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CONGRATULATIONS HAMILTON!
Largest Earth Day planting ever!

By Marilyn Baxter

Classroom Mini Marsh Program  .....  Cootes Paradise Planting ... BARC President's

10th Anniversary Message ... Dates To Remember .....  plus RAP Office UpdateInside

e did it! Hamilton had the largest ever number
of volunteers participate for an Earth Day
planting, according to an Earth Day

Canada representative.

There were about 500 people at Bayfront Park
to plant hundreds of native trees, bushes and
perennials on Sunday, April 22.  The weather
cooperated and the sponsorship of the event
was a team effort.  Sunoco, The City of
Hamilton, Earth Day Hamilton and BARC
worked together to provide the plants, promotion,
supervision and volunteer registration.  A
festival atmosphere was created by free coffee
and treats from Starbucks, horse drawn wagon



On July 24, 1875 an unidentified reporter for The
Spectator put together the following account of a
typical summer evening’s activity on the bay.

“There is not a more beauteous sheet of water on the
continent than Burlington Bay at
sunset.

“Calm and beautiful; clothed with lazy
snails and surrounded by rich and hazy
hills, it presents a scene which, to the
lovers of the beautiful, is unexcelled.
Every evening scores of row boats
and yachts cleave its dimpled surface
loaded with pleasure seekers drinking
in the beauty of the ever-changing
scene. Go where you will, there is
ever something to command the
attention of the spectator.

HAMILTON HARBOUR IN 1875
“And this goes on all summer through.  Oh! If that lake
had a tongue, what a tale it could unfold?  How many times
has the old, old story been told on these waters, and how
many times will it be told again as the years roll on, and
season follows season?”
(Courtesy of J. Brian Henley, Special Collections, Hamilton Public Library)
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From The Hamilton Spectator Special Collections, 1875



NEWS
BRIEFS

... continued on next page

MCMASTER WINS

BARC AWARD

McMaster University’s efforts to
“Bring Back the Bay” were
recognized as they were chosen to
receive BARC’s Annual
Implementation Award.  Over the
years, McMaster has contributed
immensely to the clean-up of
Hamilton Harbour as well as to
BARC itself.  In 1993, McMaster
initiated a three year Eco-
Research Program for Hamilton
Harbour.  The “Ecowise” project
studied economic and social
activities in relation to the natural
environment.  McMaster has
representation on the BARC
Board, and various harbour-related
committees.  McMaster also
contributes directly to BARC by
providing office and resource
library space in the Life Sciences
Building on campus.

BARC RECOGNITION AWARDS

Lyall Rudderham and John
DeZoete of the Royal Botanical
Gardens are recipients of BARC
Recognition Awards for their
contributions to Project Paradise.
Lyall has managed the aquatic
plant nursery since its inception in
1993.  John’s focus is on the

nce again, small groups of volunteers were keen to make a significant
contribution to the marsh restoration efforts lead by the Royal Botanical
Gardens.  On three Saturday mornings this Spring, 10-16 people planted

various species at the Grindstone Creek elbow, Hickory Valley and Princess
Point. Here’s what Chris Vander Hout, one of the volunteers, had to say about
his experience on May 12:

"Being able to volunteer means a lot to me. Instead
of complaining about the poor condition of our
environment, we get a chance to get out and make
a difference. It is truly a positive experience to be
real stewards and help rejuvenate our natural
environment, while working alongside such
wonderful people who also care."

To learn more about future tree planting projects and how you can get involved,
contact the BARC office.  r

VOLUNTEER MARSH PLANTING AT

COOTES PARADISE
By Marilyn Baxter

O

'Planting the Elbow' behind the Christmas
tree exclosure on Grindstone Creek

(left to right, back row Wayne Cliffe, Kristin O'Connor, Ernie Dunston, Chris
Vander Hout, Dave Fellowes, and Jocelyn Neysmith; front row Richard Kolesar,

Mark Morreale, and Lyall Rudderham)

Photo Credit: M. Baxter



xcitement is growing in
classes all over the area.
Children are rushing into

school on Monday mornings, crayons
being put to manila paper in hopes of
catching any changes in the
classrooms’ "mini" ecosystem.  Snails
are making slow escapes onto veneer

table tops and students bide their time
until they can grab the snail between
their forefinger and thumb and quickly
plunge "Swirly" back into the "marsh."

