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BARC AWARDED $107,000 FROM
TRILLIUM FOUNDATION

he Ontario Trillium Foundation has awarded the
Bay Area Restoration Council a two-year $107,000
grant that will enable BARC to implement the

BayLinks Communication Strategy.  Through BayLinks,

BARC will promote its vision of a clean, healthy, and
accessible multi-use Harbour.  It is BARC’s goal to
encourage general public interest and support of the
Hamilton Harbour clean-up efforts as well as promote its
social and recreational uses.

The initial step of the BayLinks Communication Strategy
was to contract Jeffrey Martin and Ted Griffith of Quorum
Communications Inc. to work with us on this project. Jeff
and Ted together bring to BARC many years of public
relations, marketing and communications experience, not
to mention excitement and a strong vision about developing
and revitalizing BARC’s public image and identity.  We look
forward to having them work with us this upcoming year!

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an
agency of the Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and Recreation. With $100
million in annual funding from the
province’s charitable gaming
initiative, the foundation provides grants to eligible charitable
and not-for-profit organizations in the arts, culture, sports,
recreation, environment and social service sectors.  r
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GUIDED TOURS OF THE

HARBOUR WATERFRONT TRAIL,
PILOT PROJECT

June and July saw the
implementation of a pilot project
for interpretive tours of the
Hamilton Harbour Waterfront
Trail. This trial period was helpful
to create a script specific to the
trail and to have a better
understanding of public perception
of BARC and the restoration
being done in the Harbour. Naomi
Smith, BARC Intern, coordinated
this effort, and with the help of
volunteer guides these tours will be
implemented as part of the
BayLinks Communication Strategy
in the upcoming year.

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer tour guides are
needed for the guided walks of the
Waterfront Trail.  This could be
YOU!  Add your expertise,
experience and gifts to the tours!
We are looking to get a group of
volunteer guides to share the
commitment for weekly tours next
spring and summer.

Committee Members needed.
Join a BARC committee and
become directly involved in one of

BARC Directors
2001-2002

Jim Thoms, President
Janette Brenner, Vice-President
Bill Stafford, Treasurer
Linda Axford
Dave Butler
Brian McCarry
Joe Minor
Jo-Anne Rzadki
Mark Sproule-Jones
Roland Weiler

GARNERING POLITICAL
SUPPORT FOR HARBOUR CLEAN-UP

By Jim Thoms

n September 15, 2001 Anne
Redish chair, of the RAP
Forum; John Hall, RAP Co-

ordinator; Port Director Bob Edwards;
and I met with area Members of
Parliament, Members of the
Provincial Parliament and the Cities of
Burlington and Hamilton and Halton
Region. Our purpose for the meeting
was to bring them up to date on the
RAP and solicit their support for
continued advancements.

Anne provided an introduction to RAP
and the work of the RAP Forum while
John gave a thorough overview of the
status stressing the original RAP
interim and final objectives. Bob
Edwards emphasized the Port
Authority’s commitment to the RAP
while emphasizing the Port’s
contribution to Hamilton’s economy.
On behalf of BARC I told our guests
that we could see two major activities

that were essential to moving
Hamilton Harbour toward delisting and
which would need support, including
financial support, from senior levels of
government.

The first project was Randall Reef.
This project needs support for the
process to move to a resolution as well
as financial help with whichever
solution is adopted.

The second project, which is really a
suite of projects identified by Hamilton
staff to complete the CSO program
and upgrade the sewage treatment
facilities, is very expensive. With a
current estimate of $600,000,000, it
needs a Federal/Provincial
commitment with a guaranteed
duration if Hamilton Harbour is to be
delisted within the 15 years identified
as the RAP target. Without help from
these two levels of government, city

staff estimate that budget
restrictions will stretch the
completion date to as much as
thirty years.

By and large our messages
were well received and our
guests requested additional
information on spending and
achievements to date as well
as a desire to receive regular
updates. Our morning ended
with trip on the Port Authority
boat to see the site of Randall
Reef and the west harbour.  r
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several harbour issues: public
access, watershed protection or
public awareness.  It would be
great to have more people involved!
Meetings usually occur on a
monthly basis.

BARC INVOLVED IN NEP
AMENDMENT 71

BARC has been granted
participant status in the public
hearing into Amendment 71 to the
Niagara Escarpment Plan
(Escarpment Link – Parkway Belt
West Plan). If passed,
Amendment 71 will transfer land
currently designated in the
Parkway Belt West Plan as the
“Escarpment Link” into the
Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP).
BARC is in full favour of
Amendment 71 in order to protect
the environmentally sensitive areas
of the Escarpment, Cootes
Paradise and the Harbour
watershed.   Several landowners
oppose this Amendment and wish
to re-designate or remove their
land from the protection of the
Amendment 71 proposal for land
development. If you are interested
in following this process more
closely please contact the BARC
office.  The hearings will be held
in the new year.

