged to call the City of
Hamilton 24-hour spills line, (905)
540-5188 soon after discovering a
spill. Signs are being posted in the
next few weeks to alert citizens of
contaminated discharge areas.

One suggestion for further action
was a public education initiative
informing residents of how
responsible they are for the
contamination of their water.
Another proposed topic for future
discussion was the extent to which
urban boundaries should be
allowed to expand, taking into
account how they place ensuing
burdens on current water
treatment capacities.

flip chart pages of “action items”.

Robert Norman began the
discussion of restoration plans for
Windermere Basin by explaining
the goals of the 2001 steering
committee and by passing out

... continued on next page




Session B: Habitat Restoration (cont'd from previous page)

copies of their publication,
“Transforming the Landscape:

Windermere Basin Design
Workshop”. Bob Curry followed
up on Robert’'s points,

emphasizing Windermere Basin’s
importance both as a passive
recreational site, and also as a
river estuary.

After questions and discussion,
the following “action items” were
suggested:

* to increase access by encour-
aging public transportation
service to the area;

* to protect the wetlands at the
mouth of Red Hill Creek; and

* to reduce the amount of
sediment in the watershed so
that there is less need to
dredge.

Tys Theysmeyer began the
discussion of Cootes Paradise by
saying that the marsh is not

recovering as expected. He
pointed to two main factors that
inhibit Cootes’ ability to function
well as a habitat for native
species: high sediment levels and
high nutrient levels. However
some improvements were noted,
such as decreases in sewer
overflows and carp populations.

The questions and discussion
generated this list of “action
items”:

* to ensure that planning and
policies protect the natural
environment and reduce
impacts of urbanization;

* to balance the use of Cootes
as a recreational space and its
role as a nature sanctuary;
and

* to promote the redevelopment
of downtown Hamilton to
curtail urban sprawl.

Brenda Axon opened the final

Robert Norman, City of Hamilton, opened the Windermere
Basin discussion in the Habitat Restoration Session.

section of this session by talking
about ways of raising awareness
and participation in the protection
of streams, such as the
Watershed Stewardship Project.

Drawing attention to the fact that
the health of streams directly
relates to the health of the rivers,
lake and harbour, it was
emphasized that individual
participation is needed as well as
participation by local municipalities
and conservation authorities. The
session brought out much
discussion, with comments
ranging from the use of “day-
lighting” city streams in Europe to
guestions about the city’s new
road salting technologies and the
privatization of snow removal
services.

“Action items” proposed included:

* to map out rivers that have

been piped or made into
concrete streams;

* to increase communication
between the city and citizens,
particularly in regards to snow
removal and the use of salt;

* to ensure that contracts
between the city and snow
removal services include
environmentally responsible
conditions; and

* to continue cosmetic and
agricultural pesticide
reduction, as well as
reductions in the the amount of
pesticides used on golf
courses, especially those near
streams.




SessionC:  I[IMPACTS ON RECREATION

Facilitator: Ted Griffith, Quorum Communications

Resource People: Katie Biscak, City of Hamilton Parks; Carlos Catarino, Hamilton Public
Health; Murray Charlton, Environment Canada; Carl Easton, Macassa Bay Yacht Club; John
Hall, Hamilton Harbour RAP Coordinator; Domenic Lunardo, Hamilton Parks Design; Ann
Milovsoroff, Royal Botanical Gardens; Cathy Talbot, City of Burlington Parks; Al Will, Ontario

Sailing Association.

This session addressed the
following four guestions
surrounding recreation:

a) No swimming at Bayfront
Park - where’s the bacteria
coming from?

b) Blue-green algae - how toxic
is it?

c) Aquatic weeds and boating
don’t mix - what's planned for
this summer?

d) What will make the Bayfront
attractive?

These issues along with some
additional questions were
discussed and the group came up
with some suggestions and items
of concern.