Now in its second year, BARC’s
Classroom Mini Marsh program had
an increase of 40% in school partici-
pation, for a total of 230 classrooms
in Hamilton, Burlington and surround-
ing areas.  Distributed to the schools
in April, the children get the opportu-
nity to plant the marsh and watch it
grow and change up until June. Each
teacher receives a “Mini Marsh Kit”
which includes an instruction manual,
plastic container, pea gravel, 5 differ-
ent marsh plant varieties and a snail.

The motivation behind the program is
to raise the profile of the Cootes
Paradise Marsh and Hamilton
Harbour restoration efforts.  Bringing
the marsh to the children gives them
a chance to watch and understand the

CLASSROOM MINI MARSH PROGRAM
By Sacha Jackson
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Cootes Paradise Fishway.

Stacy Cherwaty, previously the
BARC Intern, was also
acknowledged for her hard work
as last year's Special Projects Co-
ordinator. Stacy’s accomplishments
included the editing of the Toward
Safe Harbours report and
organizing the volunteer waterfront
trail plantings.  Craig McGinlay
was also recognized for his
dedication and efforts as a BARC
Director for the past four years.

Congratulations to all of the
recipients!

2000 TOWARD SAFE HARBOURS

REPORT RELEASED

The BARC Monitoring Committee
has released its 7th annual
progress report on the
implementation of the Hamilton
Harbour Remedial Action Plan
(RAP).   This year’s Report
focused on “non-point source
pollution” such as rain runoff from
urban and industrial areas,
agricultural lands and construction
sites.  Thirty-three stakeholders
from industry, government and the
community contributed information
to the report about their efforts to
achieve the goals of the RAP.

way marshes are created and gives
them first hand experience in the
development of the marsh ecosystem.
A student from Mrs. Bowler’s grade
five class wrote, “Thanks for giving us
the Mini Marsh. It looks kinda funny
right now. I think it will look a lot
better when it grows.”

Most students seem especially
appreciative of the effort that went
into making this a worthwhile
classroom program. One grade five
student wrote, “I am very happy to
have our own school marsh. I have
never grown/made my own before.
Because of you I am able to
experience our own marsh grow!”

The Classroom Mini Marsh is a joint
program between BARC and the
Royal Botanical Gardens.  This year
a generous donation was received
from the Friends of the Environment
Foundation Dundas Chapter for
program supplies.  r

E

“Thanks for giving us the Mini
Marsh. It looks kinda funny
right now. I think it will look
a lot better when it grows.”

- grade 5 student
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The report is available on the
BARC web site.

THANK YOU TRILLIUM!

BARC has a vision for a vibrant,
healthy, accessible, multi-use
Harbour. The BayLinks
Communications Strategy was
developed to take that message to
the community.  The Trillium
Foundation of Ontario will fund the
initiative over the next two years.
The September issue of this
newsletter will describe the
BayLinks implementation plan.

BARC OFFICE IS GROWING...

BARC is pleased to welcome
three fresh faces to the
organization: Naomi Smith, Sacha
Jackson and Justin Pierre.  Naomi,
a recent McMaster graduate, has
joined us this year through the
federal government YES
Internship program. Her focus is
getting new projects off the
ground, building a media contact
database, and working with several

ROAD SALT CONSIDERED FOR

FEDERAL TOXIC DESIGNATION
By Jason Thorne, RiverSides Stewardship Alliance

n August 2000, Environment
Canada and Health Canada re-
leased their Priority Substances

List Assessment Report on Road Salt.
The report proposes that road salts
(Calcium Chloride, Magnesium Chlo-
ride, Sodium Chloride, Potassium
Chloride and the anti-clumping agent
ferrocyanide salt) be classified as
"toxic substances" under Section 64 of
the Canadian Environmental Protec-
tion Act (CEPA).  The Ministers of
Environment and Health will decide
this summer whether to accept this
proposal.  If they do, road salt will join
dioxins, furans, and other toxic sub-
stances regulated under CEPA.  The
federal government will have two
years to identify management options
for road salt and then a further 18
months to implement them.

Road Salt Use in Canada

Total road salt loadings in Canada for
the 1997-1998 winter were 5 million
metric tonnes.  Ontario used the most
at just under 2 million tonnes, and
southern Ontario was identified as a
priority area for reductions in the
Environment Canada report.  The
highest municipal user in Canada is
Toronto at 130,000 metric tonnes.