BARC' 10th ANNIVESARY
CELEBRATION

RECOGNITION OF BARC's FOUNDING DIRECTORS
(left to right: Mark Sproule-Jones, Ken Hall, Anne Redish, and

Hugh Eisler, absent: Gil Simmons)

Mayor of Hamilton
Bob Wade

BARC's PAST PRESIDENTS
(left to right:Mark Sproule-Jones, Jim Thoms, Anne Redish, Ken
Hall, and Keith Rodgers, absent: Zoë Green and Lynda Lukasik)

Marilyn Baxter

“Congratulations on BARC’s first 10 years!”

“With 10 more years, let’s see Randall Reef
and the CSO tanks done!”

“Bit by bit we’re getting there. This far!
Who would have thought 10-12 years ago!”

“Sincere thanks to all BARC volunteers - you
have made BARC effective”

“Believe it can happen”

Marilyn Baxter

Marilyn Baxter
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REGULATING LAKE ONTARIO

WATER LEVELS

Since the early 1960s, Lake
Ontario water levels have been set
artificially high for the benefit of
the St. Lawrence Seaway. How
does the regulation of Lake
Ontario levels effect our
community, Cootes Paradise
marsh restoration, property
owners, marina users, or
international shipping?

The International Lake Ontario –
St. Lawrence River Study was set
in motion by the International Joint
Commission (IJC) to examine the
effects on all users, and to
determine if better regulation is
possible.

You may comment on the Study,
and the pros and cons of
regulation, at a public meeting on
November 8.  See the Dates To
Remember for more details.

WINDERMERE BASIN

Watch this column for the results
of the November 2001 planning
workshop for Windermere Basin.
This is good news for the
harbour's eastern entrance!  r

NATURE NURTURING
VOLUNTEER DAY

eptember 29th was a beautiful,
warm autumn day for some
nature nurturing down at the

Hamilton Harbour Waterfront Trail.

Twenty enthusiastic BARC volunteers
of all ages spent their Saturday
morning pruning, transplanting and
weeding.

The group worked hard moving
coneflowers from one side of the path
to the other to make room for shorter
vegetation so that a view of the
Harbour can still be seen from the

By Naomi Smith, BARC Intern

Trimming and transplanting down
on the Waterfront Trail.

path.  Lots of ragweed was pulled and
clover seed spread instead.

It’s not the first time volunteers have
been working down on the trail.  In
2000 when the trail opened, 600
BARC volunteers planted the 13,000
plants and shrubs that have grown so
well and last autumn a group was out
doing some nurturing as well.

We’ll be back next year with more
planting projects on the trail and in
Cootes Paradise – hope to see you
there! r

Naomi Smith
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DATES TO REMEMBER

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP

ON PESTICIDES

Saturday October 13, 2001
First Unitarian Church

170 Dundurn Street South

8:45 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Features information about health
effects and alternatives to pesticides,
pesticide types, current legislation,
what role the federal, provincial, and
municipal governments have in
registering and regulating pesticides
and more.  For more information call
(905) 648-3064.

www

IJC PUBLIC FORUM ON

GREAT LAKES - ST. LAWRENCE

WATER QUALITY

October 19 - 20, 2001

Delta Centre-Ville, Montréal

The IJC has rescheduled its Forum to
receive public input for the drafting of
its Eleventh Biennial Report and on its
priority work for the next biennial
cycle.  For more information visit
www.ijc.org.

www

COOTES PARADISE CLEAN-UP

Sunday October 21, 2001
Meet at McMaster University

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

For more information call (905) 525-
9140 ext. 23879 or e-mail
outdoor@mcmaster.ca.

HAMILTON HARBOUR

RAP FORUM

Thursday October 25, 2001
CCIW Seminar Room

5:30 pm

All are welcome to attend the
discussion on updating the RAP
recommendations. Call (905) 336-
6279 to RSVP.

www

WATER LEVELS STUDY

Thursday November 8, 2001
Royal Botanical Gardens Room 1 & 2

7:00 pm

BARC will host the International Lake
Ontario-St. Lawrence River Study
team.  You are invited to learn about
the issues and participate in the
discussion.

www

ONTARIO ENVIRONMENT NETWORK

FALL CONFERENCE

THE STATE OF MUNICIPAL

UTILITY SERVICES IN ONTARIO

November 9 - 11, 2001
United Steelworkers of America Hall

Toronto, Ontario

A gathering of representatives from
dozens of Ontario environmental
groups. Also a celebration of the
OEN's 20th Anniversary.  For more
information call (705) 840-2888, e-
mail oen@oen.ca or visit
www.oen.ca.