Bayfront Beach was closed for 70
days in 2001 despite low amounts
of rainfall and the protective action
of combined sewer overflow
tanks. The cause of the closures
was high numbers of E.Coli

bacteria in the water. Beaches are
closed if the level of E.Coli bacteria
is above the guideline of 100 per
100 ml, at which point a bather
has a 1.5% chance of developing
an infection. Bayfront Park and
Pier 4 Park are the two main
beaches that are monitored by the
Public Health Department of
Hamilton. A lot of the contaminants
in the harbour come from the influx
of sewage from the four sewage
treatment plants in Hamilton,
Burlington, Dundas and
Waterdown that discharge into the
harbour. Wildlife is another source
of bacterial contamination in the
bay. The highest concentrations
of bacteria are at the shoreline and
on the beaches. The Public Health
Department operates a "safe
water hotline" at (905) 546-2189
and a website. BARC could add
a link to their web page.

The blue-green algae bloom last
year was the

Peter Burns and Ray Langer of the
Hamilton Bay Sailing Club

worst that it has
ever been in the
harbour. High
nutrient and
fertilizer levels
in the water, a
high average air
temperature,
and sunlight
conditions all
contributed to
conditions
favourable to

the growth of blue-green algae.
Zebra mussels, which feed on
almost everything except blue-
green algae, give it an advantage
for survival. The biggest problem
with blue-green algae is the
microcystin toxin it can release.
When the algae congregates near
shorelines under windy conditions,
it makes the beaches unfavorable
for swimming and for allowing
dogs to drink the water. In order to
decrease the number of blue-
green algae, the nutrient levels in
the bay must decrease. The algae
will settle in the sediment over the
winter and will return next
summer, but it is difficult to predict
the extent of next year’s bloom.
Blue-green algae is not a problem
unique to Hamilton but
investigations are underway to see
what can be done in our
community.

As the water quality in the bay has
improved, the amount of aquatic
vegetation has increased,
especially near the shorelines.
This is a positive change for
habitat, but can be hazardous for
boaters navigating in and out of
marinas. A marina stakeholder
group has been formed to tackle
this issue and determine how
much management is necessary
and what form of plant elimination
is best. This summer a

... continued on next page




Session C: Impacts on Recreation (cont'd from previous page)

combination of mechanical
harvesting and herbicides will be
used to decrease the risk to
boaters. These methods will then
be evaluated to determine what is
best for future years.

Now that water quality and control
is improving, what proactive
programs are being developed to
entice people to the harbour? The
City of Hamilton is working with
the department of communication
to promote local and eco-tourism.
Hamilton Waterfront Trust is
anticipating an extension of the
Harbour Trail from Pier 4 - 8 as
well as connection of the Hamilton
and Burlington trails.

To continue the positive
development of the waterfront, the
following suggestions were put
forward: more public restrooms;
restaurants; bike and in-line skate
rental; long-term housing projects;
more ramps into the harbour to
make it more accessible to small
boats; and the need for a master
plan for the harbourfront.
Concerns raised included: that
more needs to be done to make

beaches more accessible to low
income families this summer; that
bacteria and blue-green algae
levels and aquatic weeds are
negatively affecting recreation in

the harbour; that more emphasis
is needed on education of the
public including guided walks and
more detailed pictures to explain
the harbour’s progress.

THANKS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

for this event.

-

distribute this report.

Photos by Brian Baxter.

BARC appreciates everyone’s contribution to the
success of the workshop: participants, facilitators,
resource people, note takers, committee members
and volunteers. We are also grateful to
Environment Canada for providing the CCIW facility

Friends of the
—, Environment
Foundation

The purpose of the TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation Community Fund is to provide funding
support for worthwhile community-based initiatives
that make a positive difference. BARC is grateful to
the Burlington Chapter for supporting our “State of
the Bay” workshop by providing the funds to

Report compiled by Naomi Smith.

Bringing Back The Bay

April 2002

(BARC).

Bringing Back The Bayis the newsletter of the Bay Area Restoration Council
BARC is a confederation of community stakeholders devoted tq
revitalizing Hamilton Harbour and its watershed. Articles in this newsletter

reflect the views of the individual contributors.