Environmental Impacts

Runoff of meltwater from roadways
and releases from storage yards and
transfer stations have resulted in high

concentrations of chloride in surface
water, with concentrations greater
than 1000 mg/L being reported in
many cases.  The Environment
Canada report indicates that an
exposure concentration of 1000 mg/L
for 1 week is lethal to rainbow trout
and 10% of aquatic species will be
adversely affected by prolonged
exposure to chloride concentrations
greater than 220 mg/L.  High
concentrations of chloride in lakes can
also increase the presence of metals
in the waters and prevent the
distribution of oxygen and nutrients.

Some of the other environmental
impacts of road salt described in the
report include:

• damage to vegetation
approximately 50 meters from
roadways treated with road salts;

• reductions in plant cover and/or
shifts in plant populations
affecting wildlife habitat; and

• poisoning of birds when they
ingest snow to relieve their thirst.

Other Impacts

The guidelines for chlorides in drinking
water is 250 mg/L.  Although higher
levels are not necessarily harmful to
human health, they do lead to
disagreeable taste.  Several
groundwater sources in Ontario now,
or soon will, exceed this level.

I

... continued on last page
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committees. Sacha and Justin will
be joining the team for the next 12
weeks through the Summer Career
Placement program.  Justin will be
splitting his time between BARC
and W.A.T.E.R. programs.

RIDE THE DOUBLE

DECKER BUS

See Burlington and Hamilton from
a different level! Hop on, hop off
at various sites.  View the bay
from new heights on this two-hour
bus tour around Hamilton Harbour
(June and July only). Call (905)
643-6568 or the BARC office for
more information.

W.A.T.E.R.

The  most recent Watershed
Action Towards Environmental
Responsibility (W.A.T.E.R.)
program students presented their
results to the Friends of Red Hill
Valley meeting on May 31.  The
students tested the Red Hill Creek
water quality above and below two
outfalls and determined that there
is contamination at these two
locations.  It is now up to the
community to use this information
and ask further questions about the
significance of the results. The

ARC is 10 years old this July.
It has been an interesting
decade, one that started with

the fear that the senior levels of
government might never find time to
sign off and commit to the RAP and
one that ends with a revised RAP
ready for approvals again.  BARC
has remained the constant champion
of the Harbour cleanup and the
primary vehicle for public involvement
in these tasks.

It might be useful to draw some broad
conclusions about what we have
done, not done and could do better.  It
is a good birthday to take stock.

First, we have become the envy of the
other 43 Areas of Concern across the
Great Lakes by our massive public
support.  While we have roughly 240
stakeholder and individual members,
we also point to some well known
public efforts such as:

• 500+ people involved in tree and
shrub planting on the Waterfront
Trail this Spring and last Fall.

• 200 classrooms from 4 school
boards participating in our Mini
Marsh project.

• 3000+ landowners participating in
the Watershed Stewardship
Program in which we partner the
two Conservation Authorities in
our watershed.

The list is longer. Politicians, public

BARC'S 10TH ANNIVERSARY

servants and business people know we
can get things done on a large scale.

Second, we have worked with BAIT
agencies and especially its Fish and
Wildlife Committees to re-establish
fish and bird habitats in Cootes
Paradise, in the western harbour, and
on the new islands in the north and
eastly harbour waters.  The 1998
Status Report on RAP progress, put
together by former Coordinator Louise
Knox, notes that this is the major
success of the cleanup so far.  It
complements our joint successes in
meeting access and open shoreline
goals.

Third, we have pressed our cases for
cleanup with public and private bodies
sometimes with success and
sometimes not.  We’ve been
persuasive with others in improving
sewage treatment in Burlington and
installing combined sewage overflow
tanks in Hamilton.  On the other hand,
water quality improvements in the
Harbour have stalled since 1993.  The
primary culprit is the Woodward
Sewage Treatment Plant and we
continue our efforts to persuade the
new City of Hamilton to commit to its
massive public investment proposals
for sewage treatment costing over
$500million.  BARC members are
asked to remind the Mayor and

Dear friends:

B

By Mark Sproule-Jones, President

... continued on next page
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students' report will be available on
BARC’s web site.  This program
receives funding from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation, support from
McMaster University and BARC,
and is supervised by Dr. George
Sorger.

AND THE AWARD GOES  TO ...

The 2000 Environmentalist of the
Year is Brian McHattie, for 15
years of tireless effort defending
local green spaces and Hamilton
Harbour.  As well, an Award of

Councillors of their electoral
commitments to the proposals made
last November.