BRINGING BACK THE BAY

Saturday November 10, 2001
Dundas Public Library

1:30 pm  to 2:30 pm

Explore the wild side of Hamilton
Harbour, learn about nature's water
cycle, and find out how you can help.

www

HAMILTON'S
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

Saturday November 24, 2001
First Unitarian Church

170 Dundurn Street South

Citizens for a Sustainable Community
is holding a full-day workshop on
Hamilton's Ecological Footprint. The
keynote speaker will be Dr. William
Rees, the originator of ecological
footprint analysis. To register, please
call (905) 664-8796.

www

Seeing 20/20
Tuesday November 27, 2001

LIUNA Station

Hosted by ACTION 2020.  Discuss
new ways of measuring progress for
Hamilton's Sustainability Indicators,
present action plans to improve the
city's economic, environmental and
social performance and promote co-
operative action between sponsoring
agencies, businesses and community
groups. For more information, please
call ACTION 2020 at (905) 540-5758.
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Bringing Back The Bay is the newsletter of the Bay Area Restoration Council

(BARC).  BARC is an incorporated, non-profit, charitable organization

established in 1991 to promote, monitor, and assess the implementation of the

Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan.  Articles in this newsletter reflect the

views of the individual contributors.

The funds for this newsletter have been provided by Environment Canada.
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B130F, Life Sciences Building

McMaster University

Hamilton, Ontario

L8S 4K1

Tel: (905) 525-9140 ext. 27405

Fax: (905) 522-6066

E-mail: barc@mcmaster.ca

Att: Marilyn Baxter, Manager

website: www.on.ec.gc.ca/glimr/barc

Membership Application Form
New Applications Only

Name ..................................................................................

Address .............................................................................

City....................................... Postal Code ......................

Phone ................................... Fax ....................................

Email ...................................................................................

I am applying as a representative of an organization...... r

Name of organization .........................................................

I am applying as a private citizen .................................... r

Please register me as a:

Member (voting) ................................ $25.00 r

Associate Member (non-voting) ........ $20.00 r

Student / Other Member (voting) ....... $10.00 r

I would like to join a committee ...................................... r

How did you learn about BARC? .......................................

...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................

Donations
Donations

$25.00 ..........r
$100.00 ........r
other ...........r $ .........................

Your donation will support BARC's Public Awareness
and Educational programs. Receipts for donations and
membership fees  are issued for Income Tax purposes.

Charitable Registration Number 892936584

MEMBERSHIP DUES $ .........................   plus
DONATIONS $ .........................   equals
TOTAL $ .........................

Your membership includes a subscription to this
quarterly newsletter. An electronic version of this

newsletter is available on our web page at:
 www.on.ec.gc.ca/glimr/barc

Cheques should be made payable to:
Bay Area Restoration Council

and mailed with completed form to:
Room B130F, Life Sciences Building

McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario   L8S 4K1

JOIN BARC TODAY!
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From The RAP OfficeFrom The RAP Office
By John D. Hall, MCIP, RPP, RAP Coordinator

Great Lakes and a great Harbour!  Several years
ago I had the privilege of showing our Harbour
to a group from Thailand.  The last Harbour

they visited in Canada was Vancouver and near the end
of our tour they exclaimed that Hamilton Harbour was
more interesting and beautiful than Vancouver’s.  I truly
appreciated how gracious they were to the small group
that had taken them out that day.  I also felt someone in
Vancouver hadn’t provided much of a tour if that was
their impression.

This past summer my wife and I ventured by car to
Vancouver and back (our first time west of Sudbury).
We travelled on the M.S. Chi-Cheemaun ferry from
Tobermory to Manitoulin and spent time working our way
past the “Soo” (Sault Ste. Marie) and up the north shore
of Lake Superior.  And yes, in Vancouver we spent lots
of time around the Harbour.  On our return journey we
travelled the south shore of Lake Superior and crossed

the Mackinaw Strait separating Lake Michigan from
Lake Huron.  We saw birds and animals in western
Canada that aren’t seen here and some common to the
prairies such as black terns and white pelican that only
on very rare occasions visit Cootes Paradise.  At one
stop along the shoreline of Lake Superior the entire
beach as far as the eye could see was miram grass - the
same grass from the same source reintroduced to
Burlington beach over ten years ago.