The funds for this newsletter have been provided by Environment Canada.
Editor: Jason Thorne

Printed on 100% recycled post-consumer paper with vegetable oil-based ir}

BARC Office

B130F, Life Sciences Building
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario
L8S 4K1
Tel: (905) 527-7111
Fax: (905) 522-6066
E-mail: barc@mcmaster.ca
Att: Marilyn Baxter, Manager
website: www.on.ec.gc.ca/glimr/barc
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Earth Day Tree Planting
at Bayfront Park

Saturday, April 20, 2002
11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rain or shine

Fun for the whole family! Celebrate Earth Day
by planting trees at Bayfront Park. Bring your
gloves and a shovel. Entertainment includes
wagon rides, face painting and more from noon
until 2:00 pm. Contact BARC at (905) 527-7111
for more information.

BARC and the Royal Botanical Gardens will be

Spring Volunteer
Plantings

Various Saturday mornings in
May and June at
Cootes Paradise Marsh

coordinating planting events

this spring. Call BARC \
at (905) 527-7111

/
for more information. P~
P-4

R

Stay tuned for information about BARC's next meeting ...

Membership Application Form
New Applications Only

NBIMIE <.
A [0S
CitY o Postal Code.......cccceuvvuennne.
Phone......cccoevvvsvcccisne 0= ) G
e 107 | P

| am applying as arepresentative of an organization....... d
Name Of OrganiZation ............ceriereireseneerneeeee s
| am applying asaprivate Citizen ........c.cccoveevvevecereresceennnn. d

Please register meas a:
Member (VOtING) ......cocvevreereeneereereenenenn. $2500 O
Associate Member (non-voting)......... $2000 O
Student / Other Member (voting)........ $1000 O

| would like to join & COMMILEE ........ccvveverierereereerrecireiennes d
How did you learn about BARC? ......c.covevevveerereeeene

Donations
Donations
$25.00........... )
$100.00.......... )
other............. O B,

Y our donation will support BARC's Public Awareness

and Educational programs. Receipts for donations and

membership fees areissued for Income Tax purposes.
Charitable Registration Number 892936584

MEMBERSHIPDUES = $......ccccovcvveninins plus
DONATIONS P equals
TOTAL P

Y our membership includes a subscription to this
quarterly newsletter. An electronic version of this
newsletter is available on our web page at:

www.on.ec.gc.ca/glimr/barc

Cheques should be made payabl e to:
Bay Area Restoration Council
and mailed with completed form to:
Room B130F, Life Sciences Building
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4K1
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From The RAP Forum

Last Chance to Make Changes

By John D. Hall, MCIP, RPP, RAP Coordinator

sued by Anne Redish, Chair of the RAP Forum.

As the Forum begins the task of reviewing the
draft Update of the Hamilton Harbour Remedid Action
Plan Stage 2 Report, Anne reminds the Forum, “thisis
the document that brings together the work of the Task
Groups and will provide the direction for the next ten (or
more) years'.

I adt chance to make changes” isthe warning is-

Forum members in attendance at the February 28"
meseting are taking on thistask with enthusasm. Thefirg
question asked set the tone. “The RAPlogo - can it be
changed to include some fish and perhaps some trees?’
While it was decided not to change the logo (tradition!),
it is obvious that people now ask how quickly can we
get things done, not can we redly accomplish al this.
This must be very gratifying to those that have invested
s0 much time and energy in this process over the years.

Updated Stage 2 Report

The Updated Stage 2 Report is being revised in sections
following as closdy as possible the form and format of
the origind Stage 2 Report. Thefirgt three chapters were
reviewed and editing recommendations were provided
by Forum members. Others wishing to provide
comments should contact John Hal or Kristin O’ Connor
at the RAP office as soon as possible with any
comments.