Fourth, we have spent 8 fruitless years
participating in Environment Canada
led committees for the clean-up of
Randle Reef.  Our friends in the
Conservation Branch of the
Department have locked themselves
into a “catch 22” position.  They
decided that they did not want to use
Great Lakes Cleanup funds without 3
partners, the Province, the Port and
Stelco.  The Province and the Port
agree to be partners.  Stelco agrees
too, provided the sediments are burned
in its sintering plant.  Branch officials
do not like that option because of air
pollution fears.  Thus it no longer has

BARC'S 10TH ANNIVERSARY

(CONT'D FROM  PEVIOUS PAGE)

four partners.  We need a fresh start
without prior bureaucratic  rules on
how our taxes are to be spent.  Our
politicians are “on-side”.

The next decade will provide major
challenges.  We look forward to an
expansion of the Waterfront Trail, to
the west harbour as a recreational
destination area with its newly built
Parks Canada Discovery Centre, to
continued revival of wetlands and
marshes in Cootes and the east
Harbour,  and also to a vibrant and
successful new Port working in
partnership with other friendly users
of the Harbour.

Have a happy and safe Summer!  r

BARC Directors Returning ...

Janette Brenner
Watershed Engineer Technologist, BAWC Co-chair

Joe Minor
Friends of the Red Hill Valley Chair, BAWC Co-chair

Jo-Anne Rzadki
Hamilton Halton Watershed Stewardship Program

Mark Sproule-Jones
V.K Copps Professor at McMaster University

Roland Weiler
Retired Oceanographer, BARC Monitoring Committee Chair

David Butler
Royal Botanical Gardens, Chair Public Awareness Committee

William Stafford
Columbian Chemicals Canada Ltd.

Jim Thoms
Retired Public Servant, Education Committee Chair

Welcome to Our New
BARC Director...

Linda Axford is BARC’S newest Director and current
member of the Access & Watershed Committee.  Not
only does she serve on BAWC but Linda has also
had experience with other community organizations
in and around the area including the Central Area
Plan Implementation Committee. Currently a
University Planner at McMaster University her
knowledge of planning and enthusiasm will contribute
to BARC’s efforts to encourage the clean-up of
Hamilton Harbour.

And A Special Thank You to

Craig McGinlay
an outgoing director who served

four years on the board.

... continued on next page
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Merit was received by the City of
Hamilton’s former Parks
Development Division staff for
their exceptional creativity and
responsiveness to the community
and ecosystem when creating
Hamilton’s wonderful parks.

CONSERVATION HALTON

REPORT CARD

Conservation Halton has released
their first Report Card which
grades  their progress to date. The
Report Card consisted mostly of
B’s but did include one “A” for
promoting land stewardship and
one “C” for its performance in
acquiring new natural lands.
Although  the report was self-
grading, they stressed that they
tried to be objective and that the
report is a reasonable snapshot of
where they are and where they
need to go.  r

The economic impacts of road salt use
are of particular concern for many
municipalities.  The United States
Environmental Protection Agency
estimates the annual cost of salt-
related damage to roads, vehicles,
bridges and vegetation is 15 times the
already significant cost of purchasing
and applying the road salts.

Reducing Road Salt Use:
The Municipal Low-Salt Diet

The Municipal Low-Salt Diet is a
campaign of RiverSides Stewardship
Alliance, a Toronto-based environ-
mental group.  RiverSides is working
with local municipalities and the fed-
eral government to develop programs
towards road salt reductions at the
municipal level.  To do this will require
a combination of approaches including:

• more efficient application of road
salts using computerized trucks,
driver training, and Road Weather
Information Systems to more
accurately time road salt
applications;

• better storage practices utilizing

sheltered storage facilities with
stormwater treatment and control;

• management practices to reduce
losses during transfers;

• management of equipment
washwater to minimize releases;

• locating snow dumps away from
rivers and groundwater recharge
areas, and collecting and treating
snow dump runoff;

• use of environmentally friendly
road salt alternatives, such as
calcium magnesium acetate, in
sensitive areas;

• education of homeowners and
business owners about the impacts
of road salt;

• policy changes such as moving
away from bare pavement policies
for secondary roads;

• lower speed limits on highways
immediately following snow
storms; and

• renewed emphasis on plowing.

For more information about this issue
visit www.H2infO.org  or call
RiverSides at (416) 392-1983.  r

ROAD SALT CONSIDERED FOR TOXIC DESIGNATION

(CONT'D FROM PAGE 5)
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From The RAP OfficeFrom The RAP Office
By John D. Hall, MCIP, RPP, RAP Coordinator

Why continue to study the Harbour?  Get on
with the work of the RAP!  The frustration
of this question has echoed through the minds

of many involved with the implementing of remedial
measures.