Just a few days ago I took a group for a tour of the
Harbour and for the first time appreciated why our guests
from Thailand said what they said.  We don’t have a
Harbour surrounded by the coastal mountains or part of
a tidal ocean environment and porpoises don’t frequent
our waters.  But we do have American eels that spend
part of their life cycle in the Sargasso Sea of the Atlantic
Ocean and swim the St. Lawrence to return to our
Harbour.  We have oaks and white pines two to three
hundred years old at LaSalle Park and we have Cootes
Paradise surrounded by the Niagara Escarpment, the
richest botanical region in Canada.  Oh yes, we are also
the busiest port on the Great Lakes and the industrial heart
of Ontario.  Those who saw the magnificent photographs
shown by the Spirit of Nature Photography Group at the
Bay Area Restoration Council’s 10th Anniversary
Celebration will understand how diverse and beautiful is
our Harbour.

Those who saw the magnificent
photographs shown by the Spirit of
Nature Photography Group at the
Bay Area Restoration Council’s 10th
Anniversary Celebration will
understand how diverse and
beautiful is our Harbour.



Blue-GreenBlue-Green
Algae UpdateAlgae Update

By Murray Charlton, National Water Research Institute

In August and September 1999 we noticed, in our
weekly monitoring, an intense bloom of Blue-Green
algae in Hamilton Harbour and wrote about it in the

January 2000 BARC newsletter.

These algae tend to be so big or in colonial masses such
that they are not eaten by the typical filter feeding animals
in the food chain.  In addition, they have another
advantage over other algae in that they can adjust their
buoyancy to remain near the surface in optimal light levels.
Under calm conditions they can form an unsightly scum
that looks like spilled paint.  Most concerning is that they
can also generate liver toxins and neurotoxins in
dangerous concentrations.

2001 Outbreak

The algae appeared again to a lesser extent in 2000.  In
2001 they reappeared with a vengeance beginning in
early August and have persisted at least to the time of
this writing, September 22.

Taxonomic examination of the algae by Dr. Susan Watson
of the National Water Research Institute (NWRI)
showed several species of Blue-Green algae known to
be toxin producers with the main alga a toxic species of
Microcystis.  Dr. Tom Murphy’s lab at NWRI identified
the Microcystin toxin at twice the concentration needed
to kill animals in one water sample while other samples
from open waters were below drinking water standards.
The wide variation in toxin concentration is caused by
the tendency of the algae to concentrate at the downwind
end of the harbour and also by their ability to float and
form a scum.  One day the water can appear to have
few algae while the next day a scum may appear.

The toxins are dangerous if ingested in a high enough dose
and the scums are the most dangerous because of the
concentration of algal cells and toxin.  Normal, brief skin
contact shouldn’t be a problem but during the bloom
there is danger to people and animals who would drink
the water.

Local health officials decided to post public access areas
with this information. Further information can be found
on the Internet by searching on Blue-Green Algae and
Health Canada or by going directly to the web site:
     http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ehp/ehd/catalogue/general/iyh/algea.htm

The Harbour was visibly green during August of 2001.
In addition to the unsightly and toxic blue-greens, other,
filamentous, algae plagued a local industry by clogging
filter screens.  The amount of algae that develops is
related to the concentration of nutrients in the water.  The
nutrient level in the Harbour corresponds closely to the
loadings from the main sewage treatment plants.  We will
know in a few months if nutrient concentrations were
unusually high this summer.  In the past, however, nutrient
concentrations have routinely been sufficient to produce
an obnoxious bloom.  This is a serious problem.  These
dangerous Blue-Green algae blooms are more evidence
that the nutrient loading to the Harbour needs to be
greatly reduced and the sooner the better.  Hamilton is
currently upgrading the Woodward Avenue Sewage
Treatment Plant.  r

These dangerous Blue-Green
algae blooms are more evidence
that the nutrient loading to the
Harbour needs to be greatly
reduced and the sooner the better.
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As great as our Harbour is, it is a fragile environment.
This summer of little rain, hot weather and low water
levels stressed Harbour water quality.  By mid-summer
Cootes Paradise was constantly covered in filamentous
algae and blue-green algae blooms suddenly appeared
in the open waters of the Harbour.  Both of these algae
result from an over abundance of nutrients.