The work of the Task Groups form the basis for the
following chapters of the Updated Stage 2 Report:
IV Progress on Implementation Actions
V  Updated Remedid Action Recommendations
VI Attanability of Reaching Delisting Objectives
VIl Codsts for Implementation Actions — preiminary
IX  Surveillance, Monitoring, and Research and
Devel opmenrt

In preparation for writing these chapters, the Forum
reviewed areport from the RAP Coordinator identifying

It is anticipated that the
draft Updated Stage 2
Report will be ready to
be presented to the
general public in
September and October.

numerous editing changes required in the various
recommendations provided by the Task Groups. In some
cases, the RAP Forum had approved more than one Task
Group' swording for the same recommendation. In other
casss the tasks and timdlines identified for implementation
needed to be clarified. Tasks are now identified for each

... continued on last page




Just Ask Anyone!

The following is the text of the speech given
by John Hall, Hamilton Harbour, RAP Coordinator at the
March 2, 2002 Bay Area Restoration Council workshop.

sk anyone in Hamilton, Canada or the World.
A Chances arg, if they have heard of our harbour,

they have an image of Hamilton. What is that
image? “A nagty polluted environment.”

| live in Waterdown, but now, due to amalgamation, I’'m
a proud Hamiltonian. | mean it! | would be happy to
put a bumper sticker on my car “Hamilton and Proud of
It". Before the Mayor gets too buoyed up, | reserve
the right not to be proud of everything Hamilton does. |
digress.

When | travd, as| did this past summer to our west coast
(I'm referring to Vancouver Idand not Cootes Paradise)
people always ask “So where are you from” (ek?).

“Hamilton” | say, putting on a big amile.

Following a very pregnant pause, | ask, “so what do you
think of Hamilton”?

Ancther long pause, “Well, that's where Sheila Copps
is from, isn't it?’

“Yes Yes... wedl know ShellaCopps, but what isyour
impresson of Hamilton?"

My new acquaintance, now obviously in some
discomfort, tries to change the subject. “So, John what
do you do for aliving?’

“I work on the Harbour!” | respond with obvious pride,
“Hamilton Harbour”.

Their body language and dtartled expresson sart to tell
the story. “It'sterribly polluted. Isn't it?’

“Yes', | reply, “but its condition is not what you might
think.” And | continue by telling them the changes, the
good, the bad and our progress to date.

You know, it's the same story when | wak around the
Bay and talk to people.

Image -—- When Will That Image Change?

Our Remedid Action Plan (RAP) sets interim and find
water qudity targets. Our interim targets are to be met
by 2003. The proposed update to the RAP Stage 2
Report recommends tightening the water quality
assessment protocols. | anticipate we will meet our
interim deadline for many of our parameters while others
may be somewhat delayed. Our fina water quality
targets are to be met by 2015. Again | am optimistic
we can accomplish most of our targets by 2015.

Mayor Wade and Council are to be congratulated for
meaking the “right decison” to increase water and sewer
rates and to continue the increase until the true cost of
upgrading and sustaining water and sewer infrastructure
isprovided. The RAP Office and Bay Area Restoration
Council are working with the municipdities and loca
Members of Parliament to explore funding programs to
advance the pace of water quality upgrades.

Aswith indugtry, those that stay technologicaly advanced
and maintain their infrastructure are the businesses that
atract investment. It isno different for acity. Burlington
and Halton with their investment in upgrades to the
Skyway Wadte Water Treatment Plant and Hamilton's
investment in Combined Sewer Overflow tanks have

... continued on next page




Just Ask Anyone!

(cont'd from previous page]’

shown that measurable improvements can be made to
Harbour water quality.

It is a roller-coaster ride ...

Public access, and fish and wildlife habitat initiatives have
moved ahead of our water quality and sediment
remediation programs. But that's a good thing. People
and animals are our clients. This Remedia Action Plan
isin place to serve their needs.

The beautiful trail and parks opened at the west end of
the Harbour draw people to the waterfront, but beach
closngs and last summer’s blue-green adgae bloom mar
our enjoyment.

If we continue our course and
tell our story, people will know
Hamilton as a renewed place.