What do we study and why?  How do our studies bring
us closer to our goal of delisting
the Harbour as an “Area of
Concern”?  The simple answer is
we need a road map.  (As I use
this common analogy, it is striking
how the car possesses our way of
thinking.  Lets pretend we are on
a bus or better yet a train). We
need to know where we are and
gauge our progress.

The field season for research is upon us.  Here is a short
synopsis of some of the studies underway in the Harbour
this summer.

Cootes Paradise

In Cootes Paradise, the Royal Botanical Gardens are
busy at the fishway, counting species as they move in and
out of the marsh.  Electrofishing transects collected in the
same locations using the same methods year after year
help to complete the picture of the fish community and

allow researchers to identify trends that are developing
over time.

We know that a marsh is a nursery for young fish, so
not only is species composition measured, but also size
counts.  Juvenile fish must be robust enough to survive
over winter if they are to complete their first year of life.

Measurements in the marsh show
that this is occurring.

Plants have also been measured
along transects over the past few
years.  Now maps of plant
communities can be created on an
annual basis using geographic
positioning systems.

Water quality is measured at long
established sampling points and this long-term work is
supplemented by studies focusing on specific locations
in the marsh with specific issues to be examined.

Most of this Cootes Paradise research is reported in a
brief format at a winter workshop where information is
shared and recommendations for future restoration works
are examined.  Other research initiatives, particularly
those carried out by the National Water Research Institute

The field season for
research is upon us. This
article provides a short
synopsis of some of the
studies underway in the
Harbour this summer.



DE-LISTING U.S. AREAS OF CONCERN

Draft guidelines for delisting U.S. Areas of Concern have
been released for public review and comment. The draft
document, entitled Restoring United States Areas of
Concern: Delisting Principles and Guidance , is
available online at www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/
restore.html.  The document was prepared by a
workgroup of Remedial Action Plan (RAP) program
managers from federal and state agencies.

CANADA SIGNS AND
RATIFIES POPs TREATY

On May 23, after a three year effort, over 115 countries
from around the world, including Canada, signed the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs). Canada is also the first country to ratify the
Convention.  The Convention targets POPs, which
persist in the environment for long periods of time,
bioaccumulate up the food chain, travel long distances
from their sources and may interfere with normal
development in human and wildlife populations. Canadian
environmental groups applauded the leadership
demonstrated by Canada as the first country to ratify the
Convention. Canada's leadership was also evident
throughout the POPs negotiations through its firm
commitment to financial assistance for developing
countries and its contribution to science on POPs.

The Convention outlines a goal of elimination of POPs,
sets out a process to add new POPs to the global ban,
supports the need for destruction of POPs waste and
stockpiles and establishes a financial and technical
assistance mechanism for developing countries that will
facilitate implementation of the Convention.  Notably, this
is the first Convention to give a significant role to the
precautionary principle.

News From Around The Great LakesNews From Around The Great Lakes
By Jason Thorne

The Convention will enter into force when 50 countries
have ratified it, a process that could take three or four
years. For more information visit the International POPs
Elimination Network, a global network of public interest
non-governmental organizations, at www.ipen.org.

THE ECO-PALS GREAT LAKES
WATERSHED PROGRAM

The ECO-PALS program is a pen-pal program with an
environmental theme.  It is available to elementary and
junior high schools in all areas of the Great Lakes
Watershed on both sides of the border.  Each class
exchanges information about their local community and
ecosystem with their assigned pals.  For more information
contact The Green Group at (416) 487-4767 or visit
www.green-group.com.

WHY ONTARIO NEEDS A
SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT

The Concerned Walkerton Citizens (CWC) and the
Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) have
released a new report as part of the Walkerton Inquiry
entitled Tragedy on Tap: Why Ontario Needs a Safe
Drinking Water Act.  The report evaluates Ontario's
existing drinking water framework, examines regulatory
approaches in other jurisdictions, and provides 16
recommendations for legislative reform in the province.

The new Safe Drinking Water Act as proposed in the
report would guarantee a right to safe water, clarify the
roles of those involved in providing safe drinking water,
provide legal remedies for the public, and establish a
Drinking Water Commission.  The full report is available
at www.cela.ca/water/sdwapaper.htm.  r

Information for this page is from the H2infO list serv news.  For more
information or to subscribe visit www.H2infO.org.