WWTP Upgrades

One significant controllable source of nutrient loading is
from our wastewater system.  This summer, each of the
four wastewater treatment plants that empty into the
Harbour were undergoing some form of upgrade.  The
Skyway WWTP, presently meeting RAP initial water
quality targets was being enlarged and upgraded.
Similarly, the Woodward WWTP was being enlarged and
upgraded along with the King Street (Dundas) WWTP.
The Main Street (Waterdown) WWTP was undergoing
a series of tests as part of optimizing its effluent quality.
(For more details see my April 2001 From the RAP
Office article).

One bright spot noted by Royal Botanical Gardens was
the improved water quality in the Westdale Cut resulting
from upgrades to the sewer system made the previous
summer.  Preliminary results from the operation of new
clarifiers installed in the Woodward WWTP indicated that
we should expect improved water quality from the plant
once the upgrades are completed.  In fact, with the
various upgrades presently underway to our WWTPs,
we are hopeful that RAP interim water quality targets

established for 2003 will be met.  This summer did show
us, however, just how critical these upgrades are if we
are to have a Harbour we can be proud of.

Documenting RAP
Implementation Actions

Our other Bay Area Implementation Team, BAIT,
partners were busy reviewing their participation in RAP
programs and projects.  Kristin O’Connor, RAP
Researcher/Report Writer, has completed the first edition
of a report documenting “Implementation Actions”.
While the RAP Forum has worked with its Task Groups
to update the recommendations, task and timelines
contained within the Stage 2 Report, BAIT has prepared
with Kristin a working document that details what the
individual BAIT partners are doing to fulfil the RAP
Recommendations.  As part of this report, a “gap”
analysis was completed to determine if any RAP
recommendations are not being addressed.  It is hoped
that this exercise will result in our BAIT partners
identifying opportunities to work more closely together
and to create more opportunities to integrate RAP
programs and projects into their municipal and agency
workplans.

Reporting Spills

An issue raised at the RAP Forum and discussed by
BAIT partners is the reporting of “spills”.  More
information on the location, type of spill and responses
etc. has been requested.  The Ontario Ministry of
Environment (MOE), the principal source of this
information, is working with the RAP Office to develop
a report that can be prepared on an annual basis.  In
addition, copies of two studies carried out in the Greater
Toronto Area have been obtained by the RAP Office to

... with the various upgrades
presently underway to our
WWTPs, we are hopeful that
RAP interim water quality targets
established for 2003 will be met.
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Canada Centre for Inland Waters

867 Lakeshore Road, Box 5050

Burlington, Ontario L7R 4A6

Tel: (905) 336-6465

Fax: (905) 336-4906

Att: John Hall, RAP Coordinator
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assist in determining any analysis of spills that can be
undertaken to assist the agencies and public in reporting
and responding to spills.

The issue of “spills” quite rightly invokes passion among
the public and it is important that those most passionately
concerned meet with the MOE and other BAIT partners
to resolve this issue.  The MOE and municipalities need
the eyes and ears of the community to report spills and
secure cleanups and convictions.  The community needs
to have confidence in government actions.  The RAP
Office, in conjunction with BARC, will bring together the
parties involved as a first step in addressing this issue.

Randall Reef ... Still Waiting

As many of the RAP community know only too well, yet
another year has past without work starting on the clean
up of toxic material at Randall Reef.  Environment
Canada’s Project Manager, John Shaw, is pulling together
a Project Advisory Group with representatives from the
public, technical experts and government agencies.  This
group will work together to define a remediation project
acceptable to the public and which passes the test of
Environmental Assessment.  At the same time, BARC
and others will work with our political leaders to secure
funding to carry out remediation. Other RAP locations
have successfully remediated contaminated sites and we,

in Hamilton Harbour, must work together to accomplish
the same here.

Windermere Basin

Finally, I will finish this update with encouraging work that
is taking place with respect to Windermere Basin.  Two
city projects are progressing concurrently. The first is a
project to dredge the basin of contaminated sediment
that has built up since the basin was first created in the
late 1980s.  The dredging project will restore the ability
of the basin to act as a trap for contaminated sediment,
thereby preventing a large amount of this material from
entering the Harbour.  It is likely that similar dredging will
have to occur periodically in the future until conditions
within the Red Hill Creek are improved to a point where
the basin is no longer burdened in this way.

The second project is a long sought after initiative of the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club to see the lands surrounding
Windermere Basin naturalized. The City has created a
steering committee for the project and likely will host a
cherette as part of the site master plan development
process.  Watch for meetings and presentations on both
these projects over the course of this fall and winter.

Now enjoy the rain.  This summer was too long, too hot
and too dry.  But who’s complaining!  r