Think of where we have come from. Ten years ago we
wouldn’t even congder swimming in the Harbour and
there were no beaches. Now the Harbour is clean
enough to swvimin. E. coli counts are usudly low in the
open water of the Harbour through the course of the
summer. Preliminary results from a study of beach
pollution may point to high bacteria levels from geese,
swans and gulls attracted by “loving people’ hand feeding
these birds.

Ten years ago we had few aguetic plants, now aquetic
plants have returned in abundance, a benefit to fish and
wildlife, a serious problem for some of our marinas.
Productivity of some agae in the harbour, possibly
suppressed in the past, now may be manifest as blue-
green and filamentous dgae. These agae forms can be
obnoxious and potentialy dangerous.

The Cootes Paradise Marsh, subject to heavy nutrient
loadings was relegated to a muddy mess by the actions
of tens of thousands of roaming carp. 1n 1997 the carp
barrier and fishway changed that environment. Life re-
turned to the marsh but with it was reveded the full ex-
tent of other factors affecting marsh retoration. A roller-
coaster ride indeed! When conditions are right, (cool
soring and high water levels) pollution is diluted, the water
clears and plants grow in abundance. Hot weather, low
water levels and the effects of high nutrient conditions
overwhem plant life in the marsh. The water qudity
targets for the Cootes Paradise Marsh will be revisited
this year in order to better define the conditions required
to continue the ongoing restoration. On this part of the
roller-coagter ride we have learned that the marsh will
recover if we create the conditions that alow its recov-
ery. Those conditions are tied to the City of Hamilton's
Combined Sewer Overflow Program, operation of the
Dundas Waste Water Trestment Plant and water quality
in the Spencer, Chedoke and Borers Creeks.

Let’s make them say WOW!

| have described our journey as a roller-coaster ride.
Where does that ride end and what does it mean to our
community? If this community’s image, as | suggested
a the outset, is tied to the qudity of our environment,
then that image will not change until the world looks a
Hamilton and says ... 'WOW"" Look at who they were
and what they have become. Until we achieve our goa
of a hedlthy restored Harbour, our image will be hard to
change.

We are a community in trangtion. Our environment is
enormoudy improved from where we sarted. If we
continue our course and tell our story, people will know
Hamilton as a renewed place. So | will end where |
sarted. Proud to be from Hamilton! Proud to be part
of this Remedid Action Plan! Let's make them say
wow! O




Last Chance to Make Changes

(cont'd from front page)

recommendation under the headings. short term, long
term and ongoing.

Hamilton Harbour Delisting Objectives

The Forum aso began the task of reviewing changes to
the Hamilton Harbour Ddliging Objectives. The Ddlisting
Objectives are the criteria that must be met before
Hamilton Harbour may have the designation “Area of

Concern” removed. Changes were gpproved for severa
fisheries objectives to better reflect current science. The
Research and Monitoring Task Group is leading this
exercise and will report to the June Forum meeting with
respect to objectives for benthic and dredging conditions.

Next Steps

It is anticipated that the draft Updated Stage 2 Report
will be ready to be presented to the

City of Burlington's stream bank restoration on
Lower Grindstone Creek at Hidden Valley.

general public in September and
October.

Public consultation will be coordinated
jointly by the RAP Office and BARC.
It will coincide with initiatives of BARC
to heighten public awareness of the
Remedid Action Plan.

The meeting of the Forum concluded
with Anne Redish reminding members
that the June 13, 2002 meeting will
require a substantial effort to complete
the review of Chapters IV through VII
and IX. She asked members to be
prepared to participate in a follow-up
meeting on June 20 if required. O

RAP Office Update
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RAP Office

RAP Office Update is the newsletter of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action
Plan (RAP) Office which coordinates implementation of the measures identified
to restore and protect the Hamilton Harbour Watershed ecosystem. The RAP
Office tracks and reports on progress, manages issues which, if left alone, could
impede progress, and supports continued public involvement and communication.
Articles in this newsletter may reflect the opinions of individual contributors.
The funds for this newsletter have been provided by Environment Canada.

Editor: Jason Thorne
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