From The RAP OfficeFrom The RAP Office
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or the Universities are published in journals or form part
of Masters or Ph.D. theses.  In addition, similar studies
are undertaken for the estuary of the Grindstone Creek.

Let's Move into the Harbour

The Ontario Ministry of Environment has several
programs to study water quality conditions both specific
to the Harbour and as part of the Great Lakes.  The data
sets generated by these studies are complemented by
work of Environment Canada’s National Water Research
Institute.  A supplement to this newsletter describes some
of this water sampling and the trends that are defined
over time.

Two studies are directly related.  Improved water quality
measured in Harbour studies can be linked to an
optimization process to improve effluent quality from the
Region of Halton’s Skyway Sewage Treatment Plant.
This season an optimization study is being carried out by
the City of Hamilton to improve effluent quality from the
Main Street (Waterdown) Waster Water Treatment Plant
discharging to the Grindstone Creek.  A second study
of the near shore water quality at the beaches at Bayfront
and Pier 4 Park will help to unravel why water quality
conditions at these two beaches has declined in the past
few years from such a promising start when the parks
first opened in the early 1990s.

Sediment Contamination

Sediment Contamination, well documented at Randle
Reef and a few other specific locations in the Harbour,

is not so clearly depicted in
other areas. A study this
summer carried out by the
National Water Research
Institute will focus on

mapping sediments and identifying contaminant levels
within the Strathearne Ship Channel, commonly called
the Windermere Arm.  This information will provide a
base line to compare future conditions and identify any
as yet unknown “hot spots”.

A study of the toxicity of bottom sediments to bottom
living bugs and worms will help to give a clearer picture
of Harbour sediment quality.  Similarly studies of water
currents help to determine where contaminants may have
come from or how they disperse through the Harbour.
Other scientists have included Hamilton Harbour as one
of their study areas in an investigation into the relationship
between sediment and blue-green algae, which under
certain conditions can produce lethal toxins.  The
Department of Fisheries and Oceans will begin a trend
monitoring study this summer to identify the uptake of
contaminants within the aquatic food web.

Fish and Plant Populations Studies

Every few years the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
chart the abundance of aquatic plants in the Harbour and
measure fish abundance and species composition along
a series of transects around the Harbour shoreline.  This
information tells restoration managers whether or not fish
habitat projects are changing the fish community and
where these changes may be occurring.  To date we
know that species diversity has increased at the fish and
wildlife habitat restoration project sites but little overall
change has been seen in the Harbour fish community in
general.

Monitoring of birds by the Canadian Wildlife Service, and
McMaster and Brock Universities show changes in the
composition of Colonial Nesting Bird Species.  Each year

... continued on next page
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this group meets to identify the need for ongoing
management of habitat and the need for controlling ring
billed gull populations.

Social Studies

Social scientists give us insight into human behaviour.  For
example, the feeding of ducks, geese and swans by
visitors to the Harbour has a significant impact on wildlife
species diversity.  Human feeding of wildlife appears to
be a direct result of increasing public access.  Do we
change this behaviour through education, regulations or
a combination of measures?

Water Quality

Some studies are very specific to water quality
improvements.  The City of Hamilton, for example, is
modelling the flow characteristics of the Combined Sewer
Overflow System in order to allow for the more detailed
design of individual holding tanks and, most importantly,
to determine the requirements for treatment placed on
the Woodward Waste Water Treatment Plant.  A related
study looks at innovative options for accommodating and
treating wet weather flows at the Woodward Plant.  Both
of these studies have, as their end points, the ability to
design a system that meets RAP water quality targets.

Watershed Studies

In the watershed our Conservation Authorities collect
water quality data each year at a series of sampling
stations.  Improvements to this data collection are
proposed for this year and additional groundwater
sampling points will be added.  The Hamilton Naturalists’
Club is engaged in a three-year study called “Nature
Counts”.  This is an update to previous studies that
comprise the database for defining Environmentally
Significant Areas in municipal Official Plans.

Concluding Remarks

The list of studies goes on!  When I am asked what are
the greatest strengths of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial
Action Plan, I identify on the one hand our strong
scientific community and on the other our dedicated
citizens as represented through the Bay Area Restoration
Council and other advocacy groups.  Any other RAP
can borrow from the example of our citizens but few
others are in a location that combine the scientific
resources of the Canada Centre of Inland Waters,
McMaster and surrounding universities and the Royal
Botanical Gardens.  When this summer comes to a close
our researchers gather their data and head indoors;
indoors to try and provide answers to direct this
Remedial Action Plan.  r
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